
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



r 



■■ - • ■^ 1 



■^^^'.■■'.r 






HERMAN 



OF 



U N N A. 



VOLUME III. 



I 



HERMAN OF UNNA: 

A SERIES OF ADVENTURES 



OF THE 

FIFTEENTH CENTURY, 

IN WHICH THS 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECRET TRIBUNAL, 
UNDER THE EMPERORS WINCESLAUS 
AND SIGISMOND, ARE DELINEATED. 

WRITTEN IN GERMAN 

By professor KRAMER. 



VOLUME 111. 




LONDON: 

Printed for G. O. and J. Robinson, Patcr-nofter Row. 

M DCC xcxv. 



S/^'a . ^ ^"^-^^ 



i 



^ 



r 



HERMAN OF UNNA: 

A SERIES OF ADVENTURES 
Of the fifteenth CENTURY, Uo^ 



CHAPTER I. 

DAY had begun to make its appear* 
s^,nce, and Come neighbouring peafants 
were repairing to their labours, when, ar- 
riving at the clump of oaks, near the fall 
tof the brook, they faw two feemingly hu- 
man figures, whofe difficult refpiration, 
founding in the throat, announced theif 
difTolution at hand. On a nearer exa- 
mination they found them to be two young 
men clofely embracing, and each pierced 
with a fword. As they dill breathed, the 
honefl: peafants inflantly refolved to con* 
vey them to the callle of madam Unna> 
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*<vho had frequently by her c^re faved the 
lives of the fick and wounded, and who, 
they thought, would certainly not refufe 
her aid to thefe unfortunate ftrangers, 

Alicia had detained Senden at Pletten* 
burg as long as (he had been able. He 
yielded the moire readily to her folicita- 
rions, as he had the fame motives for re- 
maining as ihe for keeping him there. 
They had not owned this to each other, 
as they carefully avoided meeting in pri« 
vate, but they gueffed each others thoughts^ 
and felt themfelves mutually obliged. 

Bernard, folely occupied with the con- 
templation of his own grandeur, faw no- 
thing in this but the honour received by 
Ulric in refiding five days at his court, 
and would have had no objection to his 
remaining there as many more, if Alicia, 
to whom he was very condefcending, be- 
caufe (lie bore the nameof,Unna, had de- 
fired it. 

Ulric on his fide had reafons to quit the 
lovely Alicia as foon as po(Eble, and when 

Catherine 
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Catherine informed hiiii that Herman 
would depart the Monday after the na- 
tivity of the Virgin, he felt the fame pica- 
lure as a prifoner emancipated from his 
chains. 

Madam Unna could not refrain froiri 
tears when Senden took leave. She re- 
collefted the paft, thought of Herman, 
and trembled* She requeued him to re- 
turn home by way of Ahaus ; a requcfl: 
at which Bernard fmlled, as it was at 
leaft more than a mile about; but Ulric 
readily complied^ fully <:omprehending 
the motive of Alicia. 

The waters being high had rendered 
the road by Ahaus impaffible. He was 
therefore obliged to return and take the 
ufual way. He afked his fervants what 
day of the week it was. They replied 
that, as it was paft midnight, the day 
juft begun might be called Wednefday. 
" Monday and Wednefday," 'faid Ulric 
to himfclf, and he proceeded cheerfully. 
B 2 Alicia 
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Alicia prefa'ged fbaie misfortune. At 
fupper Ihe was melancholy ;' during the 
night flie was reftlefs. As lleep forfook 
her eyes, (he rofe, went to the balcony, 
and looked anxioufly round as far as the 
light of the moon would permit her. The 
dawn flill found her there. She endeavoured 
tb diflipate the fatal jprefentiments that' 
haunted her mind. She addreffed to Heav- 
en her wonted orlFoiis ; flie prayed that a 
day might not *pafs without afibrding her 
an opportunity of doing good. She knew 
by experience that the gradlice of virtue" 
was the beft means of reftoring tranquillity 
to an afflided heart. 

This duty fulfilled, Ihe looked towards 
the valley, which the purple beams of 
morn had yet fcarcely enlightened, and Ihe 
difcovered a company of men moving 
llowly towards the cattle. One of them 
advanced before the reft and knocked at 
the gate. 

" What m'sfortune has happened? What 

<^ are you bringing hither ?" Cried Alicia 

from the balcony* 

" Ah, 



' ^* Ah, noble lady !" replied the peafant 
who knew her voice : ^^ is it you ? What 
<* aluckyomea! we bring you two un^ 
^* fortunate. beings, whom wc found lying 
** on yonder hill covered with blood. They 
^\ftill. breathe. Wc have bound up their 
** wounds as well as we were able ; the reft 
♦* we mufl: leave to you ; God always gives 
** a blcffing to your charitable deeds," 

Alicia fiaid not to hear ail he faid, but 
ran to open the door herfelf, and in her 
way ihe awoke fome of the fervants who 
flept in the anti-chamber, that they might 
get ready the neccflary apparatus for the 
wounded ftrangers. 

• The domeftics of this benevolent female 
had long known,, from experience, how to 
aft on fuch occafions. Alicia, before ilie 
TOarried, had been the friend, the com- 
forter, the nurfe of the fick, and (he thought 
herfelf happy in having a hufband who al- 
lowed her full liberty in the cxercife of her 
benevolent difpoiition. 

B3 Jb 
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In thofe days it was accounted hdnoura- 
)ble to do good, and the pride of Bernard 
was n#t a little flattered when his wife was 
ftyled a fecond Elizabeth ; a faint whofe 
glory, in his eyes, was greatly enhanced 
by her being defcended from a royal 
houfe. 

It v/as not from fnch paltry motives that 
Alicia was prompted to benevolence ; but 
Ihe was prudent enough to avail herfelf of 
her hufband's weaknefs and vanity, that flie 
might purfue unreftrained her own inclina- 
tions. 

Having opened the gate, flie went to 
meet the wounded, to fee that they were 
f:arried gently and with care. Approach- 
ing flie beheld the face of Ulric covered 
wiih the ihades of death, Herman fcarcely 
breathing, and fhe fell as devoid of life as 
either of them. 

Her fervants flew to her afliftance, and 

fte was conveyed, together with her two 

v<lying friends, to the caftlc. At length Ibtf 

.opened her ejes, and feeing a crowd about 

her. 
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her, flic made a fign for all who were noit 
abfolutely neceffary to leave her in order to 
affift Ulric and Herman. Her fears for 
thefe two unfortunate beings revived her 
(Irength, and Ihe was foon able to repair 
to their chamber ta examine their fituation 
and the trcatnKnt it required. 

The fteward, an expert furgeon, had 
already fo far recovered Herman that he 
could open his eyes, and when his fiftcr^ 
in-law appeared he was able to call her by. 
her name and convey her hand to hia 
lips, Ulric of Senden was Hill in a fwoon* 
A feeble pulfation of the heart was all that 
announced him alive. His wound was 
jnuch deeper than Herman's* Againft 
Herman he had lifted his fword with re^ 
gret ; agalnfl himfclf his arm had cxertcdt 
all its ftrength. ^ 

By the indefatigable cares of Alicia, and 
the flull of her fervants, Senden and Her- 
man were at length both extricated from 
their danger : but to the latter Ihe was more 
particularly attentive, as Catherine had 
B4 "^ bcca 
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been fent for to fuperintend her hufbanrf. 
Hermanns regard for his charming fiftcr- 
in-law, and the confidence fhe repofcd in 
him, incrcafed every day from the ha- 
bitude of feeing each other, and foon 
there was cftablifhed between them as 
great an intimacy, as we have obferved, in 
the preceding volume, to have fubfifted be- 
tween duke Albert of Auftria^and the love- 
ly Ida. There was this difference how- 
ever ; Herman could not be fufpedted of 
entertaining for Alicia fentiments warmer 
than thofe of friendfhip, whereas many 
of my readers may perhaps have judged 
otherwife refpefting the feelings^of Alberts 
A few weeks after their arrival at Plctten- 
burg, Herman was able to fit up, and Ul- 
ric was fufficiently recovered to fend Ca- 
therine home to prepare for his return. 
Herman had a thoufand queftions to afk 
Tefpedting Ulric, and madam Unna was 
more inclined to anfwer them than for- 
merly. She now knew enough of her 
brother-in-law to venture to open to hirti 

her 
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her heart. The pains ihe had taken on his 
account had rendered him more dear to 
her. She confeffed the hiftory of Sendcn 
to be fo interwoven with hers, that it was 
impoffible for her to relate what Herman 
was defirous of knowing, without making 
him the confident of her own adventures, . 
Hitherto Alicia^ had not been able tp 
gratify the impatiejH curiofity of Herman, 
becaufe her hufband fcarcely ever quitted 
the chamber of the convalefcent, with 
whofe cohverfation he was much enter- 
tained. At length however Bernard thought 
proper to vifit Engelrading, where the 
lords of Ravenfberg and Meerveldt gave 4 
tournament, and this firft leifure moment 
was employed as will be feen in the fol- 
lowing chapter. 
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CHAPTEk IL 

"HOW Ihall I relate to you,*" faid 
Alicia, ^^ events that will open all the an* 
*• cient wounds of my hearty and perhaps 
** reprefent me to your eyes in an unfa- 
•* vourable light ! You will forgive the 
^* weaknefs of a woman,, if the remem* 
** brance of what is pall draw from her 
** fome tears. I call heaven to witnefs;^. 
" that Ulric is no longer fo dear to me 
' as he was : yet I own that I cannot fee 
" him without fome degree of emotion* 
*^ At fight of him I experience a fenfa- 
" tion which I am unable to define. It 
** is not the remnant of a love fubdued ; 
** it is a mixture of dread, fear, andcom- 
** paffion ..... Whatever it be, you IhaH 
** hear, and judge. 

" Without doubt my fffter-in-law, Ca- 
*' therine, has informed you, that I am of 
^l the family of Langen, purfued for fome 

" veari 
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^' years by the fecret tribunal. My fa* 
•* ther's difputes with the biihop of Ofna- 
** bruck relate not tp my narrative. He 
^* fell a vidtim to the bifliop's rancour ; 
" as did my mother, who died of grief in 
" the flower of her age, in confequence 
" of which I became the ward of my elder 
" brother, 

" Conrad loved me ; he took as much 
'* care of me as a father could have done ; 
•* and his confidence in me was (b great, 
** that he left me perfedtly miflrefs of my 
" adlions. In his caftle I was as I am 
** here : I was treated not as his ward^ 
*' but as the miftrefs of the houfe. 

" My brother was frequently abfcnt 
** from home for months together, God 
^* knows why. I fear he was then engage 
** ed in what brought on him the perfc- 
** cution he now fufFcrs. His condudt 
'^ was frequently ra£h and inconfiderate ; 
" and his enemies reprefented it in colours 
•' that made it appear ftill more reprc- . 
^* henfible. I confidered it as a duty in* 
B'6 *•" cumbent 
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•* cumbcnt on me to repair by prayers and 
** good deeds at home the evil Conrad did 
•* abroad, and thus to divert the divine 
^* vengeance from our hdufe, which had 
** already experienced fo many misfortunes. 
** My actions might be good and laudable 
•' in themfelves; the poor, the fick, the 
**. aged, found fhelter and relief at the caftle 
•' of Langen ; but I carried my benevolence 
^* too far, I applied it not with fufficient 
^**difcretion, and I waspunifhed by the lofs 
•' of my peace. 

•* Ulric of Senden having been wounded 
'• in a fingle combat, at a fmall diftance- 
•* from the caftle, his fervants brought him 
*• tQ us, and begged afliftance for their 
^*,mafter. A ftridt regard to decorum, 
•^ perhaps, would have required me to re- 
** fufe my aid to a handfome young knight, 
** and to fend him to the monks of a neigh- 
•' bouring convent, who aifo did many cha- 
** ritable a6ls. But my fenfibility fuffered 
•* me to think of nothing but the danger 
** of the wounded young man. Senden 

'^ was 



OF UNNA. ij 

/• was confequently taken inta our houfe ;* 
** I attended him as if he had been a bro* 
^* ther; he recovered ; and .... compSiC-' 
^^ fion on the one hand, and gratitude oil 
^ the other, gave birth to friendftiip, which 
•* was not long growing up to love. 

*' Happy in each others affeftion, hope? 
^* and innocence never quitted us. But, O 
•* celeftial days ! whither are you flown ? 

*• Ulric (laid not long at the caftlc after 
'• his cure. His duty and decorum called 
'* him elfewhere. We had feen enough of 
" each other to be fenfible that we loved^ 
** and to imagine that we ftiould love for* 
** ever. We exchanged mutual vows. It 
•• was neceffary, that Senden ihould make 
*^ a few more campaigns, to acquire glory 
^* and honours ; and I purpofedto remain' 
** at the head of my brother's houfhold, till 
" Beatrice of Meerveldt (bould aflumethe 
^* charge. It was agreed, that Ulric (hould 
'* then demand me in marriage. I could 
€* not fuppofe Conrad would refufe me to 
** the man whom my heart Ihould prefer* 

^ I thojghc 
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*f I thought on the contrary, that his af- 
*/ feftion for me would induce him to con- 
** tribute every thing he could to our uni- 
^ on, my happinefs being too dear to hkn,. 
•* my will too facred, for him to oppofe 
•* my inclinations, Befides, he was rich,. 
♦* and could beftow on me a portion fuffi- 
** cient to compenfate the fcanty fortune of 
'' Ulric. 

•. ?• Winter arrived. The expeditions of 
*• the. knights were lefs frequent* My 
V brother returned to his caftle. A num- 
** ber of waggons laden with booty follow- 
•' cd him ; and I could not help aiking, 
*• whether it were honeftly acquired. An 
•* auftere look, the firft I believe he ever 
f * gave me, preceded his anfwer. * Wo* 
** men,' faid he, * know nothing of the 
•* laws of war, or the privileges of nobi- 
** lity : it becomes them, therefore, on 
^ fuch fubjedts, to be filent/ 

" I was filent, and had foon more oc- 
** cafions than one to accuftpm mjfelf to 
" it. During the wmier Conrad never 

^* quitted 
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^ quitted his caftle^ except that he went 
^' fometimes to hunt ia the neighbouring 
^* foreft. {iis companions in arm& viiited 
" him frequently. They were faces I h«d 
** never feen, the rugged features of which 
•^ confined me to the folitude of my cham*» 
f* ber. Their noify revelry difturbed my 
** tranquillity by day, and my fteep by 
** night. I ardently wiftied to be no longer 
*' witnefs to this irregular life; and I 
** waited with. impajience the return of tbo 
^* feafon;,. when the knights would again 
f< take the field. Still more eagerly did 
^^ 1 look for the momenti when Ulric fliould 
^ come to feek his betrothed love, tho 
<« good Ulric, in whofe peaceful habita-* 
^^ tion I hoped to fpend days that might 
M be envied* 

** Conrad, who fcrupkd not to profane 
the eves of our feftivals by his de-. 
" bauchery, was engaged, on the eve of 
^* Epiphany, in a drinking party, confiding 
" of the moft difTolute young men of the 
** country. I, who confidered my charms 

•' as 
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•* as facred to Ulric — yts, Herman, I 
^ could then boaft feme charms — and who 
♦* chofe not to cxpofc them to the view of 
<• drunkards, was abfeirton this occafion. 
*• After taking care that the guefts fliould 
*^ want nothing, I retired with my women 
•* to the balcony which looks towards the 
•* forcftj that I might be out of the reach 
^* of the frightful clamour, with which 
♦' the caftl c refounded, and enjoy the calm 
^* of a fine winter evening. Nature ever 
*' appeared to me charming everi in her 
« undrefs. The light- of -the ftars, was re- 
^ fle<fted by the furrouriding fnow. My 
** women (hivered with cold, and I dif^ 
*♦ miffed them to their beds : for my part, 
** love and the- thoughts of Ulric rendered 
*• me infenfible to the rigour of the feafon. 
•* I thought on the verdant alcove where I 
«' had fat by his fide ; I thought on the 
•* garland of flowers crowned with which 
•* he was foon to lead me to the ahar. 
♦^ So deeply was I abforbed in my reve- 

** ries, that I did not at firft perceive two 

*^ mcQ 
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^^ men who iflucd from the neighbouring 
*' wood and feemed to glide towards ihe 
•* caftle. From the whitenefa of the fnow, 
*• they appeared to me to be in black. I was 
** not ralh enough to deny the apparition 
**' of fpirits, as my brother fomctimes did, 
** and was afraid therefore; for a moment, 
" to look a fecond time on thefe terrifyinjg 
•* objedks. Curiofity, however, and the 
•• pofleflipn of a good confcience, gave mc 
** courage. I rofe, and looked down. The 
•• men were now fo near the gate I could not 
^* fee them. They gave three loud knock?, 
** that reverberated afar from the vaulted 
•* porch and, immediately retiring, they 
•• difappcarcdintheforeft. 

** The caftle was inftantly alarmed, 
" The centinel on the tower founded his 
•^ trumpet ; lights appeared on the battle- 
•* ^mcnts ; the vaults under me refounded 
•* with the fteps of our cavaliers, who ran to 
" open the gate. Twenty voices fpoke at 
" once, fo that I could not undcrfland a 
^* word. Soon 1 heard my brother and his 

*^ guefts : 
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f^ guefts : Conrad fwore, his drunken 
*• companions laughed. My heart throb* 
** bed; I prefaged feme fatal event. I 
^ called up my women, and fent them to 
f* liften. They foon returned, to inform 
** me that the company was (uddenly dif- 
" perfed, and that my brother was coming 
f* to tell me himfelf the occafion of the 
** alarm. My attendants wept, and I wept 
** with them, diftreflcd and difquieted by 
?' anxious doubts. 

' ** Conrad made his appearance, pale as 
** death. He informed mc . • . . Good God ! 
•• what could be more terrible ? . . . . that 
^f he was cited before the fecret tribunal 
" of Ofnabruck, to give an account of 
*^ certain aftions, concerning which I had 
^^ fo often remonftrated with him. I trcm- 
' ** bled, though I knew not yet the extent 
•* of our misfortune. My brother fpent 
*' half the night in difclofing to me the 
*.* horrors of that terrible tribunal, and to 
** convince me, that he could not, and 
J* durft not, appear to apfwer the citation: 

«^ affixed 
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'• affixed by the free judges to the gate of 
" the caftle. I was of a different opinion, 
V and we parted half in anger. 

** The day following, I threw myfelf in 
** tears at my brother's feet, to intreat him 
" to appear before his judges. ^ Do you 
" know what you afk ?' cried he : * nothing 
•* lefs than my death. What at Ofnabruck 
*^ is called my crime, is as certain as if it 
^^ were proved. If I were to appear, there- 
•' fore, you would never fee me again ; 
** while, on the other hand, prudence, 
*f courage, and flight,* may fave me.* 

** I leave you to gucfs how little fuch a 
f* declaration was calculated to quiet my 
•? apprehcnfions. His crime proved ; his 
•* death certain ; flight his only refource; 
*• what a melancholy iituation ! —My anxi- 
** ety, and the exertions I made to find 
•* fome method of extricating him from 
** his danger, were near depriving me of 
f* reafon and of life. In the mean time,' 
f * my brother went in and out of his caftle 
** freely, and without being difturbed, 
- « No 
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•* No one infulted him, ho one (aid a finglc 
**^ word to him. He foon refiuned his old 
" habits, aud the companions of his de« 
** baucberies re-ippcared, I myfelf ihaYed 
^ his fecurity, and had . almoft forgotten 
" .the affair, when the frcd judges came a 
^ fccond tinie to knock at the gate, and 
^ thus renewed the terror with which they 
*^ had before infpired me, 

** The fear excited in me by the ap-- 
•* preaching danger was this time niore 
•* acute; but it was not of long duration*. 
•* I dbferved that the fun (hone on us as 
^^ bright as before, and that both nature-and 
^* man treated us as kindly. At length 
" the vifit of thcfe nightly diflurbers, as 
** Gonrad called them, fecmed to me a 
^^ childifli fport, and I thought little of it, 
** when one morning my women came to 
" tell me, that the free judges had come 
•* that night for the third time, and that 
f * niy brother had pulled their placard from 
*« the gate, torn it to pieces, and forbidden 
!^ any one to mention it« 

" In 



«* In fadl, Conrad faid not a word to mo 
■^ onthedibjcdl. Yet hU anxiety and dif» 
** trefs were apparent in fpiteof his cndea* 
«* vours to conceal tlicm. I was fo little 
" accuftomed to fee hini in this ftate, that 
** I readily perceived it, and rclapfcd into 
** my former fears. The confequcncct 
*' juftlfied them but too well. Conrad had 
** hitherto enjoyed his ufual tranquillity, 
" only from the filcnce that was obferved 
•* rcfpcfting his misfortune ; but when, 
" by the flight of one of our domeftics, 
*^ it became known lijai; he was purfued 
^ by thc^ fecrct tribunal, <jvery thing af« 
** fumed a different face^.^At the (irft 
^^ citation, a^ I. now learnt,; th^ greater 
'* part of my brother's fervant$, who were 
** not vaflals attached jio the glebe, gave 
" notice that they .flipuW quit ,him, and 
" it was (fn\y^ by dintpf .promifes and pre« 
** fcnts that he retained them. But after 
*' the third citation nothing cpuld.induce- 
" them to (lay. Even my women left me, 
*' one only excepted. Tic neighbouring 
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*' ladies avoided meeting me, and Beatrice 
^' of Meerveldt, on whofe faith Conrad 
•* had placed the firmed confidence, gave 
^ him to underftand, that Ihe renounced 
•* his alliance. 

' *' * It is over with me/ faid Conrad, one 
** day, as I entered his chamber, on his 
^^ fending for me : ^ behold the fourth ci- 
** tation ! The free judges affixed it to the 
^* gate of the caftle in open day, and took 
^^ away with them three ftones from the 
^* wall. I am condemned if I do not ap- 
^* pear ; and if I do, I (hall never fee you 
«* more, till wc meet in eternity, I mufl 
** be gone, my fifter : have pity on me, 
<^ and do nor^ abandon me, as others have 
** done : favour my efcape, conceal it as 
*^ long as you can, and then fly yourfelf, 
** Remain with me during this terrible in- 
^^ terval ; remain, Alicia, or I Aall be 
*• forced firft to pierce thy heart, and then 
f* my own.* 

** * Fly ! abandon you !* cried I, in tears, 

** Alas ! I will follow you, if you wifti it : 

3 «* 1 will 
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^* I willfhare your fate, though . . . though 
** I partook not in your crimes. 

" / Ah, do not reproach me ! No : you 
•* have committed no crime, but, on the 
" contrary, have often warned me of mine. 
^^ Yet, Alicia, do not reproach me, or 
*• you will drive me to defpair.' 

** The fituation of my brother was dc- 
*• plorable. It filled me at once with fear, 
*' pity, and an extreme, but painful ten- 
^* dernefs. He feemed to think only of 
•* me; I appeared to be his only confola- 
*' tion ; and he would not lofe me a mo- 
'* ment from his fight, accompanying me 
" wherever I was obliged to go to make 
" the necefTary preparations for his jour- 
'* ney. 

•* They were foon completed. I packed 
^* up all the jewels he had given me, that 
** they might be a refource to him in his 
" need. 1 would keep no part of thofe 
^* treafures, which had perhaps coft my 
^ brother the bappincfs of his life. 

** Conrad, 
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" Conrad^ at his departure, embraced 
*• me with the tendereft affe(3:ioii» He 
** lamented his being obliged to leave me 
** without any kind of protection. ^ Why/ 
*^ faid he, * was I not allowed firft to place 
" thee in the hands of a worthy hufband? 
** But thy beauty, thy virtues, thy attache 
•* ment to a brother forfaken by all the 
" world, of which thou haft given fuch 
*' ftriking proofs, will gab thee a. thou- 
*^ fand hearts, and thou mayeft yet be 
•^ happy/ 

*' * How !* anfwered I, weeping, ^ can I 
«• think of love and marriage, while you 
•* are unfortunate ? Hear me, my brother* 
** I fwear by all that is moft facred, , that, 
*' even if I knew the man who was one day 
•* to become my huiband, I would refufe 
•^ him my hand, till 1 was affured of yout 
*t fafety, your happinefs,* 

*^ * Do not, my. dear lifter^ do not enter 

** into fo ralh an engagement. You have 

** need of a proteftor. There is nothing 

" I fo ardently wifti, as thgt you were at- 

4 •* tached 
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** tacbed to a man of honour, and that he 
•* was here at this moment that I might 
** inftantly confide you to his care/ 

** The colour came into my face, and I 
•* dared not anfwer. I thought of Ulric, 
** lately jeturned from a campaign in 
** Italy, whom I expedted every day. 
•c « Why,' thought I, with a figh, * does he 
*' not now make his appearance? Could 
" they but meet V 

'^ * I requeft but one favour,' faid Con^ 
•* rad, embracing me again,* one fingle fa- 
" vour ; do not give your hand to one of 
*♦ my perfecutors ; you are too good, too 
*' hand feme, to become the prey of a de- 
" mon V 

" I^promifcd what he wiihcd, and we 
** tore ourfelves from each other's arms. 
^* Perhaps we had already wafted too 
<' much time ; in our critical fuuation 
** every moment was precious. 

** Weeping I returned to my chamber, 
** and there found confolation : My dear 
<* Ulric had fent me an cxprefs, who had 

Vol. III. C «« entered 
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** entered while I was accompanying mjr 
•* br4D(ther by a private jv^ay out of the 
<^ caftle. 

•' ^ O !' cried I, * where is thy mafter ? 
*^ Why was he not here an hour fooner, 
•* if, as I hope, he is in the neighbour- 
^< hood r - 

*' * He is coming, n^adam; he will be 
** here in a nwmcnt ; he begs to fpeak to 
*' you in private ; and requefts you witl 
** admit him by the badk gate/ 

*' * Docs he come that way !* replied 
•* 1, with joy ; ' then he will rneet my 
♦' brother ; he will fee him, and may 
•* fpeak to him of our love! — Does he 
*• know my brother ?* 

** * No :* faid the man, 'wiih a 'look of 
** alarm : ^ No, madam, 1 believe not. 
•* But has Mr. Langen indeed taken the 
** road which my maftet is coming ?' 

** * Yes, yes ; they muft meet. Ah, if 
*• they do but know, if they do not niifs 
« each other!' 

« ' But 
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^/* * But your brother, is he not purfued 
** by the fecrct tribunal?' 

" * What a queftion !' replied I. ^ Would 
^' yo^ .... but no : I cannot fofpeft a 
** confident of Ulric/ 

*^ • 1 muft leave yow, I muft leave yoii/ 
•' cried ^ the fcrva^t, ^ I muft haften to 
** prevent a misfortune.* 
' ** I faw him depart, more dead than 
•* alive wkhfear. * What is he going t6 
^ do?* thou^t I: ^ To prevent a inif- 
"' fortune, or to commit a treachery ? . . • ^ 
•* Yet, he is a fervant of Uldc .... No : 
** he cannot be a traitor. Is he not the 
** fole confident of our loves ? the fole 
^* meflcnger of our fecrets ? Have I eveif 
^ remarked in bim a fufpicious a&ion ?' 

** I walked backwards and forwards in 
** my chamber in agitation inconceivable. 
** Now I ran to the window, then to the 
•* door, to fee if Ulric were coming .... 

<« ' Where can he ftay ?' faid I « Did 

*' not his mcflenger fay, that he would be 
** here in a moment ?* 

C 2 *^ Evening 
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•* Evening came, but no Ulric. I was 
** fitting in my chamber alone, withoiif ^ 
*^ light, and- giving up myfelf wholly to 
*' my. grief, 'when fuddenly the door open- 
** ed ; a man appeared : I ihould have 
*' t^ken him for Ulric from his figure, 
•* which I could yet diftinguilh, notwith- 
*^ Handing the darknefs, and from the 
•• palpitation of my heart the moment he 
^ entered, had he not, infteai of running 
V to throw himfelf at my feet, advanced 
•* gently a few fteps, then again drawn 
^' back, and, leaning againft the wall, turn^- 
f* ed his face from me. 

" * Who are you?' faid I, with a tre- 
♦* mulous voice. 

" A figh was the only anfwer I re- 
f^ ceived* 

" ' Is it not you, Ulric ?' added I; and 
*' I ran to him with open arms. ^ Yes it is : 
^* that figh betrays you/ 

" * Retire, madam, retire : do not touch 
^* me ; my hands arc ftained with blood.' 

•» * With 
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•^ ^With blood! Alas, Ulric, you arc 
•' wounded ! Help ! Help !* 

*' * No, I am not wounded ; but have 
" inflidtcd a wound,' faid he, with a furi* 
*' ous tone. 

" * And whom have you wounded ? 
•* afked I, trembling. 

*' * Your brother, whom his cruel fate 
*• delivered into my hands.' 
: •* My waiting woman, who had heard 
" me cry for help, now entered with at 
•• light. Ulric and I flood facing each 
*^ other, living pidturcs of the deepeft de- 
^* fpair. My countenance fpoke my feel- 
*^ ings : his was pate and wan, he had a 
^ fword in his hand, and was covered 
^* with blood. 

" * My brother IV replied I, after a long 
«• filence : ^ my brother ! The blbod then 
^* with which thy hands are polluted is 
" Conrad's ? Wretch that thou art, what 
^* has impelled thee to the perpetration 
*' of fo black a deed ?' 

C 3 '' ' Alas ! 
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^ * Alas ! dire neceiEty. I am boDnd 
^f by a terrible? oath/ 

** * NccefBty compel thee to aflaffinate 
^ my brother ! .... Oh, villain !' 

** * Ah, why did I encounter him ! Why 
** did you fend bim to m^et me? You 
** knew that I fought to avoid him: did 
'* not my iiieflenger teM you fo ?' 

** ' Your meflenger ! Ncccflity ! a tcr- 
*♦ ribfe oath !* cried I, without knowiflg 
** what I faid, and I fell fenfelcfs into the 
*^ arms of my ferVant. 

•* When I came to myfelf Ulric was* 
•<- gone. The maid who fupported nie* 
*^ faid, th&t ke bad muttered fome tanintelli*^ 
*^ gibte words, and at lail retired, declar- 
^* ing, that he would juftify himfelf, and* 
** I Ihould be forced top^nrdoii him. 

« ' P*rdoa hinh !•.. Pardon him the 
** death of my brother V 

*• I pafled the night in the moft dread- 
*' ful agitation. The impofiibility of de-' 
•• veloping this inextricable labyrinth ^1 

^' moft 
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•' nioft diftraded me. Morning brought 
** new griefs. A report was fpread, that 
•* Conrad had been arretted near his cattle 
*^ by the free judges, and conducted to 
*' the prifon of Oioabruck. 

*' A cold fweat bedewed my face, when 
** I heard the fatal new5. A terrible myf- 
** tery began to unfold itfelf to my eyes^ 
<• and the preffureof my griefs almoft rcn- 
<* dered me infcnfible. 

** Ulric's fervant, who a few hours af- 
*' ter requefted to be admitted to my pre* 
«« fence, converted my cpnjetftures into 
«* certainty. He would not avpw, that 
*' his matter was a member of 'the fe* 
" eret tribunal ; their oath, you know^ 
" obliges *them to fecrefy on that head { 
^* but the circumftances he related, tojuf^ 
" tify Ulric, proved it too clearly. 

" He owned that his matter had heard 
*• of my brother's misfortune, had been 
** greatly affeftcd by it, had fworn to carry 
'* me away fecrctly, with or without my 
^* confent, and that, refolved to avoid 
C4 « Conrad, 
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*' Conrad, and difplaying the greateft ap- 
** prehenfion of meeting him on the road, 
" he had fent this fervant before, in order 
** to prevent the interview he dreaded. 

" ' But his deftiny,' added the fervant, 
•* * rendered all thefe precautions vain, by 
•* throwing Conrad in his way. My maf- 
^' ter knew bim not : but feeing a cavalier 
*' coming from the caftle, he fufpedted it 
*' to be your brother, and deemed it not 
*' incompatible with his duty to turn back, 
•* and thus avoid the fad neceffity of .at- 
** tacking him. He hid himfelf in the 
** wood, let Conrad pafs, and then refumed 
^* his way, hoping to arrive quietly at the 
•' caftle, when another perfon appeared, 
^* with whom he was alfo unacquainted, 
** but who foon made himfelf known in a 
•^ manner, that threw Ulric into the greateft 
*• confternation. He whifpercd in his ear 
" the commiffion with which he was 
•^ charged ; declaring at the fame time that, 
*• alone, he was too weak to execute it, 
** and therefore claimed his afliftance* My 

" mafter 
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♦• mail flarted fotnc difficulties ; when the. 
" ftranger uttered certain words that com* 
" pelled him to follow. They went togc- 
" ther, and found your brother and ano- 
*/ ther knight repofing under a tree. Thi$ 
•' knight fecms to have been led there by 
V chance, and probably knew not with 
** whom he was in company ; yet he 
^^ thought himfelf obliged in honour to 
^^ take the part of a man attacked by two 
" at once. They fought; my mafterand^ 
" his comrade were vidtors ; your bro-. 
'* ther's fccond was put to flight, and him- 
" felf, after being feverely wounded, was 
** made prifoner, and conveyed to Ofna^* 
« bruck/. 

•^ Ulric, as his domeftic afllired me, 
*• behaved nobly in the combat- He re-i 
** fufed to affift in conducting Conrad tp 
" prifon, and haftened to me, to confef^ 
•* the crime he had been obliged to com^ 
•* mit, and implore my pardon, I an^ 
** fwered, I had no pardon to grant him : 
!* he might poffibly have afitcd agreeably 
C5 *^ to 
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f^ to his cruel duty, but it was no longer 

permitted me to think of a man through 
•whom my brother was about to die an 

infamous death : I had vowed befide ne- 

*^ ver to be the wife of one of his perfe- 

*« cutors, and . . . we were feparated for 

•* ever. I defired the fcrvant to impart 

* this to his matter. 

•* Ulric came to me, to convince me of 
** his innocence. Our interview was pain- 
^* ful. Love and duty aflailed me by turns; 
•' but duty conquered, and Ulric was for 
y ever baniflicd from my fight. 
' ** I Ihall pafs over the regret I, perhaps, 
*' afterwards felt, refpeSing'the condudt I 
*' had purfued on this occafion, particularly 
** when niy brother had efcaped frorh pri- 
^* fon, and a more perfeft acquaintance 
•* with the terrible oath, which obligedL 
•• Ulric and his comrades to commit fuch 
^* aifts of favage barbarity, had taught me 
•* to excufe him. 

** Before the period arrived, when I 
y might have indulged fuch regret, I was 

^* become 
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*' become the wife of Bernard, and Ulric 
** the hufband of Catherine. Thefe dou- 
** ble tics forbad us ever to think of each 
•• other, and nothing was left for us but'to 
*• forget the pad. 

*' Having recited thefe circumftances, I 
** need not tell you, that your fituation re- 
*' called moil painfully to my mind thefe 
" early events of my life ; and that I had 
" fufEcient reafon to warn you not to con* 
" trad an intimacy with Ulric. I knew 
•' him : I was aware of the rigour of hi^ 
*• duty ; and I could not but fear^ what 
*' has fince happened, a repetition of my 
** brother's cataftrophe.'' 

•* Thanks, thanks to that fate,*' cried 
.Herman, prefling the hand of Alicia to 
his heart, ** which has made yo\: my fifter- 
** in-law, and has willed, that, though I 
** was deaf to your counfel, I fhould ftill 
•* owe my life to you. 

*' Poor young man,'* replied fhe, *' how 

•* did I wifh, that my fears, .my terrors,- on 

•• your account, might.be the means of 

C 6 ** fparing 
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.^ fparing you the fmallcft of your fuffer- 
•* ings ! Meanwhile I too ought to thank 
" Heaven for having given me a brother 
•* like you, and that I have at leaft found 
•* in my hufband's family one man whom 
** I can really efteem .... independently of 
.•* him, to whom my refpeft and attach- 
.•• ment are due.*' 

Thefe laft words did not efcape Herman. 
He perceived that Alicia's attention to her 
hulband were founded folely on a fentiment 
of duty, attachment, and the gratitude 
with which his tcndernefs mull naturally 
inijMre a mind fuch as her's. He could 
nor, therefore, avoid alking how ihe had 
become his wife. 

•* ' My brother's affairs,' anfwered flie, 
c» * were in a bad ftate. Such of his poffef- 
** fions as were entailed, were vefted in the 
*^ hands of truftees, and a guardian was 
** appointed me. This guardian was your 
•* brother. You may guefs the reft. He 
^^ took a liking to me, and aiked my hand. 

** I was 
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" I was poor, forlorn, feparatcd from my 
** lover, and . . . • I married him. 

•' Nothing has difturbed our union. 
^' Gratitude has fupplied the place of love 
" in my heart ; and my hulband's fenti- 
•* ments forme have been powerfully fup- 
** ported by the vanity of having become 
•* the protedor of an unfortunate orphan, 
*' and by the univerfal applaufe beftowed 
** on his choice. I have been happy enough 
** to conceal from him, and from all the 
** world, my firft attachment, and to pre- 
*' vent any mifunderflanding between him 
•* and my former lover. My condudt ha$ 
" been fuchj that I have never received 
" from your brother the fmalleft reproach* 
** Soon after my marriage, Ulric became 
*^ my brodier-in-law : bow diftreffing there* 
*• fore would it have been, had I given 
** caufe for fufpicion, or diftruft !" 

" But there is one circumftance, that is 
« ftill a myftery^" faid Herman. " How 
*• was it poffiblc for Ulric fo foon to con* 

'' folc 
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" fole himfelf ? And how, after having loft 
" an Alicia, could he wed a Cath n e ?" 
*' With that I am little acquuinted/' 
anfwered Alicia: " yet, I will tell vo u 
•* what I know, and what are my onjec- 
'* tures. Catherine of Unna, having an 
*• infupcrable averfion to the life of a cloif- 
^* ter, to which Ihe wasdeftined, imagined 
•* that the fureft way of efcaping her im- 
*^ pending fate would be to have recourfe 
•' to the enemy of her family, the old count 
" of Unna. This protedtor of the op- 
'* preffed received her with open arms; he 
^ thought hcf rll-ofed, that Ihe had fuffici- 
** ent rcafon to complain, and promifed to 
*' find her a hufband. It was at his houfe 
•• flie became acquainted with Mr. de 
•* Scnden. At that time the features of 
** Catherine were more agreeable than at 
" prefent ; and (he had the art of conceal- 
•' ing the defefts of her mind. 

" The 'heart of Ulric breathed nothing 
'^ but revenge, for the change that had 
•* taken place in my fentimentsjcfpeding 

« him* 
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«* him. He probably thought he fhould 
** give me pain, by marrying my fifter-in- 
•* law, and thus become as it were a living 
•* reproach in my eyes, of what be had 
•' termed my inconftancy. In his marriage 
" he unhappily found fiisown punifliment; 
•* as you may judge from the manner in 
•* which It was cfFe(Sted. The count of 
'* Unna was too warmly attached to Ulric, 
«* and knew too well the difpofition of Ca^ 
^* therine to difepprove the match. He 
"married them, however, at his earneft 
** entreaty, and then left them to their 
« fate/* 
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CHAPTER III. 

HERMAN was not perfeftly fatisfied 
with the explanation Alicia had given of 
certain particulars in her narrative ; but it 
would not, he thought, have been decorous 
openly to have confeffed it. His firft dif- 
ficulties related to the marriage of Cathe- 
rine ; the next to that part of Alicia's ftor jr 
which refpctfted the myfteries of the fecret 
tribunal ; myfteries, that are now become, 
in many refpefts, unfathomable, and of 
which the documents that have reached us 
afford but little information. 

Ulric of Senden was a principal objed 
of his reflections. The unhappy adven- 
ture of the oaks had not extinguifhed in 
the heart of Herman the inclination he 
had previoufly felt for his brother-in-law. 
Though the event had nearly coft him his 
life, it lowered not Ulric in his eyes, but 
increafed his efteem for him. Even his 
behaviour towards Conrad, was, in his opi- 
nion. 
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nion, eafily juftified. A man, who had 
the courage to facrifice his dearefl inclina- 
tions to his fiippofed duty, deferved as he 
thought, refpedt and admiration, or at 
lead compaflTion. No doubt he judged er- 
roneoully, or at lead extended his maxim 
too far ; but he lived in an age that muft 
haveinfpircd notions different from ours. 

Alicia, at heart, perhaps, more attach. 
ed to Senden than £be had avowed, was 
iittle qualified to rectify the judgment 
of Herman on this occafion : ihe endea- 
voured, however, to divert him from his 
'projeft of continuing to feek the friend- 
ihip of Ulric, and to convince him, that 
no intimacy could fubfift between them, 
while the fentence of the fecret tribunal re- 
mained in force. 

** But he loves me,'* faid Herman, in- 
terrupting her; ** he himfeif declared, at 
** the dreadful moment, that his heart 
•^ was irrefiftibly drawn towards mine. • . . 
" Can he fuppofe that he has not already 
^* fqfficiently fulfilled his cruel duty by 

** the 
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•* the blood he lias (hcd ; and that he may 
" not henceforward live in friendftiip with 
'' me?'' ! 

" Do as you pleafe," anfwered Alicia, 
with a figh : " take it not ill of me, bow- 
** ever^ if I never leave you a (ingle mor 
** mentalonej and if, when I cannot 
*^ watch you rayfclfi.I .appoint others t9 
** fupply my place/' 

Herman availed himfelf of the firfl in; . 
ftant of his perfeft recovery^ to vifit Ulric. 
Joy fparkled in the eyes of Senden, vvhen 
he beheld our young hero cured of bis 
wound, though it was foon obfcured by a 
tear. He advanced to meet him with open 
arms^ as if he would have preffed him tp 
his bofora : but, recolleding himfelf, this 
cordial reception was exchanged for a cold 
and formal bow. 

*^ Is it then impoffible," cried Herman, 
** to move thy heart in my favour ? Have 
^^ I not been able, though at the price of 
" my blo^, topurcbafe thy friendfliip ?V 

Ulric turned afide to conceal his emor 

tion. 
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tion. " One day, perhaps/* anfivered he, 
prefling his hand; ** one day, perhaps 
•••••• but at prefcnt. it is impoffible. 

'* Believe me, I api ,more unfortunate 
'♦ than yourfelf/* 

Alicia, who was prefent, turned the 
converfation to Hewn^n's adventure near 
Fritzlar; and he related, in a manner fo 
clear, the falfc appearances which had 
occafioned him to be accufed of thc^ mur- 
der erf duke Frederic; and the motives, 
which had induced the tribunal of pril^cea 
at Nuremberg, to pronounce him inno- 
cent, that the leaft. fufpicion refpeding 
him could not remain. Ulric begged him 
not to forget the caufe of his flight, and* 
the bufinefs that had brought him into 
this part of the world ; and, when Herman 
had fully fatisfied him on this fubjeft. Sen- 
den fell into a profound reverie, from which 
the converfation of Alicia and our knight, 
could with difHculty roufe him. 

" Herman,'* faid he, at length, " con- 
" fider, that I am not thy judge, if I. 

** were^ 
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•* were, heaven knows how favourable I 
•* ftiould perhaps be to thee !'* 

** You muft, y6u fhall be my judge !*' 
cried Herman, *' and tell me, what you 
** think in your heart of my charader and 
*' Situation !" 

• ** For God's fake,'* replied Ulric, '' fpeak 
•* no more to me of things, refpefting 
**^ which 1 am forbidden to be explicit.** 

"* Th^fe laft words vexed Alicia, and madcf 
Herman fad. They parted from Ulric. 
Bernard returned from Engelrading ; the 
time for confidential interviews was paft i 
they met only at table. Herman, who felt 
his ftrength renewed, grew tired of re- 
maining longer at the caftle. He refleded 
on his bufinefs with the old count^of Urfna; 
be had been obliged to fufpend it but too 
long, and he haftened to depart. 

• Madam Unna, advifed him not to in- 
form her hufband that he was going to vifit 
the enemy of their family ; but, as the 
abbefs of Marienhagen knew his defign, 
it was no fecret to Bernard. Every ima- 
ginable 
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ginable means were employed. to induce 
bim to renounce his intention. Bernard 
reprefented to him the difgrace it would 
be, to demand fuccour and procedion of 
the count, while he had fuch a brother as 
himfelf. Urfula cited the ftory of Catherine, 
who had formerly had recourfc to the old 
gentleman, without obtaining any thing 
from him, but the hand of a man who 
loved her not. They went fo far even as to 
invent numberlefs obftacles to hinder Her; 
man from executing his defign : but he 
remained unihaken in his refolution, and 
difappointed them all, by dcpv^rting in the 
night, without taking leave of them. He 
ran, however, to bid adieu to the good 
nuns of Uberwaffer, and thence repaired 
in hafte to the caftle of Senden, to embrace 
the children of Catherine. 

Ulric, who was perfeftly cured, had 
quitted Plcttenburg before Herman. The 
latter hoped to find his brother-in-law at 
home, and have a friendly interview with 
him ; but he was told by Catherine, that 
5 he 
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he had out fet on a journey the evening be- 
fore, arid that flxe had-reafon to believe, he 
was gone to the old count of Uhna. 

At every inn where he. Hopped, Herman 
found his lifter's fuppofition confirmed. 
Ulric had regularly preceded him a few 
hours, and when he entered the caftle of 
Unna, he perceived fome of Senden*s at- 
tendants in the court. 

At firft he knew not what to think of 
the circumftance : but the ingcnioufnefs of 
his own mind, foon removed his apprehen- 
fions. Ulric might have bufinefs with the 
count of Unna, as well as himfelf; in- 
deed, this muft neceflarily be the^ cafe, 
the count being the chief of the fecret tri- 
bunal in that diftriit, and Senden one of 
the free judges. 

In thofe days it had not yet become cuf- 
tomary todance attendance for days together 
in a great man's antichamber, without ob- 
taining an audience. He who firft arrived, 
was firft introduced. Herman, therefore, 

was 



OF UNNA. 47 

was no fobner arniouncetJ, than admitted. 
He entered, and found Ulric at the door. 

The place rendered any converfation be- 
tween thein impofTiblc. They cnibraced, 
indeed, as they pafled ; but this embrace 
was fo cold on the part of Senden, that 
Herman was fhruck with it, and could not 
help fofpefting the nature of the motive 
that had brought him to Unna. 
■ The old count, whofe locks were white 
as fnow, but whofe eyes were animated 
with all the fire of youth, call on Herman, 
as he entered, a fevere and penetrating 
look. ** Who are you, young man ?" 
faid he, with folemn gravity. 

The venerable afpeO: af the count, and 
the air of dignity hnprintcd on all his 
features;^ impelled Herman, as he named 
himfelf, to bow before him more pro- 
foundly than he had been wont to kings 
themfelves. 

" What is your*bufinefs ?'' 

'^ To demand juftice." 

" RSfli youth ! For the murderer of 
4 «« duke 
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duke Freddric, to demand juftice, is to 
expofe himfelf to the danger of loiing his 
head/' 

•* I am not the murderer of duke Fre- 
** deric/' 

f' Prove it/* 

** My own heart, and this teflimony of 
the duke of Auftria, are my proofs/* 

** The firft, thine heart, I am unable^to 
** readj and the fecond is infufficient. 
*' The duke of Auftria was not prefent 
*^ when the crime was committed**' 

** God then, whofe eye was alike open 
^'. both on the aiTafiin and o^ me : him I 
" call to witnefs.'* 

" Appearances are againft you ?/' 

*^ What equitable judge permits him- 
** felf to be determined by appearances*" 

*' I fit pot here as your judge." 

** Be fo then, as my friend, as the friend 
*^ of innocence opprefl'ed." 

** As j'our relation, if you pleafe; as a 
^^ perfon, who willies to fee you juftified. 
'^ But, why fo dilatory, young man, in 

** having 
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^^ having jTfcourfc to me. I perceive an 
•* irrefolution^ in your conduct which 
V agrees not with innocence. I have been 
*^ informed that you came purpofely to afk, 
**. my advice ; but that, feeling it too irk- 
" fome to wait my return, you thought 
" proper to rcfort to perfons whom I 
•♦ hate, with whom you had hitherto lived 
'* yourfelf on bad terms, and with whom 
•* you have now, it feems, fuddenly become 
*^ reconciled. Their hatred would have re* 
^V commended you more efFeiftually than 
•5 their friendihip ; they are a xrurfed race, 
•• from which there has not fprung a fin- 
•* gle individual worthy of efteem, for two 
" generations.'* 

** My lordj they are my brothers and 
" fitters." 

^* Yes, unfortunately; but for that, 
*^ you would be more welcome to me.'* 

** Can the count of Unna, the chief of 
" thefiri tribunal in thjC world, give 
"judgment fo partially ? Befide, there. 
<* are :in my family an Agnes and 

Vol. ill. D "a Petro- 
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^' a Pctronll^ an Alicia of Lan^^n, and 
♦• a4 Ulf^c of Senden.'* ■ 

** LeavQ the women to themfelves ; 
•* fhey enter not into the account; and as 
«« tpUlricof Sendeh ... .^.^ 

•* tJjpon my honour,** faid Herman, in- 
tprruptijng hiiii, and Irftlr^g his' hands td 
bcay^n, ** I believe hini tp be the nobkft 
** o^ hum.an beings/* 

•* What he whofe ipurderous fword 
*• tad qeafly deprived you pf life!'* 

** H^ did bis duty. .... No doubt I 
«• am hated by him ; perhaps even pur- 
^ fued by hipi hither. Yet I cannot but 
•* lovehim.*' ' 

The cbunt was filent, caft down his eyes, 
^d appeared deeply abforbed iri thpught* 
•* Yes,** replied he, after a long interval, 
^< Ulric b^s been whh me ; he has&id a 
^ great deal cQiiceming ypu, and has 
^< Qccafioned noli^U alteration in the re« 
** C^ptipp lihould have givpjo ygu^ . • • • 
•* You may witbjlraw : when I have need 
•^ of your prefence I will fend for y.ou.** 

I^rinan 
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Heroiwi retire, his M^nrt 0MtA ^kk a 
tbouf^d diSercnr fe€(acion0# 

** Beware, however, of Ifeiug,** eiNisd 
the c^wt of UMfljt aa b« weoB cnK i ^< your 
" purfucrs are every where,** 

^^ Flying I** replied iUfm^^t with a 
tone of tbnteiupt : ** innocence cannot 

Thus ended an audience, from which fo 
much had been expeded, and on which 
the duke of Auftria bad built every hope 
f#r hif favourite* In the count, Herman 
defcried nothing but the^ haiighry rela- 
tion, the prejudiced judge, whofc good 
difpofition towards him he fufpe6:ed had 
been poifoned by perfidious maa^euvres. 

** He has faid a great de^ concerning 
'^ me ! be has occafioned no fmall change 
••in thy reception i*' faid Herman to him* ' 
felf. '^ Ah ! Ulric, Ulric ! I could par- 
•• don thee the (bedding my blood, but ' 
•• thefe falfe imputations agaj^A me^ to a 
•• man 6n whom I placed a.H mtf faope 1 -^ 
•• No : this I c^nbt |^ardon\ 4 . . Tky 
Vz " duty 
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** duty may require thee to deprive me of '"• 
** life ; but what laws could oblige thee to' ' 
« flander me ?" 

In the evening, Herman was fent for by 
the count of Unna. 

** You no doubt know what you ought 
** to think of Senden/^ faid the count. 

" Hitherto I did not know : I have now 
« learnt/' 

** You muft fpeak to me ingenuoully; 
** explain yourfelf therefore. . . . Do you 
M think he has completely fulfilled his duty 
«* towards you J" 

•* I .know not, precifely, of what nature 
". are the duties which he and his col- 
. ** leagues are bound to fulfill. 

*' Relate to me circumftantially what 
**• paffed between you in the foreft. Tell 
" me on what terms ypu lived together 
"before, and how he has treated you 
•' fincc. You have no reafon to fpare 
^' him: he did ;iot fpare you." 

Herman related the ftory as dcfired. 
The count ihook his head. *' This is 

" horrible,'' 
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" horrible/* faid he : " and he did not 
** warn you of the danger that threa- 
•* tened you ? Did not give you the lead 
" hint to induce you to avoid him ?" 

" He could not warn me, I imagine, 
•* without breaking the oath by which he 
•^ is bound." 

" Yet, if he loved you, if he pitied you, 
'* as you then imagined, it feems to me he 
** ought to have cautioned you.*' 

** I confidcred his adion as the grcateft 
•* facrifice he could make to his fevere, his 
'* cruel duty, I thought in reality that 
•• he loved me, and that it was with pain- 
^' ful reluctance he plunged his poniard 
•* into my bofom : yet, now that he has 
*^ been capable of calutpniating me, that 
" he has fought to alienate from me the 
'* heart of my refpedbed relation ! . . ." 

** This is foreign to the purpofe. One 
^* qucftion more. It is faid you were both 
** wounded. . . . They were probably thofe 
*^ flight fort of wounds, made by mutual 
** agreement. People are at hand, ready 
" ftationcd to affift the wounded ; the 
D 3 " wounds 
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•^ wotmds are bound up ; and the piarties 
'* imagine thej have fulfilled all that ho- 
^* nonf prcfcribei to them/' 
- Herman began again the recital of his 
terrible adventure. He defcribed Ulricas 
previous felf-eonfliift in the moft affcdt- 
ing manner, and the violence he fee'med 
td have done hrmfclf, in drenching his 
ftvord in his brother's blood ; and he 
finiflied with Aewitig the fear that remain- 
ed in hifftde. ^^ Large as this is," added 
he, -^* Senden fpared htmfelf ftill kfe; 
>* he feemied delSr^tis of reaching the grave 
.^ befott h\tt\ Whom he conceived hlmfelf 
^ obliged to feiid thither^ that he might 
• ^ not wrtnefs his laft moments. His life 
♦* loftg hdd by a fingle thread, when mine 
♦♦ was already out of danger.'^ 

" His wound, then, wa$ a^ually in* 
:♦* fli<in:ec!by his own haftd, riot by your*s ?*' 

^ By mine ! could I poffibly have lift- 
..^' ed my hand againft my dear Ulric !'' 

**. This IS too horrible !'* exclaimed the 

count j[ clafping his hands together: "A 

'^ fratricide, and a Suicide ! Behold the 

*< terrible 
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'^ terrible con'fecfuences of a juffice which 

^* IS 'did' to be the femblance oi thaft b£ 
^^ heaven t . . . Wretched mortals! whca 

.**' wilt ye fhake off theft cruel chains? . . . 

^^ trlermah^ my foh^ my dear fon ! . • • • • 
^* tJhic of Se'nden, my friend, the un- 
^ happy viftim of thy duty ! . . . Embrace 

/* eacli othet ! your differences are foF 
^ ever at an end I'^' . 

As he faid tKefc words, thcf count open- 
ed a door, that was by his fide. Ulric 
rufhed forward, arid clofcly folded Hef- 

,m4n in'4iis arms^' My brother! my 

*** friend I'^'cfied ne : •* At length J can giye 
^ utterance to my feelings :. 1 4are fpeak 
<^ whatltHnkofthee/' 

Herman ftodd as if petrified. He cotti- 
prehencjed nothing of x^hat he faw, or 
what he heard, and was indet^rmined 
whether he Ihould return the careties he 
received from Ulric. 
, ^' Young man/* refumed the count, 

>• you are ignorant pf what has been go* 

J* ing forward here tt>-day. Voir do 

D. 4 ^ ^ not 
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*^ not fufped:, perhaps, tbat you aad 

** your friend have been put tp a mo(l 

** dangerous proof. The life of pne^ 

" and my good opinion of the other, were 

•* at flake : but your depofition has faved 

'•* both. Uhic of Senden, who had al- 

•^ ready been accufed of not having prp- 

** pcrly difcharged his duty, as aii iijftrj;- 

*• ment of fecret vengeance, in the affair 

*^ of Conrad of Langen, was charged 

** with . having failed in it a fecond "tune 

«* with regard to you. It was faid, that 

•* he had cautioned you, and given yoii 

** arms to defend yourfclf; that heVhajl 

•* wounded you only to fave appearances^ 

^* and had, for the fame reafon, been wound* 

*« cd himfelf. Such faults, alas ! to which 

<* humanity ought to give another name^ 

** are puniflied by us with death. Tne 

** condudt of Ulri'c gave a plaufible^face 

*' to the accufation. He arofe, and con- 

*• tefted in the fecret tribunal the fcntehce 

" that had been pafled on you ; he defended 

*' your innocence, and even denianded leave 

to 



a 
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" to refign his place, to be divefted of the 
** fad dignity of executioner of the divine 
*^ vengeance, that he might live with 
** you in brotherly amity. Upon this he 
" was condemned. For my part, I trem- 
** bled at the injuftice committed under 
** the facred name of our tribunal. I in- 
** fided on an inveftigatioa of the affair. 
" Your arrival afforded me a favourable 
" opportunity of difcovering the truth. 
** Some words that I let fall gave you 
^* reafon to fuppofe that Ulric had flan-* 
" dered you to me. The difpleafure this 
♦^ excited in your mind removes every 
*^ fufpicion of your partiality in his fa- 
V vopr. You anfwered my ftudied quef- 
*/ tions without preparation ; and your 
. ** anfwers agree with his. Thus Ulric k 
/^ juftified ; and Herman, as a (reward 
" for his ingcnuoufnefs, obtains the* 
" liberty of being in future thet friend of his 
** brother-in-law without any apprehen- 
** fion, as the re Agnation of the latter will 
" be. accepted without difficulty/' 

D 5 « And 
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-''•'^^ And will not Herman, roo, be juffi- 

^^* fl^d?*' faid Ulfic, who held the hand 

'^th'^ 'jnoiing knight in his dwn. 

*" ' ^ I ardently wifti it : bur, alas f what 

-^ Ihave learnt from 3'ou rcfpedmg him, 

•^ thotrgh demonriration in my eyes, is not 

'** to in thofe of dthers ; and he niuft be- 

-^'» take himfdf to flight. Tinxe renders 

'^^^' poffible things that at prefent can fcarce- 

'•** ly be ejfpedted. One important cir- 

!•• cumftancc, however, I have difcoVered 

'•* fjom you, my dear Ulric : it is, that 

" bcfide Kunzman, who at his death 

•• declared Herman an accomplice in his 

*• crime, two or three others engaged in 

^* the murder of duke Frederic were feen, 

•• who, perhaps defignedly, have not 

•* been fought after with fufficient dili- 

^*' gence. God knows how an enquiry 

" into this important point came to be 

•* ncglefted when judgment was given ! 

*' .... But vengeance will overtake 

f* thofe villains, and their depofitions 

*' will 



^* will ccmfirtn or contradiA that of Kunz- 
•^ man, and (how where lies the truth/' 

*• They will be found to cohtradid it/* 
cried Herman, , " or I am not worthy of 
^ being related to tjxe noble count of 
•^ Unna/' 

*• I tfdft that ydu art worthy of it.. 
/• You (liall be my relation, nay> my fon, 
•* If timejalHfy prct Iti the eyesi.of the 
^^ world, as you are alrestdj^ jifftifi^. 2n* 
•^ittihe/' 
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CHAPTE,Jl IV. 

.^^.. . : r- ^ .'..:. \ 
, T H E two friends quitted the. count to 

enjoy their happinefs in retirement. --^ ., 

; ** Ti^pu wertmy defender to the count, 

^ *^ then ; apd not my accpfer !" faid H^x- 

.man ,as. fppn as he had alittj[e i^ecoyer^ 

jfrooxhis furprife.. . . . . ., 

** G>uld the generous Herman lufpQ(3: 

** his Uiric of treachery ?" 

** From this moment then, I may call 

•* thee my brother, my friend. Thou wilt 

** no longer perfecuteopprefled innocence; 

** thou wilt no longer fhut thy ears to the 

*^ voice of truth/' 

" Did I ever ihut them to it ? No : the 

** truth and thy innocence flood confeiTed 

^* to my fight. Thus a mortal terror 

** feized me, when I faw thee adorned 

** with every manly grace, afking my 

" friendihip, confiding in my honour with 

** all thy native franknjfs, while, on the 

^\L . ) a v: •* other 



OF UN K A. 6x 

*' othe^*. hand, a voice within me whif- 

." percd; ' ih? judges have condemned, 

.5^ ' and thou' muft kill him/ Inceflantly 

*' was I purfued by thine image, now pale 

** and bloody^ then fmiling and begging 

** mercy of me . . My heart was oppreffed, 

** my reafon wavered : a thoufand times was 

" I tempted to kill myfelf alone ; but I 

/* was cqmpellcd to aft as I did,— Let us, 

' *.' however, forget what is paft ; the chains 

J^ are broken } thou haft pardoned me ; 

.*^ and we. arf friends fipr. ever." 

• Thejoy felt by Herman, athaving gained 
.a place in fo noble a heart, increafed as 
^jUlric fpoke J but his friend became filenc 
all at once and thoughtful. 

" Leave me,** faid he at length, " I 
-^^ forgot, 4 hat; tin night, till the free 
^•*' judges meet',r (Kail not' be rcleafed frorfi 
^" my bath ; and that in the mean time our 
1" fituation remains as before/* 
; r Herman fmiled at the extreme exadnefs 
cdf his •'brbthcr-in-law, and left hini in order 
* to "prepare ifor his journey, whfch the count 
^'- "' " ' had 
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had fo ftitmglf recommended to him to 
baflett, and which t^afs nd dtfiefwife diia- 
grecable than as k bdre the odious ap- 
^Uation of flight. 

What paffed in the Tetfet ttibmil tvitK 
tefpeft to Ulric of Senden^, in what manner 
he was difmiifed from that gf eit and itoyfte- 
f ious fociety * which had extended if% em- 
pire over half Europe, and how he Was di^ 
refted both of the will and thfc poWer of 
taking a part in its tranfaftioriS' for tht fii* 
ture, remained concealed froth Herman':, 
and when afterwards, id threir cbftfidehtial 
moments, he pot fome queffidns'^ii the Iblji- 
jeft to Ulric, Ulrick looked at him with 
difpleafure,. and impdfcd filende on hithi 

♦ The fecrccy miintained }n the iboiety.of the ih^ 
m&hkij fays Mocf^r, wept ib far, that not oply wm 
the public ignorant of the caufe of the dteath 6£ a. 
perfon execuicd by order of the Iccret tribunal,, 
but even the cftiperbr hitnfelf knew not whartpaifed' 
kv t^tfoi-nmiAbld codi^t of ju^atu#ei II wai not. 
rveft pennkted hith to aik tk^ namer qf ^h^n^ litho* 
^3wer» coiuknmed by it^ except tkat^-if he meotioiH 
ied «ny names, he was anfwered by a fiiHS^le'yeSt 

The 
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The next day Herman found his friend 
"infinitely more amiiable. His behaviour 
Was free and open ; his air gay and jocund ; 
and, if nothing were faid refpefting the 
fociety he had the preceding night abjured, 
theJre feemed no fecrct in His heart which 
he was not ready to difclofe. 

He fpoke without refervc, not oriTy of 
the love which he had felt for the charm- 
ing Alicia, and which, alas! was not yet 
'td-ally extinguithed, but alfo of his fingu- 
lar marriage with Catherine. His adven- 
tures with the latter he recited in a manner 
too extenfive to find a place here. Suffice 
it to fay, that Catherine employed all pof- 
iible means to obtain his love, and to era- 
dicate from his heart the image of his 
former miftrcfs, of whofe name flie was 
Jgnorant. Vexation, and a vviih perhaps 
to avenge himfelf of the inexorable Alicia, 
tiad feconded her endeavours, and by foU- 
'citations and fecret intrigues all other oh- 
flacles were removed. 

.. In thofe days there was uo confiderabfe 
family, in which were not to be fourid 

^ • CDC 
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one pr more monks, who, under thje title 
of confeflbrs, meddled in all its affairs, 
amongfl which iU-fuited and unhappy mar- 
riages were not the leaft important. Hence 
no doubt came the proverb : marriages are 
made in heaven : . for the rponks always 
fpoke in the name of the Lord^ wheneveF, 

.to ftfve theirowji ends, ihey thought prpper 
to encdk a union of thiskind. Their adr 
drefs was fa^ fuperior to that of our moT. 
dern match-makers : and the perfpns whom 
it pleafed thefe adepts to unite by indiC» 
foluble bonds could not efcape their fate, 
\yhatever were the inconvenieneiies pf the 
alliance. On this occafion, father Boni-> 
face, Catherinefs confcflbr, exerted his 
abilities; (he became madam Sendenf 
and the reft was left to -providence. 

V The: count of Unna, during th^ 4:w.clver 
month that Catherine fpent with him,, had 
more than one occafion of obferving her 

iaults. His acquaintance with her difpofi- 
tion confirmed him in the opinion he had 
been aqcuftomed to form of her. family in 
general, and he confented to her marriage 

with 
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with the worthy Uh-ic with regret. Rea- 
der, thou canft form no conception of the 
authority, which, in thofe unhappy times, 
-tnonks cxercifed dver the beft difpofed 
minds. 

' The coUht of Utina may >'ith juflice be 

ranked antiong the moft enlightened men 

of his age. 'We have heard his fenti- 

'tnents 6f the fecret tribunal, which agree 

better with thefe times of general illumi- 

^natiotl/ thah with the ignorance of his 

own. Yet was he fufficiently fufceptible 

of we^nefTes and prejudices. Of this 

hi^i invincible hatred towards the family of 

'Unna', his coufins, is a proof. His ob- 

'ftihacy 'bn'tliis head was fo great, that all 

'Herman' could fay in favour of them was 

'taken ill, and, had he perfifted in dcfenJ- 

Irtg them, he would have rifked Iharing 

the enmity of the count. Ulrlc was fo 

Convinced of this that he thought proper 

to warn him in private to defift. 

•* You are not aware,*' faid he, one 
day, " how dear the good underftanding, 

^•^thatt 
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,*^ tl^.^t appears to reign between you and 

•* ywr family, bad. like to have coft you. 

V Il^.was true, .th^t ^ made your uncle 

" change his refolution with regard to the 

.*^ reception be intended you ; but in a -way 

fVthp reyprfe of th^M; in which, j[ou uoder- 

/f , ftood \Xf^ The count, who, without 

r*f. knowing you^ had always = loyed yoq, 

U Wcawfe jou were on had terms with hh 

<* cw^fijis, whom be.detelled^ fell intQ.^p. 

** extreme rage, when he heard, that you 

** had; gone to vifit them,, before you had 

-V waited upon him, and thft jthey^ weije 

.!^ reconcilod to you^ and had treated .ypia 

5« ff\t\i kindnefe, J, had great 4?fficujtjr;ft> 

^5V remove the prejudice he had, on this 

¥ account, conceived againft you ; and tp. 

,•* prevent bis fcndiag you away,, as ,ym^ 

fi bis deten^ination, without feeing^yoy,?, 

/ Herman learnt from this difcourfe , the 

frefti obligations he lay under to Ulrica 

,but he fighed to think, that the beft cha- 

»aers. ha4 their faulty ; aqd conceived,. 

tbyat^ in tbe endj, he thould find it dij£cuic 

to 
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to accommodate himfelf to the littlcncffcs 
of his uncle^ which made him look for- 
wards with a fort of plcafure to the day of 
his departure. 

The chevalier had expreffcd a defire to 
repair to Venice, to join the knights of the 
Teutonic Order, who were then making a 
campaign againft the Turks ; and the old 
COutit bad oppofed it only from the fear, 
that he would there meet and form an 
intimacy with his brother John. Her- 
:inan knew, that his brother, who was 
fpoken of as an amiable young man, had 
TOtered into that order ,; and he could not 
avoid Owning to himfelf, that the dcHre 
of meeting him was his principle motive 
fbr wilhing tb fee Venice ; but the pru- 
dent UlriC advifed him not to difclofe this 
motive to the count ; and by obferving 
this precaution, he at length obtained 
his uncle's confent ; and was prefcnted by 
him with an equipage more fplcndid per- 
haps than any lord of Unna had ever pof- 

fcffed. 

CHAP* 
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CHAPTER V, 

WELL difpofed as was the count of 
Unna towards his nephew, his office ob- 
liged him to adt with fecrecy, Herman, 
as yet, not having obtained a repeal of 
^ the fentence pronounced againft him by 
tlie fecret tribunal. The fword of the in- 
vifibles flill rejnained fufpended over his 
liead, and circumftances might occur, in 
which his uncJe, with all his power, would 
.be unable to fuccour him. 

Both the count and Ulric muft havo 
been aware of thefe dangers, for the pre- 
parations for our hero's departure were 
urged with the utmoft fpeed, and Sendcn 
could with difficulty confent to fufFer hii^i 
to depart alone. 

Herman reminded him of his children^ 
who, during his abfence, would be left to 
the fole care of a mother, little qualified 
to have the charge of their education ; and 
dated to him, that, being alone, his flight 

would 
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would be more eafily accompHflicd. IJIiic 
yielded to thefe arguments, embraced his 
friend, and took leave. The equipage 
and attendants given him by his uncle. 
had, for the greater fafety, been fent be- 
fore to the place of their deftinarion. 

Hitherto Herman had not been accu- 
ftotiied to flight ; and, forgetting that his 
journey was in reality of that dcfcription, 
he .travelled with as much confidence as 
if he had" nothing to fear. His fole pre- 
caution was to choofe a difguife, by means 
of which he. might appear without being 
known in the midft of his purfuers, and 
take the road didlated by his heart. 

What this road was may be eafily guef- 
Icd. .Love and friendfliip called him to 
Nuremberg, where he knew duke Albert 
fiill refided, and where he conjedlured Ida 
might alfo be. He was ignorant of what 
had happened to the princefs fince his de- 
parture; he was ignorant, that the ftep 
Ihe had taken to fave him, that the auda- 
city with which Ihe had ventured to pry 
I into 
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into thefecret^ of tbc terrible unknown 
judges, had been atteoded with the moft 
melancholy confequenc^s to her and hct 
fatbex ; and h^d foon conftrained her to fly, 
in order to cfcape tb^ vcn^eaow of her 
enemies, 

Herman w^s well acc^uainted with all 
the windings of dujke Albert's h.oufe# 
The firft thing be did> therefore, on en* 
tering a city where he hoped to find all 
that was moft dear to bio^, was to repair 
to the duke's, and make his appearance^ 
when leaft expedted, and before his gcn» 
tlemen in waiting, a fpecies of animals 
lefs numerous then than now, had time to 
amiounce him. 

The difgoife of Herman did not long 
impofe on his friend* Soon he folded him ' 
in his arms, exclaiming, ^ Herman!' 
** my dear, my unhappy Herman!" 

f * Why unhappy ? Am I not with my 
** prince ? Shall I not fee my Ida, or at 
•* leaft hear news of her ? Arc not my 
V |?«ofjjpe<l&, brightening ? ^ . ,., Ab^ my 

•• lord ! 



QF UNNA. yi. 

^ lord ! how much an? I indebted to yauj^ 
•• for fending me lomy refpedlable relation! 
" What has he not done for mc ! what has 
•• he not promifcd me hereafter ! That I 
"(hall become his fon, if my ihnoccnceji 
** which he confiders as already provedi 
•• be piAHcly acknowledged. What flat* 
<* tcrirtg hoJ[)e8 for my love! . ... Do. 
•* you think the coiint of Wlrtembcrg 
•* will refule his daughter to the fbn of 
-«• his old friend the count of Uan;] ?" 
■'•* Oh Herman ! joy and l;o^)e miflead 
••'thee. Thy imagination tranfpoits itfdf ' 
•* to future fcenes, and thon perceiveft 
** not the abyfs that yawns at tli> leer/' 

«* Theabyfe! • • . . Ah ! luiiderftand 
'• you. You mean to fay, th:u I am no^ 
•^ in fafcty, that I mutt not remain here, 
•• But, one day only, my dear prince, one 
•• finglc day,' to relate to you my feli- 
*' city • • • • and • • • • and« • . • if it 
•• be pQflible, to fee Ida '* 

"Ida ! ... • Where is (he ? . . . , 
** ^ you then know ? . . « . Ahs I ihe 

'< has 
( 
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** has been obliged to fly. I gave her. 
** fome of my people to efcort her, and 
** to-day I hear, that Ihe parted from. 
♦• them, and they arrived at Ratifbon . 
•^ without her. Ah ! perhaps (he is novK, 
•' in tl\e hands of. her enernies !..-<> 
** Perhaps flie is no mpce ! , . . . Oh !; 
^* Herman^ Herman ! what fliali we do to 
** favc her. if to fave her it be not al- 
•* ready too late ?"* ... , 

. The duke's anxiety, was fcarcely fliort 
of the defpair which fcized Herman oix 
his hearing fo unexpectedly this dreadful, 
news. 

When, however, they were a litUe 
calm, it was refolved, that Herman (hould 
immediately repair to Ratifbon, there to . 
collet further information, and aft as^ 
circumftances Ihould didate. Duke Al- 
bert briefly related what Ida and her fa- 
ther hacl fuffered during bis ab'fence^ and^ 
our youth departed overwhelmpd with 
affliflion. 

The 
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The report of the return of the cava- 
Kers, who were to have efcorted Ida to 
Hungary, was confirmed, and Herman - 
foon learnt the motive that detained th^m 
at Ratifbon. He heard, too, what pre- 
vented them from returning to give an 
account themfclvcs of what had happened 
to them, and to the princefs cntrufted to 
their charge. That the reader may be 
duly informed of it, we (hall here infert 
part of the relatron given to Herman, by 
the commander of the party. 
• ** The princefs/' faid he, " whom we 
^* were directed to efcort, is, in fome mea* 
** fure, the occafion of her own misfor- 
•* tune. She did not think proper to take 
** the road, which we had been direded 
" to purfue, and things turned out as they 
•« generally do when women pretend to 
'• be wifcr than their advifcrs. When we 
« arrived on the frontiers of Auftria, we 
" learnt that Winceflaus had efcaped from 
•* prifon, and that the Bohemians appear- 
** ed defirous of reinftating him on the 
Vol. III. £ " throne. 
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•* throne. Farther reports confirmed this 
•* intelligence/ It was faid, that Win- 
** cellaus and his wife had already made 
** their entry into Prague, and had receiv- 
*' ed anew the oaths of their fubjedts, and 
" that this happy event was celebrated 
** throughout the country with joy and 
^' feafting. You know the invincible at- 
•' tradlions fcenes of this nature have for 
** women. The princefs inftantly altered 
•^ the whole plan of our journey ; and old 
** Cunegunda, who attended her, con- 
*' firmed her in her whim. They would 
** not liften to our intreaties, and we took 
•' with them the road to Prague.'* 

Herman was^'atiip lofsto imagine, that 
it was not the defire of .pleafure, but that 
of feeing her parents by adoption, and her 
dear Sophia,, that had attracted Ida to the 
capital of Bohemia. The narrator con^ 
tinued : 

" We arrived at Prague. The princefs 

^^ lived retired, and., it was eafy for us to 

^' watch over her fafety. At firft, (he 

. .»! . *^ "\dcm 
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*f fcldotn went out of her houfc, .which> 
** was that of an humble citizen. She did 
" not go to court, but contented hcrfelf 
•* with informing th^e queen of her jjjrrival, 
•* by whom Ihe was vifitcd, Wc foon 
** perceived, that the riotous feftivity of 
** the place, had lefs attradion for her 
" than the fricndlhip of the emprefs, Ida 
** and Sophia frequently went out toge- 
" thcr to the new church of Saint Mat- 
'* thias, or the convent of Bethlehem.* 
** Sophia's misfortunes appear to have 
" rendered her devout, and our princcfs 
** willingly followed her example. Their 
** religious praftices;, however, could not 
*' have been perfedly conformable to the 
•* true faith, for they excited the atten- 
" tion of the archbifhop Subinko, and we 
•* had rcafon to believe, that fnares were 
*' laid by the priefts for the princcfs of 
** Wirtcmberg, whom ihey began to con- 

♦ The church of St Matthias, or St. Matthew, 
bore alfo the name of Bethlehem : there remain few 
tracci of aay convent of that nanr.e. 

E 2 *' fidcT 
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** fider as the fedudlrefs of the queen. All 
•* our caution could not prevent her from 
** falling into the hands of her perfecu- 
*^ tors, one day when Ihe accompanied 
" Sophia in one of her ufual walks, dur- 
" ing which' we were forbidden to attend 
** her. The pains we have fince taken, 
** to difcover the place where Ihe is con- 
** fined, have been ufelefs. Three days 
" after the event happened, I was fent for 
** by the queen : * Confole yourfelf,' faid 
** Ihe to me, * and read with attention, 
** this letter I have juft received. Pre- 
" ferve it carefully ; it will put you in 
** mind of what your miftrefs requires of 
« you.''* 

At thefe words, the captain took from 
his pocket a letter, which Herman per* 
ceived was written by the hand of Ida. 
He kiffed it, and read as follows : 

" Have no apprehenfions, my auguft 
<< fovereign, for your Ida; fhe is out of 
•* danger. The only misfortune that has 
«' happened to me is, the being conveyed 

" tQ 
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•* to a convent in Hungary : but roy fafe- 
" ty, and the interefts of duke Albert, 
** required me to vifit that country, and 
*' my perfccutors are themfeFvcs obliged to 
** aflift me in repairing to a place whither 
•' my deftiny had before called me». 

*^ I pray you to difmifs my efcort, and 
" diredt them to repair with fpced to Ra» 
" tifbon. I have juft learnt, by Angular 
" accident, that one of the pcrfons mod 
'* dear to me in the world, is in a fitua- 
/^ tion to require aflSftance. It is, per* 
*^ haps, my father. It may be Her- 
" man. • • . . It is neceffary, that the 
*^ cavaliers remain fome days in the city 
*^ I have mentioned, and endeavour, by 
" ftrift inquiry, to difcover what I can 
** only hint to you obfcurely. 

" O Sophia ! Sophia ! When and where 
•* fhall we meet again ?'' 

" And what have you done," faid Her- 
man eagerly, ** in obedience to the prin- 
«' ccfs's orders ?" 

" Nothing," faid the captain^ with a 
E 3 fmilc, 
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fmile, " but 'wait here for the event an- 
^* nounced, *which, no doubt, muft pre- 
** fent itfelf ; for we have not penetration 
^^ enough to inquire after things of which 
** we have no idea/* 

The love of knights for their miftreffes 
was, in thofe days, of fo exalted a nature, 
that they copfidered the lead indications 
of their will as laws. A pretended dream 
of the lovely Ida, had formerly, as we'have 
feen, fufficient power over Herman, whofe 
mdttb was, innocence never Jlies^ to induce 
Tiim to retire from his enemies. Remem- 
l)erirtg this,, can we be fufprizcd, that the 
tnj'ftcribus words cbiitained in lier letter, 
Ihould put in motion all the faculties of his 
mind, to difcover and execute her beheft. 
His prefence roufed the negligent cavaliers 
into adtivity ; arid, before the day was at 
an end, the prophecy, or prefentiment, 
of the princefs of Wirtemberg, who had 
pointed out Ratifbon as the place where 
one of her deareft friends was fuffering, 
■ was vcrifi^di in the fame manner as the 

dream. 
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dream, which bad announcfcd the con- 
demnation of Herman by the fecret tri- 
bunal. 

Ida's father had quitted Nuremberg, as 
we have fecn, to conceal himfelf awhile, 
and take refuge in Italy, He did not fuf- 
ficicntly diveft himfelf iof the appearance 
of raiik, and his fecret enemies were too 
numerous for him to arrive, without dan- 
ger, at the place he had chofen for his re- 
treat. 

It was not improbable, that, had he re- 
mained longer at Nuremberg, he w6uld 
have been elc<fted emperor in preference to 
all his competitors. To thefc, therefore, 
it was of importance, rtbt only to drive 
him from thence, but to prevent his re- 
turn, till the choice had fallen on fome 
other prince. The tiaiie of the compe- 
titor, whowas rnoft aftivein this bufinefs, 
has never tranfpired; but certain it is,, 
that the fcheme fucceeded ; count Ever- 
ard had been attacked on his route and 
was adtyially a prifoner at Ratifbon.^- 

E4, The 
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. The imperial cities, having Jong been 
the declared enemies of the count of Wir- 
temberg, readily feconded the ill-defigns 
of his enemies. Each, on this occafion, 
would have wiflied to have aded che prin- 
cipal part ; and the proud citizens of Ra» 
tifbon rejoiced, that fortune had fo fa- 
voured them, as to place in their hands 
their ancient and moft inveterate enemy. 
The event was the more pleafing to them, 
as it was fure to deprive him of all hopes 
of the imperial crown. 

. The people of Ratifton confided fo 
much in their own ftrength, and the pow- 
erful afliftance promifed them, that they 
juade no fecret of his captivity. We will 
not venture to decide, whether, when the 
knight of fidelity heard of the misfortune^ 
of the count, it afforded him greater pain 
or pleafure; but his deliverance appeared 
10 him a matter aa certain as that he was 
imprifoned ; and what a delightful idca> 
to rcftore to liberty the father of Ida ! 

A* 
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A% fortune appears fometimes to have 
cxpofcd a female to the danger of pcrifli- 
ing by fire, or by water,. mer<;ly to afford 
her lover an opportunity of (aving her, 
and of thus obtaining her afftnt to his 
happinefs; might it no**, in like mm- 
ner, have permitted ^he captivity of a 
rigid father, that,, recovering his liberty 
by means of the lover of his daughter, 
his gratitude might foften him, and deter- 
mine him in favour of his deliverer. This, 
at Icaft,. Herman believed as firmly as the 
gofpel. He accordingly invented a thou- 
fand ftr^tagems to attain his end. Though' 
hefuccecded in nor^c of them, -he did riot 
defpair. Time paflcd away. The impe- 
rial crown had been placed on the head of 
Robert count Palatine, and count Everard- 
was no longer thought of. At- length for- 
tune fniilcd' for a moment on tht brAve* 
Herman,, and the father of Ida found him- 
lielf at liberty in his arm?. 

The count of Wirtemberg thanked our^ 

knight with great emotion, and gave hiixi' 

E s the: 
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the pleafing appellation of fon ; an expref- 
fion to which Herman probably affixed a 
meaning, that the count by no means in- 
tended it Ihould convey. Meanwhile he did 
not conceal from him, that his liberation 
would have been infinitely more pleafing, 
had it been effei^ed earlier : ^* for," faid 
he, " nothing can now be done for me, 
'^ till Germany becomes again diffalisfied 
** with it's mailer ; a period that I ihall 
" probably not live to fee/' 

Herman, who had no great defire of 
feeing Ida the daughter of an emperor, 
made no anfwer to this refleftion. He 
fecretly wiftied long life to the emperor Ro- 
bert; and that, on his death, his crown 
might defcend to Sigifmond. Mean- 
while, count Everard forrowfully prepar- 
ed anew for his journey to Italy, and did 
not feem to be averfe to the knight of 
fidelity accompanying him. The inte- 
reft Herman had taken in his deliverance, 
the favour he was in with the count of 
Vnna, the hope that he would, in all 

probability. 
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probability, be foonjuftified, and, above 
all, the total difappointmcnt of his ambi- 
tious fchemes, made the count feel lefs 
repugnance to the lover of his daughter 
than formerly, and confidcr it foaictVmes 
as a thing not impoffible, that he miglit 
.become his fon-in-law. 

What happinefs for our young hero, 
when, occafionally, a word, or a look, 
gave him reafon to fiifpcft, that the count 
entertained fuch a thought ! Thus he joy- 
oufly took his way to Italy, ahd the cava- 
liers of duke Albert, of whom there was 
no longer need, were difmiffcd, and re- 
turned to their mafter. 

Herman, enchantedj had now fcarpely 
any anxiety but for Ida : and what chiefly 
confoled him was, his imagining himfelf 
under the protection of fome benevolent 
power, who deftined him to become, at 
the appointed time, the moft fdrtunate of 
kuihands. 



E6 CHAP. 



94 HERMAN 



CHAPTER Vr. 

THE relation of the chief of duke 
Albert's people was true; but it did net 
comprize fomc circumftances of which be 
was igniorant, and whiclv we fh^U no^ im- 
part to the reader. 

The report of a happy change in the 
fortune of Sophia having reached the ears 
of Ida on the confines of A^uftria,. the de- 
fire of participating the joy of her beloved 
friend induced the princefs to change the: 
road marked out, for good reafons, by 
duke Albert, and K> take that which led 
to Prague. 

She alighted at the houfe^ which ihtt 
ftiH with pleafore called the dwelling o£ 
her father. What pen can defcribc the 
rapture her ptefence occafioned ? The 
good dame Munfter thought (be ihouid 
die with joy at feeing again hex? Ida, now 

princefs 
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prmccfs of Wirtcmberg, yet as affeftionatf,. 
a) fond, and as dutiful as ever. 

** Where is my father ?'^ cried the prin- 
ccfs, when the exccfs of her joy would 
permit her to fpcak. 

Mrs. Munfter, without having the lealflf 
doubt refpeding whom Ihe meanty went 
•ut to fend for her huiband, who- was 
then fuperintending die crc&ion of the 
grand aitar of the church of St. Matthias^ 
She direftcd the fervant not to tell him by 
whom he waa wanted j and then haftenedi 
to join fda^ from whom ftie was not abfent 
a moment without regret.r 

They were fitting fide by fide, the hand 
ef Maria reding on the knee of her 
daughter, who held it clofely locked ift 
her own, while the other handoflda'^ was- 
paflTed round her mother's neck; her eyet, 
in which. W4*re painted inexpreflible a£. 
fcAion, were fixed earnefily on her's-; 
they fpoke little, but tears and iooks fupn 
plied the place of c'onverfatiom Such was 

the 
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,the afFefting pidiure that prcfented itfclf 
when Munfter entered. 

Ida immediately arofe to embrace him. 
The fccne of mute tendemefs, was renew- 
ed : and it was not till after a confideraWe 
interval that there at length took place be- 
tween thefc happy mortals a converfa- 
tion, rhe fubjed: of. which the reader will 
cafily conceive, if . he has been whole 

. years feparated from the object he loves, 

•ahd has experienced, during the Reparation, 
various viciffitudes of good and ill : he will 
cafily conceive, that each wifhes at once to 
lay before the other all that has happened 
to him ; to relate his profperous and ad- 

.verfe fortune ; and recite the minuted cir- 

•cuhiftances he has found interefting. . ' 
The defire of feeing honell Munfter 

.and his wife was, perhaps, the chief mo- 
tive, that had induced Ida to vifit Prague, 
though not the only one. Sophia was alfo 
an inducement; but how could flie ap- 

,pear before her? The lituatipn oiF our 
heroine did not permit her to (how her- 

fl^lf 
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felf publicly at court. Munfter, whom 
the queen knew and efteemed, took upon 
him to acquaint her with the arrival of the 
princefs of Wirtembcrg, and to. inform 
her of the precautions it was neceflary to 
employ. To thefe Sophia (hewed the ut- 
moft rcadincfs to conform, and declared, 
that, the better to conceal her friend's 
abode at Prague, flie would fee her only 
at his houfe, whither (he would repair that 
very evening, accompanied by one of her 
ladies. 

The gentle and humane difpofition of 
-Sophia was even meliorcftcd by iTwsfortune. 
Her fufFerings had. deftroyed in her every 
fentiment of pride. She had received too 
good a leflbn on the precarioufncfsDf fub^- 
lunary things not to defpife the wretched 
ceremonials attached to her rank. She 
deemed it no degradation, therefore, to 
vifit the abode of a fimple citizen. Friend- 
ihip led her to the houfe of Munftcr, as 
benevolence and generofity had already 
frequently led her to vifit flill more hum- 
ble 
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ble dwellings. Ida threw herfelf into t&e 

arms of Sophia. Tears of joy flowed 

down the cheeks of each ; all diftindtions 

of rank were forgotten: fo> ftrongly did 

the queen feel the happinefs of preffing 

to her bofom a true friend, that (he would 

probably have given the fame loofe to hep 

feelings, had the objed: been the plebeian* 

Ida Munfler inft^ad of the princefs of 

Wirtemberg. 

The two friends reciprocally opened 
their hearts to each other. Sophia relatj- 
cd the long tale of hen misfortunes, and 
concloded ir widi the forrowful- obfer va^ 
tiorr, that her 'hufbahd,. the author of fo- 
liianyills, of which he had hinifelf been 
thevidtim, was rtill not much amended ^ 
and that as to herfelf the fole advantager 
ftie had derived from the chagrins whick^ 
fte had participated with him,, was to be 
a little nior-e beloved, and a. little more 
refpe<5ted by hirti, than at the beginning 
of- her marriage.- Indeed it would have 
proved Wincellaus to- have been a monfter,; 

had- 
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had the faithful companion of bis (brrows, 
his friend, his comforter, not excited in 
him at.leaft fome flight feelings of grati- 
tude. 

Sophia was faid to have been rendered 
a devotee by misfortune. She was pious, 
it is true, but not what is properly called 
a devotee. It was at this period that 
John Hufs began to propagate his doc- 
trines. His eloquence, and the firiftnefs 
of his condud, procured him a great num- 
ber of followers. The lax morals of th? 
priefts of thofe days, and the virulence 
with which they perfecutcd him, contri- 
buted alfo to his fuccefs. The queen was 
among the number of thofe who were fe- 
duced by the apparent fandily and recti- 
tude of this new teacher. She took de- 
light in hearing him. She dared not at 
firft indulge her inclination as much as (he 
wilhed, becaufe the archbifiiop watched 
all her fieps ; but her fecret connexion 
with Ida led her, under the veil of fecrecy, 

infcnlibly 
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infenfibly to take more liberty than be- 
fore. 

Indifferently drefled,. and often on foot 
and without any attendant, the queen 
went frequently ta vifit her friend, who 
accornpanied her to the cjburch of St. Mat- 
thias. Sophia, in fpite of her difguife, 
ftill preferved an air of dignity, that be- 
trayed her; and the good citia^cns' wives 
Svere delighted to find that their xjueen 
thus mingled With theiii, and fliarcd their 
devotions. . ' ' 

The doiflTines of Hufs made fingular 
progrifs among the women. A great 
hitoy ladies of the firft rank prided them- 
fclvcs HI attending his fcrmons, divefted 
of their ornaments and clad in all the fim- 
plicity of the primitive chriftians. 

Th^ hand of Munfter had executed a 
mafter-piece of fculpture, which decorated 
the church where Hufs delivered his doc- 
trine : but, placed in a private chapel,' it 
was feen onlyby a few. Different groups 
of ftatucs, that did honour to the Ikilful 

and 
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and learned artift, reprcfented, on one (idcj 
the divine founder of the chriftian religion, 
with his humble difciples, in their genuine 
fimplicity; and on the other, the pope of 
Rome, in all the vain and oftentatious 
pomp of royalty, attended by his cardinals* 
Ida requefted her father to (bow. this per- 
formance to the queen. Sophia was de- 
lighted at feeing before her eyes the cxafl: 
reprefentation of what Hufs had often fo 
boldly depi<5ted in his fermons ; and em- 
ployed an ^ble painter to copy it in minia* 
tare.- This pidure was placed in the 
queen V oratory. 

Hufs continued to* thunder againft the 
manners of the ecclefiaftics of his day* 
He frequently alluded to the fine fculp- 
tufe of Munfter ; thoufands came to fee 
it; many followed the example of Sophia, 
and procured copies of it, which were 
publicly difplayed in their houfes, in tcfti- 
mony of the truth of the reformer's doc- 
trine. The priefts, inflamed with rage, 
fixed their eyes on the queen, whom thcfy 

charged 
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cUar^ed with being the inftigator of thtfc 
diforders ; but, placed in too elevated a 
flation for them to wreak their vengeance 
on her, they accufed Ida of having fedu- 
ced her, and, as the perfon deareft to So- 
phia, they dtrermined to vent on her all 
the fury of their wrath. 

Hufs was attacked more openly. The 
aflfair was examined into in due form, a 
proceeding which brought confiderable 
prefents to Wrncellaus, whofe corrupti- 
bility was well known. Nor was he un- 
grateful. Confidering Hufs * as the firft 
caufe of this new fource of wealth, which 
poured into his treafury, he appointed him 
his confeffbr. The two handfome. here- 
tics, Ida and Sophia, became more bold ; 
but the fecurity they felt proved fatal to 
Ida, occafioning her to fall into the hands 
of Subinko, before Ihe fufpedted herfelf 
to be in the leaft danger. 

* ** What a fine goofe," was his faying, " that 
** layt KK fo many golden eggsJ** 

She 
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She was one day returning home,^eep- 
ly meditating on a private converfacion ^ 
flic had juft had with ' Hufa, which to- 
tally abforbed all her faculties. Undoubt- 
edly Hufs was no prophet ; but the great 
influence he poflefled in various places, 
and the number of his adherents through- 
out Germany, procured- him the know- 
ledge of things with which others were 
unacquainted. He had been informed, of 
the misfortune of count Everard; he was 
not ignorant, that Ida was his daughter ; 
and he ^had that evening warned her to 
think of Uiccouring the perfon in the world 
moll dear fo her, who was then at Rati- 
ibon in the \hands of his enemies. Hufs 
thought he Iiad fpoke with fufficient clear- 
nefs ; he was fnot aware, that, to a lovely 
young damfelJL there might be another per- 
fon as dear to hV^ ^^ her father, and that his 
mode of expriffiot^ was precifely calcu- 
lated to leave h«F in doubt. 

In effed, Ida cW^^^^"^*"^^ "^^^ ^^7 ^^ 

afli: a more dirc<5kL_^xpl^^*^^'^n from the 

6 ^^' ' holy 
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holy man; and ihe was walking flovvly, 
and without fear, to the houfe of Munfter, 
when Ihe favv a number of armed men, 
who intercepted her paflage. She per- 
ceived prefently that fhe was the objed: 
of their puifuit: Ihe cried for help ; but 
It was tob late. The ) oung princefs was 
conducted before the archbilhop, who fe- 
verely reproached her wiih herefy, and 
condemned her to be confined in a con- 
vent in Hungary ; a fentence which fiie 
heard with little emotion. She fvA no- 
thing but anxiety for her friends ; an an- 
xiety which confidcrably increafed, when 
ihe refledted, that it would now be impof- 
fible for her to do any thing /:o fave him, 
of whofe danger fhe had bceQ: informed. 

Meanwhile the goodnefs ^jf her heart, 
infpired her with a ftratagerrr furely excu- 
fable under fuch circumdaqiccs. She cor- 
rupted one of her guards,^by means of a 
valuable ring, to deliver ^Kj Sophia the let- 
ter we have mentioned 'M^bove, which even- 
tually afforded HerJj^H|[ j^^ opportunity of 

liberating 
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liberating her father. She . hoped, what 
adually happened, that her commiffion 
would be executed ; and fhe departed for 
the place of her deftination, with fo much 
the greater pleafure, as it was that to which 
flie would fliortly have repaired of her own 
accord. 

Ida felt no apprehenfion, that fhe was to 
remain eternally confined in the convent to 
u'hich (he was conduftcd ; conceiving it im- 
poffible, that a punilhment fo fevere fhould 
be inflidled on a perfon who had commit- 
,ted no crime. She reckoned, too, on the 
enjoyment of a certain degree of liberty 
in her deftined abode ; and the poffibility 
of executing the commiffion, with which 
Ihe was charged by duke Albert, as effec- 
tually as if Ihe had arrived there under the 
pcotedtion of that prince. At all events, 
flie was certain of one thing at lead, name- 
ly, that (he Ihould be fecure from the pur- 
fuits of the fecret tribunal^ which of all 
things in the^ world was what llie mod 
dreaded. ^ 

' ' It 
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It may not be fuperfluous to acquaint 
the reader before we proceed, with the 
commiffion which duke Albert had en- 
trufted to our heroine on her departure 
from Nuremberg. The duke had receiv- 
ed from Herman, fome traces of queen 
Mary of Hungary, firft wife of Sigifmond, 
being ftjU alive, who had long been fup- 
pofed to be dead ; and the principal bufi- 
nefs of the princefs of Wirtemberg was 
to inform Elizabeth of this <:ircumflance, 
and endeavour to find out the convent in 
which her mother was confined. He had 
laid down a plan for her to purfue in 
this refearch, which we have already ob- 
fervcd, was attended with difficulties : flie 
was, therefore, difpofed to adt as chance 
Ihould point out, or circumftances re- 
quire. Befides, flie thought it cruel to 
tell an unhappy daughter, that her mother 
was living, before Ihe Was certain of the 
faft ; and thus infpire a mind of fenfibi- 
lity with anxious doubts refpeding the 
fate of her to whom flie was indebted for 

exifleBce 
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e^Kiftence, without being able to give her 
any confolation. Ida well knew the fo* 
Ikitude of filial affeftion ; and this 
motive, united with others, made her re- 
joice that flie did not vifit Hungary in the 
manner (he had at firft intended. 

When the archbifhop had pronounced 
her fentence, Ida afked permiflion to 
change her convent, if (he found herfclf 
not pleafed with that appointed for her re- 
treat; which he readily granted, as he 
knew he could revoke the permiffion at 
pleafure. Such was the foundation on 
which (he had eredted her hopes. She 
trufted (lie ihould thus have it in her pow- 
er to vifit a variety of convents, without 
her defign being fufpefted, and without 
her being expofed to any charge, but that 
of ficklenefs of difpofition. If by thefe 
means Ihe could difcover the perfon (he 
fought, (he propofed to acquaint Eliza- 
beth with her mother's exiftence, and the 
place of her retreat : duke Albert and his 

Vol. III. F future 
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future bride, were then to come to liberate 
the queen, and of her who had difcovered 
the place of her detention; and thus all 
was to end happily. . 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VII. 

DURIN G a tedious journey, Ida had 
fufficicnt leifure to form projects, and fcaft 
herfclf with hopes, which however began 
to droop the firft day of her arrival at the 
convent ot St. Anne. 

This convent was placed in a fituatlon 
to which nature had been by no means 
kind. The lofty mountains, covered with 
thick forefts of gloomy pines, with which 
it was furrounded, could cherifh no fenti- 
ments but thofe of grief and melancholy. 
The deep and narrow valley, from the 
bottom of which rofe the walls of the mo- 
naftery, precluded all extent of view, and 
the heart feemed to (brink from the fad 
ftcrility that every where prefented itfclf to 
the eye. Hence difcontcnt and rancour 
fat brooding in every countenance; and 
wcarifomenefs and difguft pervaded equal- 
ly the parlour and the chapel, the gallery 
F 2 and 
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and the garden, the cell and the hall of 
recreation. 

Ida imagined herfelf in a few days per- 
fedly. acquainted with every inhabitant of 
this mournful abode ; and was convinced, 
that here Ihe (hould not find her of whom 
(he was in fearch. This difcovery would 
have driven her at once from her melan- 
choiy afylum, had (he not thought it de- 
corous to ftay at leaft a few weeks, in a 
place where (he was treated with the great- 
eft refpeft, and where (he had no caufe of 
complaint, but the tedium of her fituation, 
a feeling which (he fliared in common with 
every nun. 

The time which the prudent Wa thought 
proper to remain in this convent pafled 
away, without her being able to find a 
fingle pcrfon in whom Ihe could place 
fufficient confidence to open her heart. It 
was even impofBble for her to obtain any 
fatisfaftory account of the neighbouring 
convents; which would have been ofJbme 
advantage to her in direding her choice, 

when 
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when Ihe fliould make known her 
define of changing her fituation. All 
the intelligence ihe could obtain, was, 
that near them was a convent dedi- 
cated to St. Nicholas, whi^ih was, in a 
manner, dependant on that of St. Anne, 
and the patron of which was obliged annu- 
ally to vifit his fuperior faint. 

The time of this ceremony was fnear. 
When the day arrived, the journeying 
iaint appeared, attended by an cfcort of 
plump and fair damfels, who were fuffi- 
cient contrails to thofe to whom they were 
forced to pay homage. Their reception- 
was by no means cordial. Whilli the two 
abbefles, with the ancient matrons, held t 
chapter, the young nuns of St. Anne's 
formed themfelves into parties from which 
they were fo unpolite as to exclude thofe 
of St. Nicholas. 

Ida, however, joined a party of the nuns 

of St. Nicholas. Thcfe young women 

pleafed her much better than her prefent 

hofts, and Ihe dcternriined to take their 

F 3 convent 
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convent for her next refidence. The nuns, 
whopene'trated her intention, and confidered 
her as no infignificant acquifition, boafted 
of it, as a. place which had always 
been an afylum for ladies of diftinc- 
tion. At prtfent, it was the abode of a 
princefs Gara, who was formerly miftrefs 
of the houlhold to queen Elizabeth of 
Hungary. 

The nuns of St. Nicholas departed with 
their faint, and foon after, Ida declared 
her intention of refiding at their convent. 
But ihe foon found the execution of her 
projects lefs eafy than ihe had imagined. 
Numberlefs difficulties were ftarted, and at 
laft (he was obliged to wait till the ab- 
befs had written to Prague for the aflent 
of the archbifliop Subinko. 

His anfwer was long in coming, but at 
length it arrived, and contained thedefircd 
permiflion. Ida found the adieus of the 
pious fifters fufficiently cold, which ren- 
dered her reception' at St. Nicholas the 
more agreeable. 

Soon 
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Soon after her arrival, Ida mtroducecl 
herfelf to the princefs Gara. Her name 
was fuffjclenc to en fare her a favourable 
reception from that lady, who in her youth 
had been intimate with her mother. Ida 
revived in the princefs's mind a thoufand 
pleafing recolle(3:ions; her name, her fi- 
gure, her perfon, recalled thofe of Ida of 
Dortmund, and thefc remembrances laid 
the foundation of a tender friendftjip, as 
far indeed as friendlhip could fubfift be- 
tween perfons of fo dilproportionate an 
age. 

The princefs Ro<e Gara was a living 
chronicle of ancient times. She was never 
wearv of talking over the events that had hap- 
pened at the beginning of the reign of the 
princes now living, almoft all of whom Ihe 
perfonally knew. Ida*s chief objedt in 
courting her acquaintance was to get in- 
formation refpedling the queen of Hun* 
gary, but this feemed to be the only p6int 
on which ihe chofe not to be. communica?^ 
tive. 

Ida 
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Ida would probably never have fuccejed- 
cd in her attempt, but for a circumftance 
which threatened totally to exclude her 
from the confidence of the princefs. Ex- 
periencing from her on a fudden, extreme 
coldnefs, llie could not avoid urging her 
to an explanation. *^ Read this, and 
*^ judge/' faid the old lady, putting into 
her hand a letter flie had juft received. Idsk 
read as follows : 

** My dear princefs, the reports of Al- 
** berths infidelity are conlirmed. How 
** juftly did you warn me to beware of 
^* th^ fate of my unhappy mother ! You 
" already know, that Albert has appeared 
«* for fome months to have forgotten me j 
*^ that a fair enchantrefs had gained his 
^' heart, and driven me from its poflef- 
•* fion. Now learn her name. It is Ida, 
*' the celebrated Ida of Wirtemberg, who, 
*' condemned by the fecret tribunal, was 
*• protected at Nuremberg by Albert, and 
" is now fent by him into Hungary, with 
** a ftrong efcort, there to await a change 

in 
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«• in her fituation, heaven knows in what 
** manner. 

" I am indebted for this difcovery to 
'* the perfon who gave me the firft infor- 
*^ mation, my intimate friend, the daugh* 
" ter of the princcfs of Ratibor. She too, 
•* loft a lover by the artifice of that fe- 
** duftrefs. Grief and dcfpair have driven 
** her to this convent, which I fear will 
** be alfo my laft afylum. 

" I wi(h to know more of my enemy, 
" Imago's mother has promifed me fur- 
*' ther accounts, and even the name of 
" the place to which Ida is condudled, 
" The princefs of Ratibor has an exten- 
" five acquaintance, and great intercft : 
*^ (he kn«ws almoft every thing that paffes 
** throughout the empire of Germany, and 
" her information may be depended on. 

•* Malicious Ida ! what have I done to 
^* thee, that ihou (houldft deprive me of 
" the affeftions of Albert ? . . . . She is be- 
" fides an heretic ! . . . . She remains at 
** prefcnt concealed at Prague; the queen 
F5 vifita 
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" vifits her in fecrct ; but the princefs of 
** Ratibor is endeavouring to feparate 
•* them, and for that purpofe means to 
** draw on the odious Ida the attention 
** of the archbifliop. We Ihall fee where 
** this will end. 

** My news from Prague is already old ; 
•* ficknefs and forrow prevented my com- 
** municating it earlier. 

** ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY.'* 

It is poffible that Ida's looks, on read- 
ing fuch an unexpe6tcd accufation, would 
have confirmed the fufpicions of a perfon 
Icfs fagacious than the princefs Gara, but 
fhe had patience enough to wait for her 
anfwer, and then judge with impartiality. 

Animated with the wiih to remove this 
injurious imputation, Ida ingenuoully re- 
cited the hiflory of her acquaintance with 
the duke, his fricndfliip for her, and the 
commiffion with which Ihe was charged 
by him. When Ihe bad finiflied, (he ran 
to her chamber for the letter Albert had 
given her for Elizabeth, and which luckily 

ihe 
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fte had in her pocket when (he was car* 
fied oflF. 

The princefs read it. Ida could not 
have produced a ftronger proof of her in- 
nocence. Every line fpoke love to her to 
whom it was addreffed, to the bearer no- 
thing but friendlhip. It contained a cir- 
cumftantial account of what Albert hoped 
to cfFeftuate in Hungary by the affiftance 
of Ida ; the news of the exiftence of queea 
Mary ; and fchcmes for difcovering the 
place of her retreat; and concluded with 
a requeft to Elizabeth to protect their 
common friend the princefs of Wirtem- 
berg, and deliver her into the hands of no 
one but Herman ot Unna.. 

The princefs Gara was convinced. She 
embraced Ida, made an apology for her 
conduct, and begged leave to fend the let- 
ter of duke AUicrt to Elizabeth in order to 
difpel her apprehenfions and juftify her: 
fuppofed rival in her affedions. 
-Ida readily complied, as Ihe had now loft 
air defirc of delivering the letter herfelf, 
F 6 *^ This 
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^ This gentle, innocent, angelic princefs/' faid 
ihe to herfelf, ^* is, however, prone to jea- 
** Joufjr and injuftice. This mind, de- 
** fcribed to me qs fo elevated and feniible, 
•« is fubjeft to error, and difpofed to lif** 
•* ten to the infinuationrs of malice. Poor 
^ Albert ! Heaven grant thy union with 
*' her may be happy !" 

Ida was wrong. In fimilar circumftances^ 
fhe would have been guilty of the fame 
faults with which fhe reproached Elizabeth, 
who was in reality good and amiable. She 
had forgotten, that Ihe had herfelf bceii 
once intimate with the perfidious Imago, 
who was now poifoning the niind of the 
daughter of Mary. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

» 

FROM the preceding event the intU 
macy between Ida and the princefs Garjv 
increafed. Ida had no fecrets for her re-, 
fpeftable friend ; and the princefs, find^ 
injg her queftions were not prompted by; 
idle curiofity, readily confented to fatisfy 
her refpedting the early part of the hiftorj^ 
o( queen Mary, of whofe exiftence^ 
however, ihe ftill continued to entertain 
doubts-. 

^* It is not without mingled fcntimentjs 
** of pleafure and regret,'* faid ihe, " tha? 
*^ 1 recall tp mind the firft years of my 
** youth, fpent within thcfe walls, which 
«* now afford a retreat to my old age, 
** Elizabeth, queen of Hungary, who feU 
** dom quitted her hufband, and whp 
" thought it dangerous to habituate her 
" daughter Mary too early to the buftle 
*' of a court, chofe this convent for the 

y place 
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•^ place of her education, and entrufted to 
** me the care of her infancy. I was then 
^^ of a proper age to become the gover- 
*^ nefs of a child, to whom inftrudiion 
** ought to be playfully conveyed, not 
** adminiftered with the ordinary feveriry 
*^ of fchool difcipline. I had been fix 
*^ months married, having efpoufed prince 
" Stephen Gara, to whom my hand was 
^ given merely that I might one day be- 
**'come miftrefs of the royal houfliold. 
*' The old gentleman was obliged by his 
" place to attend conftantly at court ; and 
" his young wife . regretted not in her 
*^ pleafing retirement the honour of figur- 
*• ing by bis fide. 

" Mary had few attendants ; indeed 
** none befid'e myfelf, Ida of Dortmund, 
** your mother, and little Barbe of Tirnan. 
•* From her infancy Ihe gave no promife of 
" beauty ; though, as ihe grew up, a 
" fine (hape and dignified air in fome mea- 
** fure fupplied it's place. Barbe was 
«* much handfomer ; and 1 own, I diflik- 

" ed 
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•* ed her for this advantage over my prin- 
•' cefs. Better informed too, and more 
•• lively, fhe had a thoufand little talents 
** that Mary could never attain. I would 
" gladly have feparated them ; and, had 
" I fucceeded, I fliould probably have 
** fpared my pupil many misfortunes, and 
*' her companion a multitude of crimes. 

** Mary was the only child of king 
" Lewis, and confequently heirefs to the 
•* throne, and it was thought proper 
** to ftrengthen her right by a power- 
** ful alliance. With this view (he was 
" betroth-ed, attbe age of nine years, to 
•^ Sigifmond, fecond fon of the emperor 
•' Charles IV. and only a year or two 
" older than herfelf. 

•* Sigifmond came to vifit his future 
*< bride. From his youth and rank he 
•* could not be denied free admifBon into 
^* the convent. Unfortunately he there 
** faw Barbe alfo, and, though fo younjj, 
** could not avoid being extremely pleafcd 

^* with 
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«* with her. This I obferved, and took 
** care (lie Ihould be removed from his fight. . 
I *^ Sigifmorid came often to fee us. He 
f* was now no longer a child ; he knew 
•* how it became him to behave to her 
^ who was one day to place the crown of 
f Hungary on his head ; and the princefs^ 
" who began to love him, eafily believed 
« allhefaid. 

* :^ ;I faw however his attentions in a 
** truer light ; and I frequently affured 
M Mary it was not her he loved, but the 
** heirefs of th6 Hungarian throne. ' Let 
^ us put him to the teft,' faid (he, ^ and 
" We Ihall fee/ 

** The king frequently vifitcd his 
*^ daughter, of whom he was fo fond he 
^ could refufe her nothing. Availing 
^ herfelf of the power ihe had over him, 
«* (he requefted a favour, which evinced 
** lefs prudence than prediledtion for Si- 
" gifmond, and which the king would 
•* unqueftionably have refufed, had he not 
♦* been blinded by paternal affedion. 

I " « Her 
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" Her requeft was, that her father would 
" adopt Sigifmond, and acknowledge hir^ 
'* for his fucceflbr. * I will not be loved 
" by him^' faid {he, .* for the fake of 9 
" crown. I would rather owq it to him, 
** than place it on his head. I believe 
" sthat he loves me ; but I would have 
** others believe fo too, I would have it 
f^ f^id thj^t, it is Mary, not the heirefs of 
^' Hungary, tbaiiV^ courts/ 

'* The king fmiled, confented, an4 we 
" fobn heard that he had adopt^ed Sigi£- 
f* /nond. The .pfincefs was delightecj 
*• with the ple.ifurc (he. had procured her 
** lover* She cxpefted a fpecdy vifit frotn 
^* him, and the warmeft thanks. Yet Si- 
** gifmond caroe not; but contented binj- 
** felf with fer>ding a letter, which was 4 
•* political chef-d'oeuvre. 

•*^ Mary w,as enchanted with it ; but I 
** defired her :to notice the name of lifter, 
** which was foiftcd into almoft every line. 
** I could not, however, make her imbibo 
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** my fu'fpicions, though they were foon 
•* too plainly verified. 

** Barbe was now maid of honour to 
•* queen Elizabeth, and her ripened charms 
•' revived the inclination (he had former- 
" ly excited in young Sigifmond. This 
** was foon no fecret, and the queen im- 
•* mediately, though too late, fent for 
" her daughter to court, to repair the ill 
*' that had been done in her abfence. 

•* The report of Mafy's coming was 
^* foon fpread. Sigifmond, finding his 
** intrigue with Barbe was remarked, and 
'* that he fhould now be under fome re- 
•* ftraint, pretending urgent bufinefs in 
•• Poland ; and when Mary appeared in 
" the capital, (he was met with joy by 
« every one, except by him for whom 
** alone (he cared. 

" The loyal Hungarians celebrated the 
•* arrival of their princefs with enthufiafm^, 
•f and intreated th^ old king to have her 
j* crowned whilft he was living, that no 
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** one might difpute the throne with her 
^' after his death. 

** The law which declared Sigifmond 
*• heir to the crown was not irrevocable. 
*' The voice of the people, and the in- 
•^ treaties of the queen, to which mine 
" were added, prevailed, and Mary was 
*• proclaimed queen of Hungary. 

** ^Sigifmond was one of the firft to con- 
*' gratulate her. He even returned from 
*• Poland to perform this duty in perfon. 
•* Mary was no longer ftyled lifter : he 
•* was now not her brother, but her lover, 
** her future fpoufe. Had Mary fol- 
*' lowed my advice, Ihe would have diG- 
•* miffed him as he deferved. But who 
'* does not know the weakncfs of love ? 
** She took care not to afcribc his return 
*• to the crown flie had juft obtained, and 
** loved him more than ever. 

** ' Do you not perceive,* faid flie, 
*• * that he is attached folely to me ? Ig 
•• there a finglc lady of the court who 

'* caa 
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.*' can obtain fo much as a fmile from 
« him ?' 

" Mary was right.- Sigifmond appear- 
•* cd to have no eyes but for her; for 
** Barbc was not prefent. This woman 
** had heard that the beauties of Poland 
** liad cured him of his paffion for her, 
** and believing this Ihe had confented, at 
.". the earnefl folicitations of her family, 
** and in order to retrieve her reputation, 
V to an honourable marriage. The per- 
*' fon Jdeftined for her hufband, was John 
** Herwoit, governor of Croatia, upon one 
*J qf whofe eftates (he at this time adually 
** lived as his betrothed wife. 

" Meanwhile Sigifmond fought her 
** every where. She was the only perfon 
*' for whom, after numerous infidelities, 
!• he ftill retained an inclination. Her 
*' abfence therefore was infupportable to 
^i him'. At length hearing of her intended 
** marriage, he became dejected, and find- 
^J, ing it impoflible to continue liis dull 

** court 
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** court to Mary, be refolved on a fecond 
*-* journey into Poland. 

'* Lewis died^ and Mar)'' afcended the 
" throne. She would certainly have been 
** a good queen had ihe governed alone : 
•* but there is a proverb which fays : 
** where a woman reigns, men are fore 
" to hold the fceptre. The Garas had 
«* the effedive fway in the time of the late 
** king, and they maintained it under 
•* Mary. Their oppreflSons provoked the 
** people to revolt : and Btirbe prevailed 
" on John Herwott, to feize the queen 
^* and her mother, and confine them in 
" his caftie. 

** With this I acquainted Sigifmond, 
** whom the Garas had prevented from re- 
** turning from Poland. He releafed Mary : 
" but Elizabeth had already fallen a fa- 
" crifice to this diabolical confpiracy. Her- 
** wott fell in the confliA ; and Barbe was 
** fufScicntly artful, to pretend, that Ihe 
•^ too was a prifoner there, and indebted 
" to Sigifmond for her deliverance. 

'< Sigifmond 
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, *^ Sigiftnond was fiifEctently powerful 
*« to quell the mal-contents, and re-efta- 
^* blilh Mary on the throne. She became 
** his wife; but from that time I never 
«•' faw a fmile on her countenance. The 
*^ fccnes that had paiTed in the caftle of 
" Herwott were continually before her eyes, 
** and flie was always repeating to herfelf 
** the name of her unfortunate mother. 
** The grief which inwardly devoured her 
** deftroyed the remains of her feeble at-' 
** tradlions. Sigifmond, to whom fpright-' 
" linc^fs and gaiety alone were pleafing, 
*^ ufed to call her, to his confidential friends, 
*< mcping melancholy, without reflefting on 
«* the caufes which had rendered that title 
" applicable to her. 

^* Barbe appeared at court. Mary 
«* fuffered it. It was neceflary ihe fbould } 
•* nor had (he any objedion ; for flie en- 
« tcrtaincd not of her thofe thoughts 
•* which I concealed in my heart. Hea- 
•* vcn forgive me, if I impute to the 

^* wretch 
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" wretch more, crimes than flic commit- 
•* ted!. 

^* That the king's intrigue with Barbe 
" might be the better concealed, a march 
•* was made up for her with count Peter 
" Cyly, furnamed the Weak. But the 
" motive became too apparent; and the 
** fbrrows to which the queen had long 
" been a prey, added to the vexation at 
•* having fo worth lefs a rival, induced her 
^ to retire to a convent. She was at this 
*' time pregnant, and her health was fo 
** impaired, that apprehenfions both for 
•* her life and the child's were enterrain- 
*' cd. I accompanied her to this place, 
*' where it was her wifh to bring her in- 
" fant into the world, r,nd die. It was 
** my firm refolve to be her only nurfe, 
•• and to truft to no one befidesr: but I 
«'^ was taken dangerouily ill, juft as her 
*' delivery was daily expefted. The good 
*• nuns of St. Nicholas faved my life ; and 
•* when I recovered, they did not conceal 
" from me, that they fufpcAed I had been^ 

'' poifoned. 
6 
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•* poifoned, PofTibly they were right i 
" the fyraptomsof my diforder wereterri- 
" ble, and there were certainly perfons 
*' who felt no joy at my recovery. 

** My firft care was to inquire after the 
** queen. They informed me that Ihe was 
** dead ; and this news had like to haVc 
«< efFefted what ficknefs failed to accom- 
- " plifh. I afked the particulars. The 
** nuns could only tell me, that, on being 
** taken ill, the countefs of Cyfy hadcome 
*' to fupply my place, and that the queea 
** was removed to another convent, where 
** Ihe was delivered ^of a daughter, whofe 
*' birth cofl her her life. 

** The child was the next objedl of my 
*' inquiry. Her mother, they told riie, 
" had defired, on her death bed, that fhe 
" Ihould be entrufted to my care; and 
*• the king had refolved to comply with 
" tfeis, her laft requeft, in fpite of the re- 
" monftrances of the countefs of Cyly. In 
'^.^ faft, I had foon the pleafure of folding 
* in my arms this precious legacy of my 

" unfor- 
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f^ tunatc niifti;efs. One of the nuns of 
^^ St. Anne's had been coinmiffioned t6 
*' deliver her to me with a letter, which I 
*' opened, and read as follows : 
• ^^ I am dying, my dear Gar a: I have enly 
^^ thne to give, the loved name of Elizabeth to 
^* my childf and recommend her to your care'. 
^^ 7 he nun who writes thefefew words for mi 
^* zvill tell you more. 

** I frequently a£ked after this nun, but 
'*' no one could tell me her name. The 
*^ fufpicion, that the death of Mary might 
•* be a pretence of Barbe, induced me to 
" make various refearches, from whicli I 
** deCfted not for many. years. They have 
** ended in nothing; judge, then, my 
>* dear Ida, what may be cxpeded from 
*^ yours/' 

*' And do you imagine," f:iid the prin- 
cefs of Wirremberg, " that your rela- 
'^ tion has convinced me of the queen's 
" death ? .... On the contrary m/ 
«' hopes are greater than ever." 

Vol. IIL G « Ikn^w 
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*' I know not, ray child, on what you 
** can found them. Elizabeth is now fix- 
' •* teen years old. Is it poffible, that her 
•• mother could have found no means of 
** acquainting her with her fituation in all 
** ^at time ? Confider, too, my fruitlefs 
*' refearches : and remember, that Mary 
" was, at a dangerous period, entirely in 
*' the hands of Barbe. Surely that re- 
V morfelefs woman would never fufFer her 
•* rival to live, when fo favourable an 
•• opportunity of getting rid of her pre- 
« fented itfelf/' 

•* How then came fhe to fpare the 
** young princefs, who was equally in her 
*« power ?*' 

** If Mary had been delivered of a fon, 
^* no doubt Barbe would have taken care 
" of him : but a daughter was by no 
" means an equal obftacle to her ambi- 
•' tious proje(fts. Perhaps, too, Sigifmond 
** might have arrived earlier than he was 
^* expefted ; or Barbe might have thought 
^* of ingratiating herfelf wiih him, by 

^' ading 
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'* afting as a mother to her, inftead of 
** mc^ whom (he muft have fuppofed 
" dead." 

" It is difficult to form any judgment 
" on a bufinefs fo involved in obfcurity," 
faid Ida, with a penfive air; ** time, how- 
** ever, may yet clear it up/' 

The princefs Gara was filent. But, 
prefently, to fatisfy Ida, flie gave her a 
more particular account. of the infancy of 
Elizabeth. 

The young princefs, to whom, in con- 
formity to her dying mother's requeft, (he 
was to fiipply the place of a parent, was 
left in her charge but a few yctars. At an 
early period ilie was called to court, to be 
betrothed to the young Albert of Auftria: 
as Sigifmond round fuch a fupj^ort ncccf- 
fary to prop his (baking credit. After 
Mary's death, the hearts of his fubjedls 
were gr<:atly alienated from him. Barbe 
was obliged to quit the court, and retire to 
her hufband's country feat. The king 
went to make a campaign againft the. 
* Gz Turks; 
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Turks; and in the mean tinite Ant .his 
daughter to Klaufenburg, Barbe having 
inftilled into his mind fufpicions concern* 
ing the princefis Gara and the nuns of St. 
Nicholas. 

. The return of th? king ; his imprifoa- 
ment ; his amoiK with the princefs Helen, 
at the cattle of Soclos; his adventures at 
Cyly ; and many other events, of which we 
have already given an account, fuccocd* 
ed, and were crowned by his marriage 
with Barbe, who thus became the flep- 
mother of EKuiabeth. 

This union was fatal to the daughter of 
Mary. She was clofely confined at Klau- 
fcnburg ; her hopes founded on duke Al- 
bert dim inifhed; her heart became a prey 
to jealoufy ; and her mind was filled 
with a thoufand difagreeable refleftions* 
In faft, Albert had written to her lefs 
frequently, on account of the diet at Nu- 
remberg, and perhaps too, becaufe his 
attention had been much occupied by his 
friendfhip for Ida. The princefs . of Ra- 

tibor. 
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tibor, whom fome malevolent genius had 
condufted to Klaufenburg, and thus 
brought acquainted with Elizabeth, had 
framed, with her mother's affiftance, the 
caiumny which Ida had To fenfibly felt^ 
ar>d which bad nearly deprived her of the 
fricndihip of the princefs Gara. 
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CHAPTER IX- 

THE princefsof Wirtemberg rcfleft- 
cd ferioufly on what Ihe heard, and ulti- 
mately refolred to employ the permiffion 
given her by the archbifliop in continuing 
her fcarch amongft the neighbouring con- 
vents. 

Her firft choice fell on St. Emery, a 
houfe which enjoyed the reputation of hav- 
ing formerly ferved as a prifon to a queen 
of Hungary, and which (he imagined 
might a fecond time have a claim to that 
diftindion. That Mary was alive, and that 
a convent was her abode, Ihe could not 
doubt, after what Herman had he^rd from 
the mouth of Barbe. On that Ae found 
ail her hopes were founded, and (he pro- 
mifcd herfelf in the end to execute the 
commiffion of duke Albert, and gratify 
her own wi(hes.by the liberation of the 
imprifoned queea. 

She 
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She cxpedted no difficulty in departing 
from St. Nicholas^ and was not a little 
furprized, when the fuperior, to whom flie 
communicated her intention, informed her, 
that fhe muft firft acquaint the abbefs of 
St. Anne, on whom ihe was dependent, 
and who had exprcfsly enjoined her, un« 
der pain of being excommunicated by the 
archbiQiop, not to let the princefs efcape. 

Thus was the poor .Ida as much a captive 
here as in the melancholy convent of St* 
Anne, though her iicuation was not quite 
fo difagreeable. The abbefs fcnt for an- 
fwer, that as the archbifhop wfiS; foon ex- 
pefted in that diftrid, the princefs of Wir- 
temberg muft wait his arrival, when (he 
would have an opportunity of making her 
requeft to him in perfon. 

We have yet given the reader no iketch 
of the character of Subinko ; nor indeed is 
it of much importance. He was a little red 
faced old man, who had nothing of dig* 
nity about him, but the mitre that covered 
bis thin grey locks; and had certainly 
G 4 never 
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iievei^beifbrft been expeded with impati- 
tnce by a young and beautiful damfel. 
He Wis confidered in his day as a pious 
and learned man ; though in faft he knew 
Ad Virtues' but the irifignificant forms of a 
cldifier, no learnihg but that of a monk. 
In (bort he was totally without morals, 
And equally devoid of every quality 
which renderal youth amiable, or age re- 
^tfted. ' 

' At lehgth this perfonage arrived at St. 
Nicholas, and Was announced to the prin- 
ctti of WirtenAerg, before he had feen 
the fupcriof * Ida received him with her 
nitural gi-acefulnefs, and the pkafure oc- 
calioned by his arrival rendered her ftill 
ibore attrafting. 

• '* May I aflc, fir/* faid (he, thelnoment 
ftit ftw him, ** yo«r permiflioft to leave 
^ the cbnVeht 6f St. Nicholas/' 
•**' Leave St. Nicholas!'* anfwered he. 
•^: Are y6u not young lady fomcwhat too 
^* fickk in'yoiri^'difpofition ? This is al- 
^ read jP the ^fecbnd convent to which you 
... - , > a have 
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•' have taken a dlflike during your ihort 
<ral>pde in this country, — WJiat would 
^' be the. confequencc if God had called 
*' you to a religious life,, and it were ne- 
*' celTary that you ihould pa& all your 
" days in one of thefe pious retreats ?^' 

" Happ'riy that is not thc.qafc ;'* replied 
Ida, with a fmile. 
: ** But fuppofing it was P'' 

The princefs was alarmed. Such a fup^ 
pofition could not be indifferent to her. 
. *« It is far from impoffililp^" cqntinued 
*' .Subinko^. The affairs »f your « pro- 
.'Vphetat Prague have t^lceii -a Sery bad 
" turn. Our holy father hais expommui- 
^ cated him and. his adherents. It was 
** with difficulty.be efcaped ,thq .ftftke, at 
'* which I hope, by tbe^racc of Gpd, ta 
** ^eh\moqeday expire.", 

Ida could not help (heding tears at the 
fate that threatened the venerable Hufs, 
from whofe mouth Ihe had rqceivcd fc^ 
Runy ufeful leflbns* 

G5 . . "..iFier 
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« Fie !'* cried the archbiftiop : ^* Thofc 
*• tears are criminal, and render you dou- 
** bly an heretic. Would you attempt to 
'* d<;fend the errors of a man who caufes 
** fuch charming eyes to weep?*' 

*' I can only hear, learn, and pity ; I 
*• pretend not to defend : Grod alohe is 
'* judge." 

** Very well, my child : I perceive that 
*• you are mild and docile ; your cafe is 
•* not defperate. Yet the fate referved 
** for the adherents of that heretic threa* 
**'tens you. The leaft pUnifliment that 
** can be inflefted on you is that of being 
** immured in a convent for life ; without 
** having the liberty of changing every 
^* month. Probably that of St. Anne dlf- 
«* pleafed you, becaufc it'is rules are too 
*' oppofite to your worldly and finful in- 
** clinations.** 

Xda began to weep afrefh, clalj)ing her 
hands with a fuppliant air. 

** Befidcs this,*' continued the arch- 
5* bilhop, •* there is a circumftance I 

*' fcarceljr 
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" fcarcely dare mention, which cannot 
•* but render your fituation worfe. I am 
*• told, you are condemned by the fecrct 
•* tribunal. Is it poflible, that, fo young, 
•* fo handfome, fo innocent in appearance, 
** you (hould be fo enormous a finner ! 
"... Thus there feems fcarcely any choice 
•* for you but death or a convent.*' 

The archbiflhop perceived the alarms 
of Ida, and knew fo well how to heighten 
her fears, .that (he fell at his feet to in- 
treat him to fave her. 

•* I believe you to be neither rigid, nor 
" cruel,*' faid flie. " Your eyes affure 
** me, that you with me well, and would 
** be difpofed to affifl me if you could. 
** Is there any thing impoffible to the 
'* powerful Subinko ? I afk only to fly, 
*' to hide myfelf, till happier times. I 
** could wilh, too, to inform Sophia, 
*• duke Albert, or my father, of my 
** fituation. Oh, do not abandon me ! 
** Once more bellow on one that paternal 
G 6 ^ look 
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** Ipok which tells me that you wifh not 
.** my ruin.*' 

*^ And does it tell you fo?" replied 
the prelate, with inexpreffible joy. ^^ Sup* 
•* pofe I were now to affure you that it 
** fpoke truth ; that I am come purpofely 
•^ to deliver you ; and that I was preju* 
*• dtced in your favour the firft moment 
*^ of your being prefented to me at 
" Prague?— You might eafily haveguef- 
** fed this from the liberty I have per- 
** mitted you td enjoy. No one elfe in 
<* your place would have obtained from 
** me the fame indulgence, particularly 
•* when accufed of herefy." 

*« Ah confirm, then, my pleafing hopes !'* 
faid Ida, ft ill on her knees. ^' Let my 
•* father know where I am ; it is with him 
** I IhouW believe m^felf moftin fafety." 

•' Why (hould you go fo far, my child, 
•* for fuccour ?** replied he, taking her 
by the hand. ^^ If you have need of a 
•* father, cannot I fupply the place of 
« one ? You fee I am growing old ... • 

<• though 
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♦* though not fo. very old neither .,. but 
•* old enough to ftand in need of a young 
•* and obliging governante. Are you wil- 
" ling to take upon you the ofEce ? . . . . 
** I am at prefent difengaged from all chfc 
•* fatiguing duties I had to fulfil at Prague* 
" For the future I (hall refide at my 
*' magnificent palace oh the borders of 
** the Danube. Come, and (hare with 
•* mre, during the remainder of my life, 
** the pleafures of that delightful retire 
*^ ment. You fliall be my daughter, my 
** friend ; and, at my death, heirefs df 
" all my riches/' 

Ida liftened with great attention, with- 
out perfeftly comprehending what fte 
heard. To be the daughter, the gover- 
nante, the friend of a good old man, and 
to await happier times under the protec- 
tion of the pontiff of Hungary, were pro- 
pofals not to de rejedled by a mind free 
from fufpicion : yet an internal fentiment, 
and the knowledge fhe had of the man- 
ners of the age, whifpercd, that the ar- 
rangement 



134 HERMAN 

rangement was not pudicablc. Befides, 
the familiarity of the prelate, and the 
.tnanner in which he gazed on her, whilfi: 
Ihe was at his knees, diipleafed her. She 
whdrew her hand from between his, and 
trofe. She had already remained too long 
in that humiliating (itu^tion, which ^as 
perhaps pleafing to him, becaufe it reduc- 
ed her to a level with his own diminutive 

.figure, and thus enabled him to contem* 
plate her charms more at eafe. 

^* You muft not be offended, charming 
*^ princefs,'* continued he, again taking 
her hand. 

** A convent, if it nyuft be fo, will be 
** the moft fuitable retreat for me, till 
*^ better times. My rank ....*' 

*^ Speak not of your rank ;. we know 
** "you to be the princefs of Wirtemberg . 

." but hiftory informs us, that perfons of 
** far fuperior llation have not diidained 
** the fricndlhip of a bifhop. . . . Think 

. *^ of Matilda, marchionefs of Tufcany : 
*^ ihe was proujj of being the fpiritija] 

*^ daughter 
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** daughter of pope Gregory VII; aird 
** on that account is ftill venerated,- though 
*' more than three centuries have elapfed 
*« fince her death/* 

' The archbiihop needed not have fpokcn 
more clearly, to let Ida into the know- 
ledge of his defigns. She flood petrified, 
her eyes caft down, without anfwering a 
wotd. Her face was by turns reddened 
with fcarlet, and covered with a deadfy 
palenefs ; whilft the holy prelate, all on 
fire, fecmcd to expedk a favourite decifion 
from her mouth. 

"Matilda of Tufcany ^ faid Ida to 
herfelf : " Horrible ! I and Matilda !*• 

In thofe days, it is true, the ftory of 
Matilda and her only lover was not deem- 
ed as fcandalous as it now is ; though it 
was then apprctiated with fufficient juf- 
tice to be an objedt of deteftation to every 
honeft mind. Ida trembled : Ihe repulfcd 
the archbiftiop's hands, which were con- 
tinually endeavouring to lay hold of hcr's ; 
an involuntary t^ar ftoLe from her eye; 

and 



1^6 HERMAN 

^and die turned away from hitn in manlfeft 
difjguft. i 

^ The amorous old prelate did not for this 
difcontinue his folicitarions ; and Ida, dri- 

r^ififx to the extreme, could fcarcely forbear 
hurfting into a rage, if it were poffible that 
filch, a fentiaient could have fpund place in 

jfa geotle a breaft* Bath, how;ever, were 
highly difpleafed, and .tkegr parte4: with 

vMjatiial afperj;y and threats* • ; 
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CHAPTER X^ 

^^ WHAT will become of me?*' ex- 
claimed Ida when flie was alone : ** hea- 
*^ vens ! What vyill become cjf me ? The 
*^ vengeance of this wretch will not fail 
** to purfue me, Nerer, never, fhall I 
" again fee thofe I lovci" 

She repaired to the , princefs Gara to 
impart to her her unhappinefs, and afk 
her advice. Her words e:!Cpired on hei; 
lips. She blufhed to acquaint another 
with the humiliating propqfal tljiac had been 
made her. 

*^ The ftrchbifliop has been with you ;** 
faid the princefs Gara : ^' did you obferve 
'* no alteration in him ?'* 

" 1 know too little pf him to judge . . .. 
" He appeared to be out of humour, de-* 
*^ jefted, abfent ... Do you know the caufo 
" of it?" 

Can he have had the aflurance, thought 

Ida^ 
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Ida, to fpcak of what has pafled between 
us ? and the blood flew to her face. 

•* Yes," continued the princefs Gara, 
** the abbefs comnaunicated to me the 
^ caufe, but, under the ftrifteft charge of 
^^ fecrefy. You are not ignorant of the 
" difputes he has had with the new Bohe- 
•• mian preacher. Subinko carried mat- 
*^ ters fo far, that Winccflaus at length 
•• was offended, and ordered him to be 
** privately informed, no doubt at the in- 
** {ligation of Sophia, that his prefence 
** would be difpcnfed with. In fad, he 
** is, as it were, deprived of his dignities 
" in Bohemia. King Sigifmond, it is 
*' true, proteds him ftill ; and he will re- 
*' main what he was in Hungary : but how 
" long will that continue ?'* 
' *' Can it be true !'' faid Ida, interrupt- 
ing her: " is this unworthy being really 
** deprived of all his authority ? And (hall 
«* I have liothing to fear from him? 

Attributing the joy Ida manifefted at 
the-archbiihop's fall, to former reafons flie 

had 
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had to complain of Ilim, the princefsgave 
her a more circumftantial account of what 
appeared to afford her fo much pleafure. 
Pulrli^ this narration^ Ida found alT her 
^itfrr vanilb j and (he refolved to avail her- 
felf of her liberty to go the next day to 
St. Emery. 

She communicated to the nUns her de- 
fign; and they informed her, that the 
archbifliop had ordered them, if flie per- 
fifted in it, to let her go. 

The alarms of Ida rcfpefling the conduft 
of her perfecutors, were thus* inrirely dif- 
fipated. " The power of this wretch \i 
«« io curtailed,*' faid Ihe to herfelf, '' he 
** dafes not even oppofe my wanderings, 
" I will continue them, till I find what 
•* I feek, and then will be happy, in fpite 
"of him, and of all the enemies of in- 
** nocence. — It is true, I might repair to 
*• Iraly to my father ; or choofe any other 
•^ place, where I might think myfelf fafe : 
** but no, I will remain true to the point 
^* I have undertaken : I will firft execute 

" the 
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*V the commiffipn of dj^k^ Albert, and then 
" think of niyfelf/' ^ / J;* ;' . / 
Jd^ d^p^ed. The JQUFney tq,St. Eperjr 
wfsf tj^o long to be p^rformeid j^p ^B^<|JS^ 
the fair trav^eller wiftifd^ jajidra .cdji^rJgMt 
waa therefore procured her. , She jreq^ueS^ 
ed that one of the nuns might be peraiifi? 
ted to accon^p^ny Jier; but. ihe was t<^d, 
that the archbifhop had fprj^iddep it. . His 
authority is flill great, thQught the pria- 
cefs'of Wirtemberg, as (he- defc^nded the 
mountain, on which the convent was fitu- 
ated, and entered the valley that feparated 
it from St. Anne's. 

. At a diftance (he perceived armed men 
approaching. Their number, however, 
was fmall; and their peaceable appearance 
was little alarming. As they approached, 
Ihe difcovered, that they wore the fam? 
armour as fhe had noticed the day befoi;? 
on the attendants of the archbiftiop. A 
cold fweat feized her. If they had any 
defjgns on her^ to cfcape was impoffible. . 
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* ,; Oae ;of 'tfae! cav&licrs^ am elderly man, 
of a vtenerabid appearance, canje up to 
'the carr i^e, and faid, ti^ey were charged 
to efcort her. 
.; " To efeort me .! Whither ? 

** To the place where jou are going-; 
** to the convent/' 

** I5 it indeed to the convent ? I conjure 
*^ you> my honeft old friend, tell me the 
** truth ?'* 

*• It is as true, as I pray -God and the 
/^ holy Virgin may be.niy protedors^" ro- 
:plied he^ putting his band to his* heart, 
with a devout air. . 

r An honeft open countenance generally 
removes diftruft. Ida believed what he 
faid, and was tranquillifcd. But (he was 
not long deceived. The journey was 
fooner finiflied than (he expedvd. The 
diftance to St. Emery was co.nfidcrable : 
■yet Ibe heard one of her conduftors fay, 
•*< We (hall foun be there : I fee already 
^* the walls of the convent.** 

The 
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r The princefs put her head out of the 
carriage, and perceived the fteeple of St^ 
Anne's* " Whither are you carrying me ?*' 
cried fhe. 

** To the convent of St. Anne's ; as we 
"told you before/* 

*' lam going to St. Emery's/* 
** We had no orders for that/' 
Ida attempted to leap out of the carri- 
age. But the old man who firft fpoke 
to her, prevented her. She called him by 
the name of traitor, without refleding, 
that fhe had not inquired to what convent 
they were going to conduft her. 
" The cavalier affured her, he had not 
deceived her intentionally. " why ihould 
** I ?" faid he, " Were you not in our 
*^ power? And muft you not have gone 
** whither we had orders xo condud: 
•^ you ?" 

The princefs d'rew back, and burft into 
tears. The carriage entered the gate of 
the convent. She was obliged to alight; 
and found herfelf once more in a place 

which 
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whrch an abode of a few weeks had ren- 
dered fo difagreeable^ and which ihe could 
not now foon hope to quit. 

She was conducted to the abbefs. 
** Welcome princeTs,*' faid flie : "I find 
•' our fitter's of St, Nicholas have had the 
'* fame fortune as ourfelves : you were 

" foon tired of them. ^We, indeed, have 

** apparently the advantage : you vifit us 
«* a fccond time, whereas you have quitted 
** them for ever." 

" For ever?*' faid Ida. 

** Yes : if I may believe the arch- 
'• biihop-— you are going to commence 
*• your noviciate with us. You will be 
*• permitted to enter into our order, and 
" (hare all the rights and privileges we 
** enjoy.*' 

•* I have no defire to embrace a reli- 
** gious life, and in this convent lefs 
*' than any where.** 

** Prmcefs, you force me to fay things, 
" that will not plcafe you. Would you 
•• have aie openly declare, that you are 

" purlucd 
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^ purfued by the fecret tribunal? And 
** that there is no fafety for you but iri a 
V convent ? None of our ladies will treat 
<* you as ia'fifler, if this be known. Per- 
** fons like you fliould be confined in 
*• houfes of correftion. You may thank 
** the archbiftxoi);, who is defirous of fav- 
*« ing you, for having kept it a fecret, 
*'' and enjoined me to do the fame : yet, 
**"in fpite of thefe precautions, I fear you 
'* will fcarcely be fecure even within the 
" walls of our holy habitation/' 

'f b this Ida gave no anfwfer Ijut tears. 
Afcribing them to r-epentance, the abbeft 
affured her of her proteftion, and gave 
her her hand to kifs ; a proof that iheal. 
ready confidered her as. of the number of 
thofe unfortunate beings fubjed: to her re- 
ligious fway. 

Hiftory does not inform us, whether the 
princefs afted according to etiquette ori 
this occafion; but we have great reafon to 
doubt it. The misfortune to which flie 
found herfelf at this moment obnoxious, 
3 . was 



- dF UNNA. X45 

was yet too new, for her to yield to what 
was expedted of her, or confent volunta- 
rily to humble berfelf before her defpotic 
fovcreign. 

** Ah !" {luA flie, withafigh, when flic 
arrived in her cell : *^ how could I. be fo 
*' fo weak as 10 believe, that an. offence 
" given an ecclcfiaftic prince woijld re- 
** main unrevcnged ? How imprudent 
** was I to quit thofe good nuns of St. 
*^ Nicholas, to make myfelf a prifoncr in 
*^ a place like this ! There I fliould have 
** been lefs expofed to the archbifhoii's 
*^ cruelty : there at leaft I Ihould have had 
" the priucefs Gara to witnefs my treat- 
" ment, .and be my advifer: and had I 
** abfolutely been obliged to embrace a 
*' religious life, my fate would have been 
•* infinitely more bearable in the convent 
*' of St. Nicholas, than in that, of St, 
** Ajine. • . V . Hofv-much ^do J ,fegrct> 
*« that I did not at Jeaft inform tbpprin* 
** cefs Gara of the fcene that took place 
•* between me and tny perfecuror! The 
Vou III. H « know. 
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** knowledge of this would have rendered 
■** her attentive to my deftiny, and made 
** her perhaps fufpedt the truth, when flic 
>^ fljall find thai I am not at St. Emery." 

Thus complained Ida, till convinced 
that regret was no remedy for ills, and 
that patience and adivity alone could ena- 
ble her to furmount the calamity with 
^hich flic was threatened. 

Ida's (ituation was now far different from 
what it had formerly been. Before, (he 
was treated with refped, had the beft 
chamber in the houfe^ and enjoyed every 
poffible liberty. Now every thing was 
xjhanged, every thing was poifoned by the 
TefleAion, that here flie was to remain for 
ever. 

Her fole confoktion was the year of her 
noviciate, before the expiration of which 
jfhe could not be conftrained to pronounce 
tlie irrevocable vow, ** How many 
-** things," faid flie, *^ may happen in that 
** period ! my life has already been {o 
•* crowded with vicifEtudes, that Provi- 
6 *' dcDce 
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*^ dence may ftill perhaps bring about 
" events which will prodqce a happy 
^* change in my loi»*'-**Hope, fweet 
bleffing of heaven, how does thy prcfence, 
the inftant thou approachcft the unfortu- 
•nate, comfort and relieve them! Their 
fufferings become fupportablc, their chains 
appear light, they but half feel the trou- 
bles of the prefcnt moment, and they fmiie 
«t the futuce. 

Expedting deliverance, Ida refolved not 
1» give way to forrow and vUnavailing 
.grief, I The firft fixmonthB o( Jicr novi- 
ciate were (pent as ufiial infertile, though 
. tircfforae practices ; when 'ihe heard with 
\pieafure, phat a taik nx>re fatiguing, and 
cnof e mournful, though far nobler, was al«> 
^k)tted her. ^Sbe was appointed to atteird 
^he infifmaiy. To comfort the afflicted^ 
:.and ^ wcfcp-with the43nhappy,.had ever 
-'been with bor farrda^rice employments. 
The iiy&lobrioos i/tuKiod :^ St* Anneff 
rendered fo many fick, that one nurfe would 
fcarcely fufficc. Ida's care and attention, 
'*- ^^ Ha however^ 
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hovvcvcr, diminiihed the number, and pa- 
tients werereftored to the community, who 
had long been^ as it were, buried in thrs 
noifome retreat. 

The gratitude of thofe who were thus 
fnatched from the jaws of death, was not 
.the fole recompence of our heroine. She 
became acquainted wiih nuns ihe had 
never before feen, and who were, in many 
refpf fts, the moft eftimable in the houfc. 
. Aiflid:ed, opprefled, abandoned, they went 
but too foon to inhabit the infirmary, where 
they refpired impure air and. received 
bad aliment, whilft their companions in 
health, made a jeft of their misfortunes, 
or faw their laft .moments approaching 
with the moft cruel unconcern. ^To rece- 
iver them, Wa employed moral. as; well as 
phyfical remedies, and jJrepared them to 
fupport with more courage, the evits: to 
.nvhich they were again to be expofed, evUs 
i that wQuld ceafe. but jwith their ilives^ 
i). ' :: :: ::.. ?,.,.• r m o: i:. .• ' .: 

.1 CHAPr 
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CHAPTER XL. 

AMONGST the fick, whofe niim- 
ber, thanks to the care and fympaihetic 
kindntfs of our heroine, was now reduced 
to three or four ; one remained, who from 
the firft had particularly attraded her at- 
tention. She was extremely patient, and 
never complained. Ker dlfeafe feemed 
incurable. It confifted in a total decay of 
the vital powers, a ftate of 3ebiUfy which 
eld age produces ; though the good nun 
had at moft but reached the meridian of 
life. Her fufferings were not folely cor- 
poreal ; ber rnind bore it's full fliarc, but 
not, as ihe frequently confefled to Ida, in. 
their moments of more familiar converfa- 
tlon, from fear of the future, to which Ihe 
looked forward as prbmifing her one con^ 
tinued day of ferenity in- the manfions of 
eternal peace ; but from fad remembr.ince 
9f tbepaft, the griefs and terrors of which 
H 3 were 
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were cpnftantly recurring to* her thoughts* 
Some words, which droppe4 from her,, 
%med to hint,, that fhe had loft all Ihe 
held dear in the world, and loft it in a 
cruel and extraordinary manner. 

Ida could not help entertaining fufpi- 
cions, though they were very flight, that 
this nun might poffibly be the perfon flie 
fought: but ihe could by no medns get 
from her any particulars of her biftory* 
Conceiving, that the beft means of exert- 
ing her confidence would be to relate her 
0wn, ihe feized the firft opportunity tbac 
prcfented itfelf whe» tfacy were alone to^ 
gether. 

When (he arrived at that part of he* 
ftory where Herman related his advert 
ijures at the caiftle of Gyly, fh« obferved 
the nun nluch affeded. There were two 
p^rfons, th^t figured confptcuoufly in hef 
fale, whofe names muft iMke a f^rcibtd 
UTipreflion, if ihe were the perfion fufpeft^ 
^« S^rniog^ therefoire^ (o devetope thU 

myfkerjr^ 
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myftery, fhc continued her recital in the 
fQllowing terms : 

*^ I have already informed you, that It 
*^ was duke Albert of Auftria, who took 
" me under his protection at Nuremberg^ 
** and promifed to obtain mc proteftioix 
** in a convent in Hungary. Into this 
^^ country I wns btaught, as you know, 
*' in a manner very different from what F 
** expedcdv i have not iiowcver forgot* 
*• ten the commiffion with which I was 
" charged. Ah,, my dear fifter! a com- 
^ miflion, on which the happinefs of many 
^^ depends. Ought I to entruft it to you ? 
•* Yes, certainly, I may without dan* 
« ger. 

. *' Duke Albert - 1 am aftonilhed you 
** feem not to know it, is betrothe 1 to an 
** amiable young princefs. That princefs 
•* had a mother, who for fixteen years 
V was fuppofed to be dead, and of whofe 
••^ exiftence the duke then for the firft 
" time heard. Now it is my bufinefs to 
*• find out this mother. Her name is 
** Maryf her daughter's Elizab.th. ' 

H 4 • « Eliza. 
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** Elizabeth ! Miiry !" exclaimed the 
nun, in a tone more eafily conceived than 
defcribed. 

*' Elizabeth, daughter of king Sigif- 
>' mond,*' replied Ida ; ** and Mary, the 
** unfortunate queen of Hungary.'* 

** Unfortunate indeed I" cried the nun, 
clafping her hai>ds tog'^ther. *^ But you 
*' talk of perfons, who are no more^ 
*^ Mary is dead ; flie mull be fa, and Eli- 
" zabeth . . . did ihe not die in her in* 
^* fancy?" 

" Elizabeth ! - O no : fhe is alive, heir- 
" efs to the kingdom of Hungary, and 
*^. betrothed to the nobleft prince upoa 
''' earth." 

*^ Impoffible ! impoffible ! Ah, would it 
** were true ! How I could wifli once 
*^ more to clafp the dear infant to my 
" bofom !" 

Ida now perceived as clearly as. the ret* 
der, what they both probably have for 
ioixxo time fufpeded. Her heart beat with 

an:^iau9t 
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afixlious'joy i yet Ihc concealed her cmo* 
tion, nnd continued thus : 

•• I with with all my heart, I could 
^ immediately introduce to you the prin- 
^ ceft, df w^honi youfecm fo fond: butj 
•*' fhe resides at fome ditbnce, in the con- 
^ vOiit of Klaufcnburg. There is how- 
•* ever one of her friends in the neigh* 
*♦ bourhood, the princefs Gara/* 

'* The princefs Gam! — Vifionary ! She 
^ toO'is dead. 'You know (he died a llxile 
^ after I— a little after Mary was deliver- 
'« ed of Elizabeth/' 

** The princefs Gara is living. S!;e is^ 
'^ -at St.vNicholas-s.' I left her there when 
'* I came to this convent." 

*"* Gara living ! My dear Gara living ! — 
**' and Eli2sabeth not dead ! — What joy !— * 
^ No> no : it is impoflible !** 

^ As Miffy uttered thefo words, flie fainted^ 
The princefs of Wirie^nberg, kneeling by. 
her fide, endeiVoured to recover her. Aaj. 
** guH quceji,'' cried fhe, *^ dear. unhappy. 

H s '' ^i^^iy>. 
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^* Mary^ roufc yourfelf, days more fortuw 
•* nate await you/' 

Mary opened her eyes, looked round 
her with an air of aftoniftiment, aiked new 
queftionSy could to longer .conceal who 
(he was; a hundred times defired Ida to 
affure her whether what (he had faid were 
really true ; and at length convinced, fbo 
gave herfelf up to the moft pleafing fen* 
fations, 

This interrefting difcd^vcry could not 
have been elfefted with more caution ; yet 
were its confequences fevere. The quecD 
became dangeroufly ilK Ida wept by her 
bedfide, and defpaired of prefenting her 
alive to her daughter. 

The princefs repaired to the abbefs, and 
with much humility, a virtue to which Ihe 
hjad been obliged to habituate herfelf, beg* 
ged permiflion that Veronica, which was 
the name adopted by Mary when Ihe toolp 
the veil, might be removed to St. Nicho-; 
las for the benefit of the air, hoping flie 

might 
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might there recover more fpeedily, or at 
leaft die more at cafe. 

Her requeft vvarrefufed with fome petu- 
lance; and flie was alked, if her inclina- 
tion for wandering were again returned. 

** I afk it not for ray felt/' faid Ida, 
" but, for a fick perfon. Let me only 
** have permiffion to attend her thither, 
" deliver her intp the hands of the 
•* nurfcs of the infirmary of St. Nicholas, 
" and acquaint them how (he ought to 
*r be treated ;. I will immediately return to^ 
" St. Anne's, which I humbly acknow- 
" ledge as the place of my deflination." 

The abbefs did not feem to think the 
life of a nun worth fo much attention.. 
Ida remarked that Mary was not known 
here by her true name? die durfl: not dif* 
cover it, and (he forrowfully returned tO) 
her patient*. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

THE princefs devoted herfelf entirely 
to the fervice of the unfortunate queen* 
They were humane enough m the con-, 
vent not to diftrub her in the exercife of 
her charity : her noviciate drew towards 
an end ; fhe had behaved irreproachably 
during it ; and it was contrary to rule* to- 
begin anew to torment a candidate for the 
veil, when the time of her probation was 
nearly expired. 

Day and night were Ida's thoughts em* 
ployed on means of alleviating the forrows 
of the queen, and procuring her an inter- 
view with her daughter Elizabeth. All 
her hopes centred in the annual vifits of 
the nuns of St. Nicholas to their elier 
fillers of St. Anne's, the time of which, 
was not far diftant. It was pofiible fhe 
might find amongft the vificors fome nun 

to 
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to whom (he could entruft a meflage for 
the princefs Gara. 

In the mean time her affedtionate cares 
were not loft ; and the queen began to- re- 
cover. The prrncefs of Wirtcmberg kept 
up her fpirlts, by endeavouring to infpire 
her with the hopes fhe herfelf felt. De- 
fpondency graduaHy diminifhcd. She had 
fancied fhc had loft erery thing dear to 
her : already (he had found fomething to 
make her in love with life : why fhould 
fte not indulge this confolotary fentiment ? 

Ida had heard a confiderable part of the 
qncen^s adventures from the princefs 
Gara ; yet the end of her ftory remained 
a myftcry, which no one could explain to 
her but Mary herfelf. This from a per* 
fon fo feeble, (he could notdefire ; it would 
be tearing open her yet bleeding wounds. 
She fuffered not therefore her curiofity to 
cfcape her. It was obferved, however,' 
by the quT?en, whom flie had infpircd with 
tbeicndcreft attachment, 

** I per- 
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** I perceive your wilh, my dear Ida/* 
faid (he one day, ** and, heaven be praif- 
' " cd, I can gratify it, without giving my- 
** *felf pain. You fliall know alh I have 
** comtnitted it to writing. My pen was 
^ my fole confolation in this melancholy 
** abode. To recite my griefs was an 
*^ amufemcnt i and I was willing to leave 
f^ behind me the remea^brance of my 
** cruel fufFerings, that my tears -might 
^^ not 'be wholly confounded with the 
** fearful torrent of thofe that are incef- 
** fently flowing on the world of mifery, 
" and that their traces might not be to- 
•^ tally obliterated." 

^^ Where is this precious writing to be 
** found, that contains the misfortunes of 
*« a faint ?" 

** There is but one place in this con* 
^ vent, held inviolate by malignant curi- 
*^ ofity.There have I concealed ray journal* 
V — The tomb covers my fecret*— Agre- 
** ably to the cuftom of the convent, I 
** have with nlly own hands digged my 

" grave : 
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*' grave : frequently have I vifited it : 
^* frequently have I watered it with my 
** tears ; and ta it have I confided my 
** forrows. You will eafily find the place*. 
^* A croft, on which is infcribed the name* 
" of Veronica, will point it out to you^ 
^ and the moon will enable you to dif» 
*^ cover it.*' 

It was midnight, and every one was a- 
<leep* Ida - ran to the cemetery. With 
eager curiofity fhe wandered amongfl: the 
tombs. It was fome. time before ihe dif- 
tovercd the grave of Veronica, which flic 
had been too long in the infirmary to keep 
in order, and no friendly hand had un<* 
deitaken that office* The earth had fal« 
len in, the crofs had tumbled down, and 
Ida would not have difcovered it, had not 
ihe poiTefifed fagacity enough to difiin^ 
guilh it by it's difordered ftate. .She re* 
placed the croft, threw out the earth, found 
the journal, and was returning to the in- 
firmary, when a noife at one end of the 
cemetery caught her attention. 

On 
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In thofe days it was doubly meritorious^ 
for a young pcrfon to have courage to walk 
at midnight amongff the habitations of 
the dead. The perfuafion, that the fpirits 
of the departed continued to haunt thofe 
manfibns where there mortal vefture tvd$ 
depofed, exifted in full force. The pious 
Ida fincerely believed it : yet had Ihe the 
courage hot to fiy. She hid herfelf un- 
der an old alder tree, clofc to the wall of 
the burying- ground, and which fcarcely 
exceeded it in height. 

The leaves trembled over her head ; and 
on the ground fhe perceived a fhadow pro- 
jetfted by the light of the moon. It was 
iiot the wind that (hook the leaves; for 
the night was perfectly calm. ' Some 
words uttered in a low voice increafed her 
fears. The trunk of ' the tree, againfb 
which (he leaned, received a violent (liock^ 
and at a fmall diftance from her defcend- 
cd a human figure, large, artd of a fear- 
ful a fpecS. Had (he pofftil^d the wiH (he- 
had no longer the power to fly. What 

(he 
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(he faw, and what ihe ihortly after heard 
bore lb little analogy to the ideas (he had 
formed of apparitions, that her fear was 
now of a nature totally different from that 
of ghofts. 

** This way,'*" faid the figure, with a 
low voice, ani^ooking to the top of the 
tree : " Lay hold of that branch, and then 
** leap boldly, and you will light fafely 
** where I am/* 

Ida again perceived the fame movement 
as before, and a fecond perfon defcended^ 

" You fee," faid the firft, *' that our 
** enterprize is not impradlicable. Let us^ 
*• now confider what is to be done. Ob* 
^* ferve thofe grated windows, where you 
** perceive a light. They are thofe of the 
" Infirmary, in which, forfome time paft, 
** flie has almoft conftantly refided. They 
** are not fo high, but we . • . ." 

The men were now gone too far for 
Ida ,to hear more. She would wiUingly' 
have fled : but fear reftrained her more 
than curiofity. To arrive at the gate of 

th.Q 
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the convent, Ihe mufl: have pafled thefc 
men, who appeared to have no good de* 
figa. Under her tree flie was fafe, aad . 
there Ihe remainjed. ^'^ 

At length the men returned. The face 
of one of them feemcd not altogether 
unknown to her; that i)f the other (he 
could not fee# ■ ;! ■' 

, ** The fafeft way, no doubt,'* faid onff 
of them, '^ would be to acquaint her with 
** your defign : but how can we procure aa 
•• interview with her ?'* 

** The feaft of St. Nicholas,'* faid the 
Qther^ " is at hand. On that day the 
** nuns have more liberty, and it will bc^ 
** poffible perhaps to fpeak with her ci* 
•^ thcr in the garden, or in the cemetery* 
*' Yet why (hould we delay.. The period 
** of her taking the veil approaches, and 
** there is no time to be loft, it will be* 
*' prudent, therefore, to proceed immedi- 
•< ately to adtion.'* 

Whilft they were thus talking, Ida re*^ 
cpgnis^ed oQe of them for a cavalier be« 

- longing , 
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longing to .the archblQiop. The author 
af the ftratagem was no longer a myftery 
to her. It appeare4 evident, that her old 
perfecutor, deceived in his expcftation, 
that the miferable life (he led at St. Anne'a 
would induce her to comply with his de- 
fires, was unwilling to let things go too 
far, and chofe rather to carry her off be- 
fore fhe took the veil, than to lofe her fot 
ever. 

The meiv beiag gone to a diftant part of 
the cemetery, Ida ftole from her hiding 
place, reached the gate fafely, Ihut it after 
kcr, and arrived almoft breathlefs at thq 
ioflrmary, where ftie found the queen un- 
eafy at her long abfcnce. This, however, 
was foon removed, when flie appeared, 
bringing with her the journal, which for-^ 
tunately Ihe had not forgotten. 

Much as ihe had pitied the unhappy 
queen, ihe was ftili more affedted at her 
fate, when ibe refiefted, that her laft com- 
fort was attempted to be raviihed from hcr^ 
What would ha,Yc become of Maxy, if ber 

dear 
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dear companion had that night been ear* 
ried off, and ftie had expefted her return 
in vain ? 

. It was with difficulty the princefs con- 
cealed from the quc^n her extreme agita- 
tion, under the appearance of the emotion 
excited by reading the journal. [When 
Mary was afiecp, Ida gave free fcope to 
her refleftions, and almoft funk under the 
dread of thcdanger which threatened them. 
" Ohr* faid Ihe, « that the feftival of 
** St. Nicholas were pad! Would that I 
•* had put the fate of Mary beyond the 
** power of chance 1 As to myfelf, if 
** other refources fail, the enunciation of 
** my vow will at lead give me fecurity; 
**' and I would rather make this cloifter 
*^ my abode for ever, than become the 
'« Matilda of this deteftable Gregory.'* 
- J[da went to the window, to fee whether 
the nodurnal vifitants of the cemetery 
were yet gone. All was quiet. She ob- 
served, however, that it was not imprac- 
ticable^ NYith a iiitle management, to carry 

off 
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oflf a perfon from that part of the convent. 
The windows were not high, the bars were 
in many places nearly eaten through with 
ruft, and it was plain that the wall was no 
•infurmountable barrier. 
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CHAPTER Xllh 

THE remainder of the night was em* 
ployed by the princefs in confidering what 
Heps it would be nioft prudent to take. 
Day was no fooner broken, than (he re* 
paired to the abbcfs, to acquaint her with 
the events of the night, fuppreffing only 
certain circumftanccs, which the reader 
will be at no lofs to conjefture, and the 
name of the archbifliop, which Ihe did not 
think proper to mention. She had not 
forgotten what (he had heard the new Bo* 
hemian preacher fay of the diflblute lives 
of the clergy, and the good underftanding 
that fecretly prevailed between the nuns 
and their eccle(ia(lical fuperiors* She 
knew not how far the de(igns (he afcribed 
to the archbifhop might fucceed, and 
therefore (he f^okc only in general terms 
*^df'^hat"Iiad happened. 

Her 



OP UNNA* -^67 

Her reception was fluttering. The 
abbefs rejoiced, that Ida at length began 
to give proofs of her religious vocation, 
and exhorted her to pcrftvere. Mcafures 
too were taken to repair the old wall; and 
it was thouglu proper to remove the nurfc 
and her patient from the dangerous cham- 
ber they, had hitherto inhabited, to one 
«nore convenient. 

As the /eftival of St. Nicholas approach- 
ed, Ida's agitation increafcd. The wifhed- 
for day at length arrived ; the nuns made 
their appearance. Mary, who had ao* 
tjuired ftrength fufficient to go to her win- 
-dow, faw them come, and heard their 
fong. '^ Go, my child," faid Ihe to the 
'princefs, " and lofe no time ; who kna\y«. 
i^' how fliort the rnomcnts may be, th»t 
-** you will be able to dedicte to the cman*- 
■** cipatiort of us both ?" 

Ida went. As a novice, Ihe haSfup* 
pokd (helhould have been excluded from 
the aifembly of the nuns, and ihould be 
obliged to feizc for the execution of her 

projtft 
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projcdt fome moment offered by chance : 
in confequence, however, of the adven^ 
ture of the cemetry, flie was admitted to 
enjoy the privileges of a profelled nun. 
She had feared, too, that her refidence in 
the convent would be kept fecret, as (he 
•had been brought thither in fome refped: 
by force ; but flie foon difcovered, that 
the votaries of St. Anne were vain of hav- 
ing feduccd one of thofe of St. Nicholas, 
■and proud of having infpired the worldly 
minded princefs of Wirteniberg with an 
inclination for a monaflic life. . ' 

- News like this could not be very pleafing 
to the fervants of St. Nicholas. ' Though, 
in other refpefts, good fort of girls, they 
were not wholly exempt from jealoufy, 
which Angularly prevails within the wallas 
t>f a convent, where it fprings and flourilhes 
as in its native foil. Of courfe they .en»* 
v|ed iheir venerable fifters thi^ conqu^. 
• *^ I could not have thought this q£ 
"^^ you/'faidone of the principal nuns of 
St. Nicholas to Ida; *^ I could never have 

"imagined. 
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**' imagined that the princefs of Wirtemberg 
'* would have preferred another convent 
*^ to ours, had flie been difpofed to take 
<' the veil/' 

" Oh," anfwered Ida, *^ if you knew 
*^ what has happened to me !" 

The nun's countenance changed from 
the expreffion of difcontent to that of com* 
pafiion. She was about to afk fomc 
queftion; and Ida, who had no time to 
lofe, was preparing to communicate to her 
thofe fecrets with which her heart was 
opprefled, when a nun of St. Anne's came 
to interrupt the converfation. It was not 
judged prudent to permit the new fitter to 
be much alone with the amiable ^feducers 
of St. Nicholas j and (he was fo carefully 
watched, that flie feared Ihe Ihould have 
no opportunity of accomplifhing her pur- 
pofe. She efcaped for a few moments to 
vifit the queen ; imparted to her her em- 
barraffment, and a new fcheme Ihe had 
formed ; obtained her confent ; and return- 
ed to join the company. 

Vol. III. I '^ In 
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** In the name of God," vvhlfpered the 
nun of St. Nicholas, who appeared to have 
waited for her in a corner of the cloifter, 
^* tell me by what means you were brought 
*^ to this convent. The princefsGara and 
" I have fought you every where, and 
^' this is the hft place in which we Ihould 
*^ have expefted to find you. How, thcn> 
*^ came you hither ?" 

" Almoft by force," anfvvered Ida. 
She would have faid more, but fhe was 
inftantly called by the abbefs, and the 
converfation was again interrupted. During 
the frugal repaft, when Ida was obferved 
by a thoufand eyes, the abbefs delivered 
a public eulogy of the manner in which 
ti^e new lifter haid voluntarily fubmitted to 
tnke the veil, of her condii£t during her 
roviciate, and of her having herfelf difco- 
vered thit a defign Wiis formed of dealing 
her from the convent. " I entreat you, 
*- my dear lifters,'' added fiie with an air 
of devotion, " to pray God and his faints 
*^ to preferve her from temptation, and 

from 
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*' from every defire of returning to a cor- 
" rupt world, till the time of her taking 
** the habit, which- we will fix for this 
*' day month, being the feftival of faint 
" Scholaftica." 

The nuns of St. Nicholas begged per- 
miflion to aflift at the ceremony. This 
appeared contrary to rule, and was re- 
fufed. 

Towards evening, however, the princefs 
found an opportunity of faying a few 
words by ftealth to her friend, the nun 
of St. Nicholas : " Tell the princefs Gara,*' 
faid ihe *^ that I have difcovercd Mary, 
" and that Ihe cxpeds fpccdy relief.'* 
The nun lifted her eyes to heaven with a 
look of aftpniihment. 

** May I confide in you without dan- 
" gcr ?" added Ida. 

The nun anfvvered in the affirmative, 
with an air of franknefs, and Teemed to 
reproach her for doubting it. 

*' Take this writing then, and deliver 

- ** it to the princefs Gara. Recommend 

1 2 '' her 
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^^ her above all things to be diligent. .The 
" queen is living : fhe is in this convent, 
" but extremely weakened by a tedious 
^ illnefs." 

Scarcely had the nun time to conceal 
in her bofom the journal of the queen, 
when a meflenger from the abbefs came to 
inform our novice, with a look of fome 
diflatisfadtion, that it was time to retire to 
her cell; adding, that fhe had made too 
free with the liberty allowed her, to be 
permitted longer to enjoy it. 

Ida immediately retired to join Mary, 
to whom flie gave an account of the fuc- 
cefs of her enterprize. They difcourfcd 
of nothing elfe till night was far adx^anced ; 
they formed conjedlufes, cxprefled doubts, 
and gave way to fears, but ultimately 
cheriflied hopes, that 'heaven would prof- 
fer their virtuous endeavours. 

The next day the abbefs fent for the 
princefs... 

*^ My daughter,** faid flie, ^* we had 
•* good reafons yefterday for wiQiing to 

" prevent 
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** prevent all communication between you 
" and our dangerous fifters of St. Nicho- 
*' las. It is not impoflible but they may 
*• be fecretly in league with your perfecu- 
" tors. Confider ihe culpable delire they 
" manifefted of aflSfting at your taking 
" the habit ; and befides, filler Margaret 
*' declares ihe faw the nun who laft fpok^ 
*' to you conceal in her bofom a paper ; 
** probably a vile letter from one of your 
" fi lends in the great world, who wilDh- 
*^ es to draw you anew into its pollu« 
" tion.*' 

Ida, fearing that Mary's journal had 
been difcovered, blufhed, and was fo em- 
barrafled that flie could fcarcely afk if 
.any thing had been found upon the nun. 

** No,'* replied the abbefs, " we have 
*' found nothing ; and indeed we Ihould 
*' be forry to pollute our hands with fuch 
•* profane writings. What I told you was 
** mere conjefture . . . But tell me," added 
the abbefs, ^* for your change of colour 
I 3 ^J looks 
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** looks fufpicious, what did ihe iz^ ^^ 
*' you ?" 

** She • • • Ihe . . . flie . . . propofed 
** to me to take a walk in the cemetry,** 
laid Ida, trembling. 

^' I was right,'' replied the old lady. 
** If you had complied you would have 
** been loft for ever : for know, unhappy 
*' child, when Satan fo eagerly purfues, 
" that our walls are not too lofty for our 
" enemies. Yefterday evening one of our 
** iifters was feized by two men, and drag- 
** ged towards a ladder which they had 
f^ placed ready. Fear prevented her cry- 
*' ing out ; but her veil falling off faved 
*' her. The fanctity and devotion im- 
•' prifited on her countenance av\ed her 
*^ ravifliers. — It was certainly one of St. . 
" Anne*s greateft miracles. — Tbemiflake 
*' was, no doubt, fortunate for you, for 
" the falling off of your veil would by no 
*^ means halve produced the fame effedl : 
*' your countenance is yet too worldly to 
** infpire fuch refpeft. Do not, however, 

" be 



OF UNNA. 17s 

" be caft down ; age and rigid morrifica- 
** tions of the flefh may one day enable 
•* you to enjoy the fame advantages.*' 

Ida could fcarcely refrain from laughter 
at this recital, and the reflections that ac- 
companied it, notwithftanding the fear and 
forrow with which her mind was agi- 
lated. 

*^ You fee," continued the abbefs, '^ we 
** begin to treat you with more confidence, 
** and to confider you already as one of 
" our fillers. I mull inform you, there- 
*' fore, that the fnarcs laid for you bc- 
•• come daily more and more evident. 
** This morning two bars of the infirmary 
" window were found cut through with a 
•' file. You muft confequently be kept 
" more reclufc, till the day when you 
" will triumph over the world. Be com- 
" forted, however: our proteftor, the 
" archbiihop, Ihall be informed of all, 
** who will take care that you ihall be 
" fafc.'^ 

I 4 At 
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At the name of the archbifhop, Ida 
clafpedher hands together with an expref- 
fion o^ the moft lively terror. This ac» 
tion appeared highly edifying to the abbefs, 
who knew not it's true motiye, and Ihe 
difmiifed our novice with extreme kind- 
nefs. 
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' CHAPTER XIV. 

THE minds of Ida and Mary were 
agitated with fear and anxiety, in expec- 
tation of the efFedl that would be produced 
at St. Nicholas by the information they 
had fent thither. A long and melancholy 
week paffed away, without the leaft gleani 
of hope appearing. At the end of it, how- 
ever, Ida was lent for by the abbcfs. 

^' Daughter,'* faid fhe, " I have fome 
^' very extraordinary news to impart to 
*' you. Your enemies, finding they can- 
" not force you from your holy vocation 
*^ by violence, haverecourfe to Ilratagem. 
** But, praifed be St. Anne, wc are too 
** mighty for them ; and fhall know how 
" to fruftrate their pernicious defigns/- 

Ida trembled at thefc words, and at per- 
ceiving in the hands of the abbefs a writ- 
ing to which the archbilhop's feal was 
affixed. 

I 5 ^^ It 



178 HERMAN 

*' It 19 now incontrovertibly demon* 
" ftrated," continued the abbefs, ^^ that the 
*' nuns of St. Nicholas are of the number 
" of thofe who have confpired againft the 
** falvation of your foul. This morning 
•* the princefs Gara, who refides in that 
*' convent, fent us this order from our 
" holy father, which we permit you with 
'* due refpeft to perufe." , . 

Ida took the paper as flic was direded, 
that is to fay, with a reverend genuflediion, 
and read as follows : 

** Holy and devout mother in God, lady 
" and abbefs of the convent of St. Anne, 
** we give you our benediction, and wifli 
** you all profperity. 

'* In virtue of thefe prefents you are 
•' ordered to deliver, without making any - 
** difBculty, into the hands of the nuns of 
" St. Nicholas, your fillers, the reverend 
c* mother Veronica, who refides in your 
** convent, and demands this change on 
** account of her ^extreme wcaknefs, and 
**^ the young novice N. N, (called in the 

" world 
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^ world by the name of Ida of Wirtcm- 
** berg) ; which doing, you will fulfil our 
' «* will. 

^^ SUBINKO, ARCHBISHOP.'* 

The princefs trembled with joy and 
fear, and returned the letter, without be- 
ing able to utter a word. 

" Your emotion, your filence," refum- 
cd the abbefs, " fufficiently evince your 
** thoughts. But do not fear, my child; 
" you (hall remain with us. In this letter 
" the holy father diredls us what conduft 
•* to purfue. Obferve thefe charaders, 
•* unintelligible to every one except his 
^* holinefs and myfelf, and which the nuns 
•* ot St. Nicholas probably noticed as lit- 
•* tie as you. They acquaint us with his 
<* real intentions.'* 

Looking again at the letter,^ Ida per- 
ceived a l?ne of fmall figures, which ihc 
had before regarded as one of the or- 
fiaments then in ufe. Her fear incrcafed, 
I 6 an4 
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nd ihe wa$ able only to caft upon the 
fvercncl mother a look of dread. 

•* You do not undcrftand it," faid the 
)\d loJyt burtting into a laugh. ^^ I 
» believe fo* . . • Thcfc hieroglyphics fig- 

• nifyt that Veronica may be delivered 
» to the nuns without difficulty : but that 

• the young novice N. N. whom his ho^ 

• lincfa dcfigns to honour with his pro- 

• tettion, muft be detained under fome 
^ pUuiible pretext, 

*• Agreeably to this order, the fick nun;^ 
"« who has long been a burden to you^ 
•* will be delivered in the courfe of the 
•* morning to thofc whom the princefe 
•• may fend. It is a matter of total in- 
«• difference, whether (he be buried at 
•« St, Nicholases or St. Anne's. You, 
«• child, will remain here, and patiently 
** await the day that will deliver you from 
•• all the pcrfecutions both of the world 
«« and the dcviU The approach of the 
^» moment when you are to pronounce 

<« vour 
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•* your vows is a fufEcicnt pretc;Kt for re- 
" fufing your departure." 

This terrible fentencc afFedled Ida ex- 
tremely. Her joy at the queen's deliver- 
ance, forrow at being feparated from her, 
defpair at feeing herfelf compelled to take 
the veil, agitated her fo much, that hef legs 
trembled under her, and flic was ready to 
faint. 

" Why are you thus uneafy, my child ?'* 
faid the abbefs, rifing to fupport her. You 
** fee that your enemies will not fucceed 
*< in their defigns. Let them take their 
" courfe : we will be an overmatch for 
«^ them or I am miftaken. Poor Veronica 
** is obvioufly a mere pretext to get you 
" into their hands. We will grant ihcn^, 
•* what they falfely announce to be the 
** grand point of their demand; and ve 
** will keep you, whom they would ap- 
*' pear to aflc incidentally. Make your- 
" felf eafy, therefore ; go and prepare for 
" Veronica's departure; --and then coir.e 
»-^ and join ii^^- I^ the mean time I (hall 

*' aflemblc 
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" aflemble the whole community, to com- 
'♦ pliment you as well as myfelf, on our 
*' having fo happily extricated ourfelves 
*^ from this dilemma." 

Ida retired with weeping eyes, acquaint- 
ed Mary with' her deliverance, who could 
fcarcely contain herfelf for joy, parted 
from her with many tears, warmly recom- 
mended her to the care of thofe who came 
to feek her, and, as (he bad her adieu, 
begged her not wholly to forget her. If 
any thing could check the queen's hap- 
pinefs, it certainly was her inability to 
take with her the perfon who had cfFedt- 
cd it, and to participate with Ida the plea- 
fure (he was about to enjoy. She pro- 
mifed not to lofe fight of her affairs, and 
quitted her with fervent expreflions of her 
wifti for their fpeedy re-union. 

'^ What will our fiflers at St. Nicholas 
" fay ? and what our princefs ?'* whif- 
pered fecretly to Ida the perfons fent to 
fetch her : ^^ when we tell them you re- 

': fufi: 



% 



OF UNNA. . 183 

" fufc to come to their convent, and prc- 
** fer remaining at St. Anne's." 

** Refufe I" fajd Ida. •' Oh ! tell them 
** of my tears ; my defpair. They will 
** guefs the reft.** 



CHAP 
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CHAPTER XV. . 

SCARCELY could our heroine exert 
fufficient command over herfelf to receive 
with due civility the compliments of the 
jealous nuns : for here the leaft advantage 
was a matter of jealoufy. As foon as 
poffible Ihe quitted the hall, and haftened 
to return to her cell, there to give a loofe 
to her tears, 

" O Herman, Herman !" cried flie r 
^^ didft thou know, that thy beloved was 
** on the brink of being torn from thee 
" for ever ! — And yet does it not feem as 
•' if vice were more interefted in my fate 
" than love ? — To deliver me the arch- 
** bifhop has made attempts, on which 
" thou haft never once thought. He per- 
•' haps will invent fome means of pre- 
** venting my taking the veil, and get me 
•• into his power : but thou . . . Yet could 
•• I pafdon thee an adion contrary to the 

*Maws^ 
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** laws ? Should I follow thee, wert thou 
••"now to prefent thyfelf before me?— 
"Alas! No. — Surely I do not in reality 
" defire to be emancipated from this 
*' frightful captivity, or undoubtedly I 
^* ihould have difcovered fome means of 
" breaking my chains, or at lead have a- 
'* vailed myfelf of thofe furnifhed me by 
*' chance. But I want courage and refo- 
" lution. — O Herman, Herman !'* 

This name, fo frequently invoked by 
Ida in her forrow, will no doubt recall our 
knight to the remembrance of the reader. 
We have for fome time amufed his atten- 
tion with events in fome fort foreign to 
the chevalier of Unna : perhaps he has 
forgotten, that Herman is the hero of our 
ftory. Let us therefore return to his ad- 
ventures, though, to' do fo, we muft go 
back a whole year in our narrative. 

It was with great regret he quitted Ratif- 
bon, to follow into Italy the count of Wir- 
temberg, whom he had liberated. 

What 
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What would he not have given to have 
obtained fome fatisfadory news of Ida be- 
fore his departure ? But time to make 
inquiries was wanting. The count of Wir- 
temberg durft nor, and would not, longer 
delay his journey. Paternal tendernefs 
was far from infpiring him with fo lively an 
intereft in the fate of Ida, as love infpir^ 
ed Herman. Befides he had not yet 
wholly pardpned his daughter for her im- 
prudence in introducing herfelf to the 
meeting of the fecret tribunal ; an impru- 
dence to which Ida owed her profcription, 
and her father his being compelled to quit 
Germany. 

Neither had Herman any time to lofe. 
He one day received a note containing 
only the following words. " Fly, Her- 
*^ man ! The avengers are at they heels !** 

It was eafy to guefs the author of this 
billet, which was figned 'Alexis of tie Odksy 
a name that inftantly recalled to Herman's 
memory the fair Alicia, ard the adven- 
ture that befel him near the clump of oaks. 
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In this advice, therefore, he readily dif- 
covered the friendly hand of Ulric of 
Senden. 

" Adieu ! Adieu ! dear country that 
" contains all I love !" cried Herman, 
as he quitted the confines of Germany* 
« Shall I ever behold thee again ? Alas ! 
** my blood will probably be fpilt on fome 
** foreign land, where no one will beflow 
** a tear on my corfe. My aihes, colledl- 
*^ ed by no friendly hand, will be fcatter- 
" ed by the wind : and what will become 

" of Ida r 

Herman, however, arrived fafc at the 
camp of the Teutonic Knights. His name 
was a fufficient recommendation, and en- 
fured him a flattering reception. He was 
informed, that amongft the knights was a 
■perfon, whom they fuppofed to be related 
to him, as his name was John of Unna. 
He was one of the grand crofles of the 
order. His heart beat at this intelligence ; 
but he faid nothing. He was introduced 

to 
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to this officer. The two brothers recog- 
nized each other, and embraced. 

*' It was you," whom I fought here, 
faid Herman : " it was you alone by whom 
'' I was drawn hither. How happy to find 
" you fo foon !'* 

John afFedionately embraced hirti again : 
The little Herman, for fuch he was when 
he laft faw him, had always been more 
loved by him than any of his brothers ; ia 
like manner as to their lifters, he had pre- 
fered Agnes and Petronilla. A thoufand 
queftidns concerning the family were, put 
to Herman, who was not tardy in his an- 
fwers. The recital of his adventures was 
referved for a private converfation the 
next day. Of thefe the Teutonic Knight 
appeared to be perfedlly ignorant. 

Herman felt much refpedt for his bro* 
ther John, whofe fituation and manners 
tended equally to infpire it. He aiked 
Herman what induced him to leave Ger- 
many. This might have been fully an- 
fwercd in feven words : " I am purfued by 

« the 
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•* the fecret tribunal :*' but Herman could 
not venture to render himfelf fufpefted 
by his brother at firft fight* He anfwer- 
ed, therefore, fliil more fliortly: ** my 
** misfortunes." 

John, without inquiring into particu- 
lars, and fuppofing misfortune had infpir- 
ed his brother with a wilh to take the ha- 
bit of the order, contented himfelf with 
promifing him advancement Tby way of 
confoling him. 

To this Herman anfwcred nothing. The 
brothers parted. For the mutual relation 
of their adventures, the next day had been 
fixed, and the whole of the night was 
fpcnt by Herman in confidcring how he 
Ihould arrange the long feries of events 
that had befallen him, fo as to leave on 
his brother's mind no doubt of his inno- 
cence. He was not ignorant, that the 
fimpleft tale is always the bed, as bearing 
the ftamp of ingenuoufncfs : but he hud 
too often had the misfortune to have 
4 his 
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his aftions mifconftrucd by thofe he loved 
not to have become timid. 

In the mean time, both his hopes of 
happinefs, founded on the converfation he 
was to have with his brother, and his anx- 
iety to maintain a place in his eftcem, 
foon vaniihed. The moment he was pre- 
paring to quit his tent, in order to wait on 
him, he received information, that John 
had fuddenly fet off on bufinefs of emer- 
gency ; and that all he had been able to 
do before his departure, had been to re- 
commend him to the grand matter. 

To the grand matter, whofe name was 
Ulric of Jungingen, he was accordingly 
introduced, and met a favourable recep- 
tion. Suppofing him defirous of wearing 
the crofs, he was informed of the condi- 
tions on which it was to be obtained. In 
thofe days, it was ftill more difficult to be 
adniitted a knight of the Teutonic Order, 
than even at prefenr. 

Herman faw without regret this favour 
deferred, which at bottom he did not de- 
fire. 
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fire. It was enough for him to have ob-. 
tained permiflion to ihare, in fome mea- 
fure, tlie glorious achievements of the 
order, by ferving under it's ftandard : and 
he refolved by hiscondudtto prevent, at 
lead, any prejudice in his disfavour, if, 
what he fo carefully concealed, fliould be 
difcovered. 

Our manufcript does not mention the 
adtions at which our hero was prefent dur- 
ing the fevcn months he ferved in this 
army : it fays only, that on all occafions 
be behaved with prudence and courage ; 
that from accidental circunillances he be- 
came extremely intimate with the two Jun- 
gingcns, the one adtu.d, the other late 
grand mafter: that the famous Henry 
Hufs, formerly depofed, appeared not to 
be unfriendly to him: and that there was 
every reafon to believe. he would Toon have 
had nothing to oppofe his acimiffion into 
the order, when an cver.t arrived, which 
at once deprived him of tlir f icty he en- 
joyed amongft the Teutonic Knights, and 

threw 
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threw him again on a ftormy fea, on which 
he was like to have periflied. 

Amongft the candidate knights, Her- 
man made acquaintance with a man, for 
whom he felt himfelf fmgularly intereftcd. 
He was a ftern unpolifhed foldier, whofe 
countenance appeared to have been rough- 
ened by misfortune. He was filent and 
referved to every one but Herman, who 
had more than once faVed his life in bat- 
tle, employed his intereft with the grand . 
mafter to procure him juftice againft the 
cabals of his enemies, feemcd to attach 
himfelf to him for the fame reafons which 
led others to avoid him, and fought his 
fociety becaufe he was unhappy. 

Naturally inclined to confole the afflid:- 
ed, Herman had long endeavoured to dif- 
cover the caufe of this knight^s forrows, 
that he might apply the balm of comfort 
to his wounds. At laft accident efFefted a 
mutual confidence. 

The friend of Herman revealed to him 
his name. He was Conrad of Langen, 

brother 
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brother to the fair Alicia, who, purfued 
by the fecret tribunal, here found a kind 
ofafylum* The remembrance of his (if- 
ter, and the refemblance of their deftmy, 
increafed Herman's attachment to him* 
He embraced him afFeftionately, called 
him his brother, informed him of the al- 
liance that had taken place between their 
families, and proinifed to acquaint him 
without delay with the events of his life. 

Herman kept his word, and related his 
adventures with as much frankncfs as he 
would have done to bis brother the com- 
mander. Conrad, alfo, not with-held by 
the fear of a rigid cenfor, concealed not 
the lead circumftance of his own. His 
hiftory proved, that he was far from not 
having committed any of the crimes for 
which he was purfued by the fecret tri- 
bunal : whereas Herman, perfedUy inno- 
cent, might bofdly prefcnt himfelf and 
fay, I am free from guilt, 

Conrad, after Herman had finiflicd his 
tale, was for a while filent. " You arc 

Vol. Ill, K « more 
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** more innocent than I," faid he, at 
length : *' your affair is not to be com- 
** pared with mine ; yet is our fate nearly 
'*. the fame. Might not one be tempted 
'• almoft to renounce virtue, when we 
•• confider, that it is frequently as obnox- 
** ious to misfortune as vice ? The bcft 
•* thing we can do, however, is to quit 
*' this country, before the rigid Teutonic 
•* knights (hall know our fituation. Their 
•' eyes ultimately penetrate every thing: 
•' they are nearly as clear-fighted as our 
** enemies the free judges. Do not hope 
«* to be admitted into their order, without 
•^ a drift inquiry being made into yoii;? 
•• conduft : and, if they learn the motives 
•* of your arrival here, expeftto be judg- 
** ed with feverity, for their delicacy is fo 
*' great, that with them an accufation is as 
*' great a blot as a demonftrated crime.*' 

** Does Conrad think then,*' replied 
Herman, " that I am defirous of obtain- 
l^ ing the crofs of the order f '* 

^V I fup- 
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*^ I fuppofed fo, becaufe I imagined, 
*' that we, whofe fate is fo fimilar, might 
'* feck the fame refources/' 

** You defign, then, to fix yourfclf 
*« here ?'* 

'' Before I anfwcr your queftion, liear 
** the part of my adventures which is un- 
** known to you. When the perfccutiori 
** of the free judges conilraincd me to 
** quit my caftle, and leave an unfortuns^te 
" filler without protcftion, fortune offered 

me, in the midft of my affliftions, at 
*^ treafure, which ihe frequently refufes to 
" her greatcft favourites : I mean a faiths 

*^ ful friend My deliverer, my 

•* dear John of Unna appeared, and faved 
" me from defpair, which was urging me 
** to put an end to my days, and thus con-» 
*' figii myfelf, laden with fins,- to eternal 
** perdition.*' 

** John of Unna ! my brotlier ?" 

** Yes, he ! Anxiety and watching had 

*^ exhaufted my firength. I was fcarcely 

f^ three miles from my caftle, when (1. rp 

K ;i - *« bcgant 
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** began to overpower me. It was necef^ 
** fary that I (hould continue my way, 
^ or lofe all hope of efcape. 1 reached a 
•* wood, that, in happier days, had often 
** lent me it's friendly (hade under which 
•• to enjoy the pleafures of repofe after fa- 
*^ tigue. I knew, if I went farther, I 
•• ihould find an open country for many 
•' miles, where I mull fleep in the face 
•* of day, unfheltered by a fingle tree. It 
** is true there were villages and inns : but 
** under what roof could a traveller like 
** me fleep fecurely ? 

•« I lay down, therefore, under the firft 
*' tree, and fell afleep. How long I flept, 
•* I know not ; but when I awoke, the 
•* firft objeft that met my eyes wa§ a man 
^ with a drawn fword. Inftantly I arofe, 
^* and put myfelf into a pofture of de- 
« fence. My enemy was the ftrongeft, 
«* and I was on the point of being over 
•* powered, when a cavalier came up, 
•* and immediately undertook my defence. 
* This was. your brother, John of Unna. 
^ ' "He 
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*' He had never before feen me : but to 
*' find a mail ia diftrefs was fufficient in- 
" ducement with him to go to his affift- 



•' ance. 



•' My antagonlft was fbon obliged to 
" quit the field to our .united forces. I 
" thanked your brother, as my guardian 
** angel : we embraced ; we told each 
'* other our names ; and mine, though the 
•• name of one condemned by the fecret 
•* tribunal, for I was known fo to be all 
" over the country, did not incite him to. 
** withdraw from me his friend(hip. 

** He treated me as a brother, and fat 

** down by my fide * I, too, am 

" 'a fugitive/ faid he: * I am flw-eing 
" from my kindred, who would compel 
•* me to embrace a way of life to which I 
*' have an invincible repugnance. Let 
** us repair, then, my friend, to join the 
" Teutonic Knights. Their order may 
** proteft us from violence, and lead us 
" fome day to honour.' .... I ftruck 
" bands 'with him-, afluring him, that I 
K 3 ** would 
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*' would follow him any where, and we 
•• repofed on the grafs to make a flight 
•* repaft on the provifion your brother had 
** in his portmanteau. We drank out of 
•* the neighbouring brook: we formed 
** projeds for our future lives ; andxlreatnt 
•• not of the danger that might fruftrate 
*• them. . . . • To that danger, the dang- 
•' er of death, we had nearly fallen vie- 
** tims. The innocent ^was obliged to 
** fhare in it, becaufe he aflbciated with 
•* the guilty. The foe, from whom John 
** had delivered me, appeared anew^ 
** bringing with him a companion, that 
•* he might engage us on even terms. In 
*' an inftant we were on our feet. Our 
•* fabres, by an unpardonable negligence, 
** we had left at fome diftance on the 
** grafs ; fo that we had no weapons but 
** the knives with which we were eat- 
" ing. 

** The combat was very unequal, though 
^ one of our antagonifts, he whom the 
•* firft had brought with him, (eemed to 

'' fight 
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** fight With reluftance. No douht it wal 
** Ulric of Sendcn, tl.e lover of Alicia, 
" who was forced to draw his fwo: d ag vnft 
*' his miftrcfs's brother. He carefully 
" avoided wounding me, and foon turned 
*' from me to my fccond, who, unable to 
** Hand long againftan enemy armed with 
^^ a fword, was obliged to betake himfclf 
** to flight, I was then eafily taken pri- 
" foner by the other, who led me to Ofna- 
** bruck, I know not what prevented hint 
** from taking my life on the fpot. From 
^* my prifon I found means to efcape, and 
** thus avoided the difgrace of an ignomi- 
•* nious death. Immediately I repaired to 
*' the place where I conjc6tured I (hould 
^' find my friend, John of Unna. Already 
** was he decorated with the crofs of the 
** Teutonic Order. Being now better ac- 
** quainted with ihe ftatuces of the order, 
" than when we firft met, he knew it 
^^ would be impoffible for me to obtain ir, 
** and he advifcd me to relinquilh ny 
^* projeds, and thus avoid tlie ftridt fcru- 
* K4 tiny 
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* tiny that would be made into my adipns* 
' By his advice, alfo, I changed my 
^ name i my real one would have expofed 
' me to the greateft dangers. My mif- 

* fortune was not, like yours," involved 

* in obfcurity : it would have been over 
' with me, were I once known to be Con- 

* rad of Langen* 

^* Your noble brother could not fervc 
' me as he wilhed ; yet, notwithftanding 
^ the circumfiances that tied his hands, he 

* did much in my favour. To him am I 
♦* indebted for life, for honour, for the 

means of fubfiftcnce ; nay, more, for 
the opportuhity of fignalizing myfelf by 
glorious deeds } and, perhaps, it will 
not be impoffible, by continuing to 
diftipiguilh myfelf,' to, efface the remem- 
. bnahce of my paft life. 
** Some bufmefs of the order having 
called your brother away, I could cer- 
tainly not have remained here without 
a protedor. In that refpeft you have^ 
fupplied his place; and whilft your 

«* adventures 
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** adventures remain unknown, your name 
^* and reputation will fupport me. Bur, 
** Oh ! . what a man is your brother ! 
** How great and noble a charadter !••••' 
** Friend of the oppreffed, whom the 
** whole world rejcds ! • . . A faithful guide, 
** who has led me into the path of virtue ! 
•* Can I ever repay what I owe him ? 
** Surely, no : my life would be too little 
** to compenfate fuch benefits/' 

At thefc words Conrad melted into 
tears. Herman clofcly embraced him, and 
they confulted together what courfc they 
fliould purfue ; but fortune fparing them 
the trouble of carrying it into execution, 
the refult of their deliberation has never 
reached us. 
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CHAPTER XVT. 

OUR two knights ihould have been 
.more cautious in their difcourfe. Thejr 
lived in a country, where neither darkneft 
nor retirement could fecure them from 
treachery. Their bravery, the refpeft 
Ihewn them by the grand mafter and the 
reft of the knights, the fuppofition that 
they were both candidates for the crofs, 
and that it could not be refufed them, had 
excited envy. Their ruin was fought; 
their fteps were watched ; and it was mat*. 
tex of exultation to their enemies, that 
their imprudence had difclofed things, 
which muft cover them with confufion, 
and drive them from a place where their 
prefence was unwelcome. 

The grand matter was informed of what 

Herman and Conrad had entrufted to each 

other under the veil of night, Henry 

Reufs was at bottom no great friend to the 

4 . .knight 



OF UNNA. 205 

knight of fidelity ;: and thefe two unfor- 
tunate vidtims of fecret vengeance would 
have been treated with feverity, and par- 
ticularly Herman, the moft innocent of 
the two^ had not the count of Wirtcmbcrg 
interfered. 

The count and Herman had, fince their 
; arrival, always refided together. They 
had both fought under the ftandard of the 
Teutonic Knights. The former had thus a 
thoufand opportunities of becoming ac- 
quainted with the heroic qualities of our 
young hero, and began to be greatly at- 
tached to him whom he had once fo muck 
hatcidt Independently of the liberation of 
the count at Ratifbon, Herman had fre- 
quently rendered him effential fcrvices. 

The count was grateful, and pleaded 
'Hermanns caufc with ardour. Probably 
he wotild have.l)een completely juftified, 
had not the count of Wirtfemberg hlinfelf 
Jived la. a kind of banifhment, v\hicli was 
not completely done away till at Laft'a 
ponth after, and ,which,,.for the prcfnt^ 
^ .^ K 6 coafidcrably 
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confiderably abated the influence of his 
mediation. 

The terrible tribunal, which purfued 
Herman andrConrad, had minifters every 
where. No fooner was their fituation 
known, than numbers of fecret avengers 
prepared to execute the fentence pro- 
nounced againft them. Neither the grand 
mafter nor the count could fave them from 
this peril. The only favour the latter 
could obtain, in confequence of the au- 
thorrty he had formerly enjoyed in that 
fociety, and which he was fhortly to re- 
fume, was that Herman ihould be con- 
duced in fafety to Weftphalia, to his 
uncle, the old count of Unna, who, he 
had every rcafon to believe, would proteft 
and favour him, even if he could not pro- 
cure him juftice. 

The hopes of count Everard were not 

without foundation.* A report prevailed, 

that fome trace of the murderers of duke 

Frederic were difcovered; that one of 

^ them,, named Falkenberg, was already in 

the 



\ 
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the hands of juftice ; and that through him 
there was no doubt but the reft of the ac- 
complices would be found out and arretted, 

•* Go, my fon/* faid the count to Her-' 
man ; *Mf you have not deceived me, if 
^* you can completely juftify yourfclf from 
** having borne a part in that infamotrs/ 
** crime, and appear as innocent in the 
*• eyes of the public as in mine, I promife 
** you the accomplilhment of your dearcft 
•^ wilhes." 

i^* Wliat, 'that Ida (hall be mine?'' 
a&ed the youth, tranfportcd with joy,' and 
throwing himfelf at count Everard's feet, 

" Softly, foftly,'* faid the old count, 
** who fecmed to regret in fome meaiure 
•* what he had juft faid. " You afk too 
** much. A knight of Unna, and a prin- 
** cefs of Wirtcmberg, would be a match 
** too difproportionate. If, however, thie 
*' count of Unna fulfil his promife, and 
*• adopt you for his fon • . . then perhaps I 
l^ ihould not be fo unjuft as to refufe my 

!* daughter 
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•* daughter to the heir of fo great a name^ 
•f to thcfon too of my ancient friend," 

A fmile was on the lips of Everard, as 
he pronounced the laft words. Herman 
fell at his knees a fecond time. ** She is 
•* mine, then/* cried he; •* Ihc is mine! 
** O, my father! how fhall I thank you?*' 

" Extravagance of youth ! where are 
*^ the proofs of your innocence ? Who 
** can fay whether your uncle will keep 
** his word ? And, indeed, where is Ida 
*^ herfelf, whom one would fuppofe you 
** had already in your arms ?" 

*' Ida ! Ah ! were (he at the extremity 
" of the globe, were flie in bell itfelf, I 
.** would go thither in queft of hjer. But 
>' (be is in a convent in Hungary, as I 
>* am given to under ftand by a .letter, (he 
•^ has written to the queen of Bohemia. 
*' I will vifit every monaftery in the king- 
*< dom ; 1 win fpare neither prayers nor 
*' threats; I will l)e prodigal of bribes; I 
.** will employ force, if nccefljiry, till I 
f' Jaave difcovered her, and brought her 

*' With 
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** with me to your feet, there to receive 
*' your benedidion/' 

The count ihook his head. Things 
that feem eafy to youth appear far other- 
wife to the experience of age. Herman 
informed Everard, that his daughter 
had been expofed to the fword of the 
fecret tribunal, and that nothing could 
have faved her but her abode in Hungary, 
where fhe was iheltered from it's purfuit. 
•' And will not the return of her father, 
** re-eftablifhed in his rights," added Her- 
man, " neceflarily produce the juftifica- 
** tion of Ida > No, my lord, you will 
** not fucceedvin weakening my hopes; 
** be you but favour'ably difpofed towards 
*^ me, and I fear not the whole world.** 

Everard and Herman parted ; the for- 
mer tolerably content, the latter perfedtly 
enchanted. The count had once formed 
greater plans for his daughter. To fee 
her duchefs of Brunlwlc, and perhaps cni- 
prefSj v^oiild, unqudliojiabJy, have been 
incTv* flatjc.ing to his pride, than the title 

• ' of 
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of countefs of Urfha ; but he had already 

found himftlf obliged to abate fomethiog 

of his pretenfions. 

The emperor, Robert, was firmly cfta- 

bliftied on the throne, which the count once 
thought himfelf on the point of afcending. 
There was no appearance, of the German 
princes making another choice. Every- 
thing was fo arranged, that, on his deaths 
the Imperial crown could not fail of dc* 
fccnding to king Sigifmond, whofe fuc- 
ceffor, Duke Albert of Auftria, was too 
powerful to be fupplanted by another; 
and what probability was there, that an old 
man, like count Everard, flbould furvive 
the youthful Albert ? 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

HERMAN of Unna and Conrad of 
Langen were both delivered into the hands 
of their pcrfecutors. The former was 
treated with much indulgence, no doub^ 
becaufe he was fuppofed to be innocent ; 
and the latter, though charged with no* 
merous crimes, in fome degree partici* 
pated the treatment of his friend, 

Langen frobably knew his fituation bet- 
ter than did thofe who were apflointed to 
condu<5V him before his judges. He knew, 
that the moment he arrived at the place 
of his diflination, all the ancient accufa- 
tions againft him woqld be rerlewedj par- 
ticularly that relating to the bifliop of 
Ofnabruck. He knew, that he had ho 
refource but flight, and this had fo often 
fucceeded with him, that he flattered him* 
f^lf it would not fail. Fertile in. fl:rata- 
gems, and not very fcrupulous in the means 

he 
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he employed, he accompliflied his defigtu 
One evening he embraced his friend with 
great emotion, fpoke of the pleafure of 
meeting after a long feparation, and • . . . 
the next morning he was not to be found. 
Stridt fearch was made after him ; but to 
no purpofe : no one could difcover what 
was become of him. 

Henitan regretted his departure, yet re- 
joiced that he had recovered his liberty. 
Left he (hould be inclined to follow Con* 
rad's example, he was himfelf watched 
more, ftridly. Superfluous precaution ! 
Conrad had often urged .him to betake 
himfelf to flight, and he had as often re* 
fufed. Why Ihould he have fled ? His 
confcience was clear : the judge to whom 
he was to be condu<5ted was his relation,". 
his friend : and in nioft places through 
which, he pafl^ed rumours prevailed, that 
gave him hopes of beipg completely juf- 
tified. Of thefe his guards made no 
fecret : for one djty he was informed by 
them, that Faikenbcrgji the known af- 

faffin 
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faffin of the duke of Brunfwic, had 
denounced, as his accomplices, Werner 
of Hautftein, and Henry count of Wal- 
deck, both, as well as himfelf, in the fer- 
vice of the eledtor of Mentz. Hence it 
was eafy to divine on whom the fufpicioh 
mud fall ; and as to Hermah he was no 
way accufed. 

He rejoiced at thefe ftriking proofs of 
his innocence. His guards were not in- 
fenfible of them, and they propofed to 
'leave him at liberty to go where he pleaf- 
cd. Thd loyal knight fmiled at this pro- 
pofal. Innocence never flies , faid he once 
more, and calmly fuffered himfelf to be 
conducted to the caftle of his uncle,' the 
old count of Unna. 

It was not as a prifoner, but as a friend, 
that Herman was conduced to the houfe 
of his relation, who received him with 
open arms. ** What, already arrived tb 
•* enjoy your triumph ?*' cried the count', 
as he faw him entering. ** I have but juft 
^* written to Italy, to inform you of thfe 

** manner 
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*' manner in which the truth has been dif- 
" covered : is it poffible the news can 
" have reached you fo foon ?'* 

The young knight acquainted his itnclc 
with the circumftances that occafioned his 
return. 

" I am happy to affure you," replied 
the count, " that the manner in which 
** you have been thu!» brought to meet 
** your j unification is the laft trouble you 
** will experience from a crime in which 
•* you had no fhare^ Hautftein, Falkeo- 
** berg, and Waldeck were the accom* 
** plices of Hertingfhaufen, and perpetra- 
>* tors of the deed. None of them ac- 
** cufe you : they all declare on the con- 
** trary, that they knew not your name, 
" except by having heard HcrtingChaufen, 
•* when intoxicated, fay you were his 
" enemy, and fwear he would be avehged 
" of yoAi, Ihould it coft him his happinefs 
"here and hereafter. It is not furpriz- 
** ing, therefore, that his malignant dif. 
** pofition fuggeftcd to him, on his mcet- 

" ing 
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•• ing you near Fritzlar, to accufe you of 
** the crime for which he fuffered. In 
•' this accufation he perfifted to the laft : 
^* and hence fprung all your misfortunes.*' 

Horror feized Herman when he heard 
a circumftantial relation of the confpiracy, 
to which duke Frederic fell a vidim. He 
trembled when the names were repeated 
of thofe who were concerned ia the crime. 
....** Well, and what is the punifhment 
** of thofe murderers ?*' faid he with eager- 
nefs. 

^^ h fine," anfwered the count, drug- 
ging up his flioulders : ** A fine only !'* 

•* A fine ! and I was to be put to death 
«* merely on fufpicion !'* 

«' They are princes,*' replied the count : 
** you were only Herman of Unna." 

The old count had a long converfation 
with his nephew on this event : and, Her- 
man on his part, related his adventures 
amongft the Teutonic Knights, and the 
promife made him by the count of Wir- 
temberg. As much as the Utter part of 
c ' his 
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his narrative pleafed his uncle, fo much 
did he appear difpleafed with the former ; 
and Herman was obliged to undergo a 
ftridt examination on the manner in which 
he had lived with his brother John. The 
count of Unna's hatred to the younger 
branch of his family was inextinguiihable ; 
and nothing could have preferved his ne- 
hew from the difpleafure of the old gentle- 
man, but the aflurance which he gave him, 
with truth, that he had fpoken to his brp- 
thcr but once. 

** And what is his fituation there?" 
afked the count. " No very refpeftablc 
" one, I prefume. 

«' He is grand crofs, and has a com- 
** mandery." 

" Ah indeed ! 1 know then to what he 
•^ owes his advancement : not to his fer- 
" vices : but to the expedation that, .after 
*^ my death, he will be count of Unna. 
" Yet I fhall deceive them. This . John, 
•' and the vain glorious Bernard . . . But 
** they ar-e right; as 1 have no child, your 

« family. 



OF UNNA. 215 

** family, or the empire, mud be my 
** heir. Patience, however ! I will choofe 
^' one they lead* expcdt ; the youngeft, 
*' the mofl: defpifed of them all ; him 
•^ whom they thought to bury in the dufl: 
** of a cloifter, in order to raife themfelves 
*' at his expence/' 

During this fpeech the old man's anger 
kindled into a flame. With a tone of af- 
perity he ordered Herman to withdraw, 
who knew not what to think, till an an- 
cient domeftic of the houfe, whofe pro- 
bity he had difcovcred on his firft vifit to 
Unna, told him that the count, having 
been attacked with a dangerou-s difeafe, 
a few months before Herman's arrival^ 
Bernard of Unna, and the abbefs of Ma- 
rienhagen had talked fo publicly of their 
expedations, that it reached his cars, and 
confirmed him in the refolution he had 
formed in favour of Herman. 

The wrath of the count iooa fubfided, 
and the day on which Herman was folemn- 
ly .proclaimed innocent of the crime of 

which 
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which he had been accufed, he adopted 
him for his fon^ and declared him his heir. 
Herman's gratitude for fuch a bcnefir, of 
which no one more fully felt the impor- 
tance, fenfibly affcded the old man : he. 
thought he obferved in the eyes of his ne- 
phew nothing but the aftoniihment excited 
by an extraordinary favour to which he 
had no pretenfion ; and this extremely 
pleafed him. 

T^Ieither was the count much mif- 
taken. It is true Herman expeded 
what he had juft obtained: his un- 
cle^s promife had given him the idea ; 
and his converfation with the count of 
Wirtemberg Jiad recalled it to his me- 
mory : yet was he not lefs furprifed, to 
find himfelf thus fuddenly at the fummit 
of his hopes. He knew, that he was in- 
debted for it to no claim of right, but 
folely to the kindnefs of his uncle : and to 
fee the foundations of his happinefs, of 
which his generous relation knew not all 

-the 
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'the extent, thus fecurely lard, excited in 
him the xrf6ft Hvcly effufions of gratitude. 

' ** Yeaf, thoti aft my fon, tnyonly fon,'* 
cried h-e, prcffing Herman td his bofom. 
*^ All the wotld fhall know how much I 
** lore thee. I am proud of thee, and by 

■^* the fpiendbur with wliich I will equip 

•*^ thee, I will humiliate thofe who envy 

'*• thee, and who fo eagerly expected my 
« death.'' 

There appeared Jn thefe words fome- 

"thrng myfterious : but Herman foon un- 
dierftood their meaning. The count gaVc 
brm notice . to prepare the next day ta 
vifit his brothers and lifters, attended by 
a magnificent retinue. This news afflidted 
his good and gentle he^rt. What plea- 

•fure indeed could he f^eel, at being thus 
fcnt merely to brave his family? He fub- 
mltted, however, fo his uncle's will ; af- 
ter having prevailed on him, by dint of 
btreaties, to oitiic what would too fen- 

* fibly have wounded the pride of his re- 
htions. 

Vou III. L Agnes 
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Agnes and Bctff^iUa were deliglififcd to 
fee hiniy and fifiDlltely participated his 
bappinefs. UlriQ alfo threw himfelf into 
bis arms tranfported with joy. The ab- 
befs and the canonefs made him a tboufand 
pious complimeAts ; whiift the ill-diifem- 
blcd jealoufy of Bernard and Catherine 
were vifiblc in their eyes. Herman, 
however, ftrove to fatisfy them all by 
his politenefs and fincerc expreflions of 
friendfhip; but to none did he give fo 
much pleafure as to his fifler-in-law Ali- 
cia, to whom he brought news of her 
brother. 

Conrad had reached Hungary without 
the leaft accident. The king received him 
into his fervice, though he concealed not 
from himr ought refpeding his (ituation: 
Sigifmond was not more nice in the choice 
of his fervants than of his miflreiTes; and 
his queen Barbe faw with pleafure her 
court increafed by the addition of a famous 
knight, of whom (he hoped in time to 
make a conqueft. 

Agreeable 



Agreeable as the fociety of Ulrtc and 
Alicia, of Agnes and Petronilla^ was to 
Herman, he could not long remain with 
them. A paffion far ftronger than friend- 
(hip, his love for Ida, the defire of difco- 
Vering her afylum, and his anxiety for 
her fate, foon tore him from the arms of 
his family. 

His uncle, informed of his love and 
his hopes, had given him leave to depait 
in quefl of the princefs. Borne on the 
wings of love, he Arrived at Prague, hoping 
that the queen would acquaint him with^ 
the place of Ida's abode: but Sophia was 
equally anxious and ignorant of her (itu- 
ation. Thence he flew to the houfe of 
h5ncft Munfter, where, inftead of the in- 
formation he hoped, he found nothing but 
tears. 

" She is in the hands of the old arch- 
•* biOiop,'* faid the fofterfather of Ida; 
^^ out of which no human force can rcf- 
*^ cue her. Subinko, having loft all his 
** power in Bohemia, jjxcrcifcs with the 
L 2 " more 
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^^ more rigour what he has kfc id Hun- 
*^ gary. He lives at the court of Sigif- 
.^^ mood; Barbe is bis frieod ; aod no one 
^ dares oppofe him/* 

This was enough for Herman. His 
courfe was infbotly rcfolved on* He 
fwore to move heaven and earth for the 
delivery of his miftrefs from tbe perfecu- 
tion to which ihe was expofed ; and re- 
proached himfelf for having fo long r^?* 
raained eafy refpefting her fate. He. hfld 
iuppofed a convent the fafeft poffible afy- 
lum for an innocent young woipan : a 
Jbifiiop, he imagined, could Iiave no other 
views, no other defigns, in imprifofiing aa 
heretic, then inftru&ing her, and making 
her renounce her errors: but he fooo 
changed his opipion when he had heard 
Munfter. From that moment every hpuf 
appeared an age till Ida was delivered, 
^is diftance from her feemed greater every 
flep he took. Happily Munfter accon>- 
panied him, whofe cool judgment pre- 
vented 
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vented or repaired the numerous follies 
to which our young knight, from, his eager 
precipitancy, was expofcd. 

The court of Hungary, detdftable as it 
muft have appeared to him by the pre- 
fence of an ungrateful kingi and a wicked 
queen, of whom he could not think with- 
out rccollefking the adventures of the caftlc 
of Cyly, was the place to which' he would 
fain> ' on magic wings, have been inftan* 
taneoufly tranfported. There he cxpeft^d 
to h^ar news of Ida ; there awaited 
him a new pleafurc, Which be hid frc* 
qxiently defircd fince the happy iflue of his 
misfortunes : Duke Albert 6f Auftria was 
expelled Ht Prefburg. To fee him, to be 
proteded, counfcllcd by him, and at length 
to feve Ida, formed a profped: highly 
pleafing to Herman, who fincerely refpeft- 
cd the prince, and was fully convinced, 
that Albert would warmly efpoufe what- 
ever could contribute to the accompliflx- 
ment of his defires* 

L 3. Oft 
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On his appearance at the court of fitun- 
gary, Herman found that he was treated 
with far more refpeft as count of Unna, 
than he had been as the fimple knight of 
fideKty. 

Queen Barbe received him gracioufljr, 
and had the effronteryy though flie knevir 
be was acquainted with her infamous con^ 
duft, to look him baldly in the face. 
She was accuflomed to fuppofe that others 
had no better memory than herfelf; and 
that the witnefles of her former irrbgulari* 
ties had forgotten them fince her advance^ 
mebt. 

It was painful to Herman to pay her 
the homage due to a queen of Hungary, 
reiioUeAing that ihe to whom that honouf 
rightly pertained was ftill living. He re* 
tired with horror from the gaolerefs of 
Mary, though he knew not a tenth part of 
the cruelties ihe had inflided on that un-» 
happy viftim of her ambition. 

King Sigifmond paid to the young coiint 
of Unna the ^noft flattering attention. 

l4o 
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No doubt he had entirely forgotten the 
Jcifs imprinted on the lips of Barbe, with 
which Herman had once falfely been 
charged ; or he mnft fince have been ac- 
cuHomed to know, that others befide him- 
felf were admitted to that familiarity : re- 
port at leaft fpoke pretty loudly, that Barb« 
was not very fcrupulous on ,the bead of 
gallantry, and it was ahnoft impo(Eble that 
her intrigues (hould remaki totally con- 
cealed from her hufband* 

Herman was difappointed in his expecr ^ 
ration of finding duke Albert at Prefburg. 
He had gone, it was faid, to Klaufenburg, 
to fee the princefs Elizabeth, whence they 
were both fct off to vifit the princefs Gara 
at the convent of St. Nicholas: a journey 
that appeared not to have given fatisfadtion 
at couit, owing to the princefs of Ratibor^ 
who, in difgrace with Sophia, and obliged 
to retire to the fame convent with 
her daughter, had in her way pafled 
through Prefburg, and, according to cuC- 
L 4 tool. 
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his narrative pleafed his uncle, fo much 
did he appear difpleafed with the former ,• 
and Herman was obliged to undergo a 
ftridt examination on the manner in which 
he had lived with his brother John. The 
count of Unna's hatred to the younger 
branch of his family was inextinguilhable ; 
and nothing could have preferved his ne- 
hew from the difpleafure of the old gentle- 
man, but the aflurance which he gave him, 
with truth, that he had fpoken to his brp- 
thcr but once. 

/* And what is his fituation there ?*' 
alked the count. " No very refpeftable 
*^ one, I prefume. 

«' He is grand crofs, and has a com- 
^* mandery." 

" Ah indeed ! 1 know then to what he 
•^ owes his advancement : not to his fer- 
" vices : but to the expeftation that, .after 
*^ my death, he will be count of Unna. 
" . Yet I fhall deceive them. This . John, 
•' and the vain glorious Bernard . * ^ But 
** they ar-e right; as 1 have no child, your 

^ family. 
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*' family, or the empire, mud -be my 
** heir. Patience, however ! I will choofe 
" one they lead* expedt ; the youngeft, 
** the moft defpifed of them all ; him 
•^ whom they thought to bury in the dufl: 
" of a cloifter, in order to raife themfelves 
*' at his expence/' 

During this fpeech the old man's anger 
kindled into a flame. With a tone of af- 
perity he ordered Herman to withdraw, 
who knew not what to think, till an an- 
cient domeftic of the houfe, whofe pro- 
bity he had difcovered on his firft vifit to 
Unna, told him that the count, having 
been attacked with a dangerou-s difeafe, 
a few months before Herman's arrival, 
Bernard of Unna, and the abbefs of Ma- 
rienhagen had talked fo publicly of their 
expedations, that it reached his cars, and 
confirmed him in the refolution he had 
formed in favour of Herman. 

The wrath of the count iooa fubfided, 
and the day on which Herman was folemn- 
ly proclaimed innocent of the crime of 

which 
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which he had been accufed, he adopted 
him for his fon, and declared him his hein 
Herman's gratitude for fuch a benefifi o( 
which no one more fully felt the impor- 
tance, fenfibly affcded the old man: he 
thought he obferved in the eyes of his ne- 
phew nothing but the aftonilhment excited 
by an extraordinary favour to which he 
had no pretenfion ; and this extremely 
pleafed him. 

T^Ieither was the count much mif- 
taken. It is true Herman expelled 
what he had jufl: obtained : his un- 
cle^s promife had given him the idea; 
and his converfation with the count of 
Wirtemberg Jiad recalled it to his me- 
mory : yet was he not lefs furprifed, to 
find himfelf thus fuddenly at the fummit 
of his hopes. He knew, that he was in- 
debted for it to no claim of right, but 
folely to the kindnefs of his uncle : and to 
fee the foundations of his happinefs,* of 
which his generous relation knew not all 
" - -the 
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ibe extent, thus fecurely lard, excited in 
him the m6ft Hveiy cffufions of gratitude. 

' ** Yes, thott aft my fcfn, tnyonly fon/* 
cried h^, preffing Herman td his hofom. 
" All the world fhall know how much I 
** love thee. I am proud of thee, and by 

'^* the fplendbur with wliich I will equip 

•" thee, I will humiliate thofe who envy 
*• thee, and who fo eagerly expected my 
« death.'' 

There appeared Jn thefe words fome- 

'thing myfterious : but Herman foon un* 
derftood their meaning. The count gaVc 
him notice . to prepare the next day to> 
vifit his brothers and lifters, attended by 
a magnificent retinue. This news afflidted 
his good and gentle heart. What plea- 
fure indeed could he f^eel, at being thus 
fent merely to brave his family? He fub- 
mitted, however, to his uncle's will ; af- 
ter having prevailed on him, by dint of 
btreaties, to otnic what would too fen- 
fibly have wounded the pride of his re- 
htions. * 

Vol, III. L Agnes 
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Agnes and Bdic<H^^ll^ ^^^<^ deliglftld to 
fee hiniy and iific^ly participated his 
bappinefs. UlriQ alfo threw himfeif into 
bis arms tranfported with joy. The ab- 
befs and the canonefs made hitn a thoufaod 
pious complimeats ; whiift the ill-diflem- 
bled jealoufy of Bernard and Catherine 
were vifiblc in their eyes. HeroKm, 
however, ftrove to fatisfy them all by 
his politenefs and fincerc exprefiions of 
friendfhip; but to none did he give fo 
much pleafure as to his fifler-in-law Ali- 
cia, to whom he brought news of her 
brother. 

Conrad had reached Hungary without 
the leaft accident. The king received him 
into his fervice, though he concealed not 
from himr ought refpeding his fituation: 
Sigifmond was not more nice in the choice 
of his fervants than of his miftrefles; and 
his queen Barbe faw with pleafure her 
court increafed by the addition of a famous 
knight, of whom (he hoped in time to 
make a conqueft. 

Agreeable 
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Agreeable as the fociety of Ulrfc and 
Alicia, of Agnes and Petronilla^ was to 
Herman^ he could not long remain with 
them, A paffion far ftronger thlan friend- 
(hip, his love for Ida, the defire of difco- 
Vering her afylum, and his anxiety for 
her fate, foon tore him from the arms of 
his family. 

His uncle, informed of his love and 
his hopes, had given him leave to depait 
in quell of the princefs. Borne on the 
wings of love, he Arrived at Prague, hoping 
that the queen would acquaint him with' 
the place of Ida's abode: but Sophia was 
equally anxious and ignorant of her fitu- 
ation. Thence he flew to the houfe of 
h6neft Munfter, where, inftead of the in- 
formation he hoped, he found nothing but 
tears. 

" She is in the hands of the old arch- 
•* bifliop," faid the fofterfather of Ida; 
^^ out of which no human force can rcf- 
*^ cue her. Subinko, having loft all his 
*^ power in Bohemia, fxcrcifcs with the 
L 2 *' more 
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^^ more rigour what b^ b^s left in Hun^ 
/f gary. He lives at the court of Sigif- 
y niood; Barbc is his frieod ; and no iwie 
^ dares oj>pofe him/' 

This was enough for Herman, His 
courfe was inftantly refolved on. He 
jCwpre to move heaven and earth for the 
delivery of his miftrefs from tbe p)erfeca- 
tion \s> whiqji ihc was expofed,; and re- 
proached hirufelf for having fo long.ri?* 
iiiained eafy refpedting her fate, He.iiad 
4bppofed a cpnvent the fafeft poffible af);- 
lum for an innocent young woii^an : n 
;Jbi£hap> he iinagined^ couJdJvive no other 
views, no other defigns, in imprifcaing 5i|> 
beretic, then inftrudjng her, ajid n^iog 
her renounce her errors : but he fopn 
changed his opipion when he b^d beard 
Munftcn From that momer^t every. hQiy 
appeared an age till Ida was delivered* 
^is diftance from her feemed greater every 
llep he took. Happily Munfter accon>. 
panied him, whofe cool judgment pre* 

vented 
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vented or repair4d the numerous follies 
to which our young knighr, from his eager 
precipitancy, was expofcd. 

The court of Hungary, d^tdftablc as it 
muft have appeared to him by the pre- 
fence of an ungrateful king; and a wicked 
queen, of whom he could not think with-i 
out recollecting the adventures of the caftle 
of Cyly, was the plate to which' he would 
fain, on magic wings, have been inftan* 
taneoufiiy tranfported. There he expedt^d 
to h^ar news of Ida ; there awaited 
him a new pleafure, Which be hid fre** 
quently dcfired fince the happy iffue of his 
misfortunes : Duke Albert df Auftria was 
expeded at Preiburg, To fee him, to be 
prote&ed, counielled by him, and at length 
to fave Ida, formed a profped: highly 
pleafing to Herman, who fincerely refpedt- 
ed the prince, and was fully convinced, 
that Albert would warmly cfpoufe what- 
ever could conftribute to the accomplifli- 
mtnt of his defires, 

L 3, On 
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On bis appearance at the court of tivtn* 
gary, Herman found that he was treated 
with far more rcfpeft as count of Unna^ 
than he had been as the fimple knight bl 
fideKty. 

Queen Barbe received him gracioufljr, 
and had the effrontery^ though ihe ktte\V^ 
he was acquainted with her infamous con^ 
duft, to look him bQidly in the face. 
She was accuilomed to fuppofe that others 
hid no better memory than herfelf; and 
that the witneff^s of her former irregularis 
ties had forgotten them fince her advance^ 
ment. 

It was painful to Herman to pay her 
the homage due to a queen of Hungary^ 
reiioMeAtng that Ihe to whom that honoup 
rightly pertained was ftill living. He re- 
tired with horror from the gaolerefs of 
Mary, though he knew not a tenth part of 
the cruelties ihe had inflicted on that un* 
happy viftim of her ambition. 

King Sigifmond paid to the young count 
of Uuna the 4noft flattering attention. 

i4o 
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No doubt he had entirely forgotten the 
kifi imprinted on the lips of Barbe, with 
which Herman had once falfely been 
charged ; or he mnft fince have been ac« 
cuflomed to know, that others befide him- 
felf were admitted to that familiarity : re- 
port at leaft fpoke pretty loudly, that Barbe 
was not very fcrupulous on ,the head of 
gallantry, and it was almoft impof&ble that 
her intrigues ihould remain totally con- 
cealed from her hufband. 

Herman was difappointed in his expec«> 
ration of finding duke Albert at Prelburg. 
He had gone, it was faid, to Klaufenburg, 
to fee the princefs Elizabeth, whence they 
were both fct off to vifit the princefs Gara • 
at the convent of St. Nicholas: a journey 
that appeared not to have given fatisfadtion 
at couit, owing to the princefs of Ratibor, 
who, in difgrace with Sophia, and obliged 
to retire to the fame convent with 
her daughter, had in her way pafled 
through Prefburg, and, according to cuf* 
L 4 tool. 
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tom^ propagated calumnies and excited dif*- 
cpntent* 

Oh ! had Her^ian knowD that Gara^ 
the friend of the young Elizabeth, wa9 
the friend alfo of Ida^ and lived but a few 
miles from her ; and that the latter was in 
the moft imminent danger, while others 
were enjoying happinefs for which they 
were indebted to her, he would inftantly 
have flown to. her fuccQur, and ini^red 
the affiilance of all her friend^ to emaa* 
cipate het from her frightful danger^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

* Queen Mary, as the reader has feen, 
had been liberates! from her long and fe- . 
vere captivky. Already fhe tailed the d«» 
licious fatisfadtion of being once more in the. 
company of the princefs Gara, and expedt-; 
ed, With impatience, the happy mamenty. 
when {he Ihould fold her child in her arms. 
A meflenger had been fecretly difpatched 
to Elizabeth with the news. Duke Albert, 
who was then at Klaufenburg, immediately 
fet off with her, to convince himfelf with 
his own eyes of the almoft incredible deli- 
verance of Mary. At the period of t^e 
hiftory at which we are arrived, the inter- 
view between the mother and daughter had 
taken place. After the firfl tranfports of 
joy were over, their fpirits being a little 
calmed*, they gave themfelves up to the 
fweet pfeafure of reftedting on their happi- 
ncfe. Yet it would be wrong to fuppofe, 
L 5 that 
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that, in thefe delightful momcntsy Ihe who 
had occafioned them was forgotten : had 
every one elfe been capable of fuch' forget- 
fulnefs, it was impoflible that the heart of 
the queen (hould harbour fuch ingratitude. 
She fpoke to her daughter, with enthufiafoiy 
of the princefs of Wirtembcrg, and pray- 
ed duke Albert to devife fome means of 
refcuing her, whom flie called her only 
deliverer, her tutelary angel. Albert and 
Eliza bluflxed. Why the former did fo^ 
we knew not: the blufh of the latter no 
doubt arofe from a fecret ihame at having 
received the greateft benefit from a perfon^ 
whom, through the infinuations of a perfi- 
dious friend^ flie had once fo unjufily 
hated. 

The princefs Gara remarked the emo«- 
tion of Elizabeth, and obferved^ that nei* 
ther force nor cunning could refcue Ida^ 
and that the confent of the archbiihop alone 
could reftore her to liberty. To obtaio 
this, therefore^ every probable flep was 

immediately 
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immediately taken : though the particular 
reafons of Subink6 for detaining her in; 
prifon were not yet known to them^ the. 
delicate Ida having never explained her*, 
felf fully on that head even to Mary. 

In the mean time Herman could not , 
avoid experiencing a fecret inquietude re* 
fpeding the fate of his miftrefs : but how 
much gr.eater would have been his anxiety^ 
had he known the fad ficuation in which 
(be was, and the inefficacy of the means 
employed to deliver her. In a fortnight 
ihe was to pronounce her vows. The 
arcbbifbopanfwired duke Albert's letter 
in favour of the princefs of Wirtemburjg 
in an equivocal manner : this anfwer de- 
manded a reply ; and thus Subinko ima- 
gined be ihould fpin out the afiair, till ihe 
had irrevocably dedicated herfelf ta God^ 
and an infurmountable barrier, which would 
effedually deftroy the happinefs of Her* 
man, was placed between her and the 
world. 

L 6 One 
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- One evening as Herman &t alone abi < 
ferbed in thought, and revolving m his 
rtind a variety of fchemes for thedifcoverf 
of Ida, the door opened, and a perfbo en- 
tered,- whom he fuppofed tp. be at the 
court of Sigifmond, but whom he had 
f6ught with eageraefs without being able - 
to find htm. 

*^ Conrad, dear Conrad f** cried Her- 
man, running to him with open ara»> 
^^ you arrive at one of the moftperpfex- 
*^ ing moment* of my life, toconible, per-^ 
*^ haps toaflift me/* 

'** Would it were in my potyer!** an« 
fwered Conrad, taking off his hat and 
IWord, and throwing himfelf iilto n^ chak t'< 
** but I am come with the utmoft fpetA- 
*^ to inform you, that there are no feir- 
*^ ther hopes.**^ 

' Herman flood before his friond, bis-arm»' 
hanging lifekfs by. his fide, and his eyefr> 
wildly ftaring, as if he had ju^ heard pro^ 
nounced the fentence of his death ; whett- 
be fbddenly recolle^d^ that the fad news 

Conrad 
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Gbrfrad had to impart to him might not 
rdatetolda. 

f. " What Have you to tell me/' faid he- 
at laft, " in which I am concerned ? I 
*' am indiflFcrent to every thing but Ida, 
** and of her you furt^ly know nothing/^ 

- *^ Yet it IS of her, and her only, I have * 
** to fpeak; I am juft arrived from the 
" place where Ihe is detained, from the 
** convent of St. Anfne, to tell you that all 
*^is over, that flie is loft to you, if . • • • 
'•but how is it pofiible to accomplifli in 
*^ a few days, what has employed nr;C 
*^ whole weeks in vain ?' • 

'^* You know Hi en her abode: you bring' 
** mc newi of her : yet you ' pretend ihe * 
^^ is raviihed from me for ever ? irtipoffibft !' 
*• irapoffiMc! happinefs and mPfery at* 
*^ once !-~Itell you it cannotbe, fince we * 
*• knew where fhc is-, ftye muft be faved :' * 
" (he piuft, or we muft both perifh.** 

Herhwn, ' as he uttered thcfe words, 
caught up his fword, and cried to his peo- " 
pie to come and arm him* - ^- • ^ 

« Be 
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On bis appearance at the court of Hun* 
gary, Herman found that he was treated 
with far more rcfpeft as count of Unna, 
than he had been as the fimple knight of 
fideKty. 

Queen Barbe received him gracioufly, 
and had the effrontery, though ihe knevir 
he was aciquainted with her infamous coni- 
duft, to look him bQidly in the face. 
She was accuflomed to fuppofe that others 
hid no better memory than herfelf; and 
that the witneff«5 of her former irregulari* 
ties had forgotten them fince her advance^ 
ment. 

It was painful to Herman to pay her 
the homage due to a queen of Hungary, 
reiiollc^tng that Ihe to whom that honouf 
rightly pertained was ftill living. He re- 
tired with horror from the gaolerefs of 
Mary, though he knew not a tenth part of 
the cruelties ihe had infiidted on that un-» 
happy viftim of her ambition. 

King Sigifmond paid to the young count 
of Uuna the 4noft flattering attention. 

l4o 
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abftain from fctting'off at a venture, with- 
out knowing what meafures were neceffary 
to his fuccefs^ if indeed any hope of fucceft 
were left, 

** Tell me then ;'* cried he with eager- 
nefs ; " you fee I am calm ; calm enough 
•* to hear any thing you have to fay.'* 
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CHAPTER XIX* 

•* Y O U remember/' faid Conrad, 
** how I parted from you on the frontiers 
" of Germany. You refufed to fly \$kh 
" me ; my prefence was of no fervice to 
** you ; and I knew that elfcwhere it 
** might be ufeful. 

** My thoughts were occupied with your 
*• Ida,—* Herman/ faid I to myfelf, 'will 
•' arrive at his uncle's, his innocence will 
<* be acknowledged, and nothing will be 
•* wanting to his happinefs but the poflef- 
** fion of her he loves. How fad an em- 
•* ployment, fliould he be obliged to feck 
'* her, and perhaps long feek her in vain ? 
** Now, Conrad, an opportunity offers of 
•^ repaying his kindnefs, undertake this 
** tafk for him. What triumph, if thou 
** canft reftore to thy friend his intended 
** bride, b^^fore he confiders it as an event 
** barely poffible.' 
. • . •'At 



l"i Jr-iVt^tV 



OF UNNA. 233 

." At.firft the only light I had to guide 
** my fteps was, that Ida was m a convent 
" in Hungary. I tarried .no longer at 
** Prague than was neceflary to get far-, 
•' ther information. There I learnt, that, 
•* the archbifhop had carried off the prin- . 
" cefs of Wirtemberg under pretence of. 
**.herefy, and perhaps on account of. a 
** pair of bright eyes which had captivated 
** him J for different perfons gave differ-, 
^Vent charadters of Subinko, and God 
" kiipws which were in the right. 

*« At the demand of Sophia, .Winccf- 
^\ laus had banifhed Subinkp from Bohe- 
^\ mia, and the prelate was gone to refklQ 
" in Hungary at the court of Sigifmond. - 
•* This was enough to induce mc with all 
*• fpeed to repair thither, 

** I found no difficulty in being admit- 
*• ted into the king's fervice : an honour 
*^ which I deiired at bottom only as a 
" means of accefs to the archbifliop, which 
** I obtained wiih equal eafe. I foriried 
** an acquaintance with fome of his do- 

" meflics; 
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** meftlcs ; I drank with tliem^ and amu^ 
•* cd them with dories of my campaigns. 
** You know how much the attendants of 
^* a biihop, who have fecn no fervice, and 
•' been expofed to no dangers themfelves» 
^ love to hear the hair-breadth Cifcapes 
f* of others. 

** My fcheme fucceeded to a marvel. 
•* The men became communicative, and, 
•* diffatisfied w ith their mailer, told me 
^* more than I.wiftied to know. My only 
" aim was to difcover the retreat of the 
** princefs of Wirtcmberg, which by in^ 
*• direft queftions I efFefted. I learnt from 
^ them th^t the archbiihop had been to 
" fee her at the convent of St. Nicholas, 
** which he quitted in very ill-humour, 
•« and fwore, before his valet de^chambre, 
^* that he would never fee her again till 
** flie had taken the veil. Ida Cnce that 
"*^ had been removed to St. Anne'is, and the 
" year of her noviciate was nearly ex- 
«' pired. 

•* I had 
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^ I had formed a more particular inti«> 
^* macy with one of the archbilhop's caira- 
'* licrs* He was a man from whom any 
•* thing might be obtained by means of 
•^ money and promifes. To Rudger, the 
'^ attraAton of a handful of gold was irre- 
*' fiftibie : he promifcd to condudt me to 
*• St, Anne's, and to do whatever I defircd 
•^ htm. ^ 

** When we reached the convent, I told 
•* him my purpofe of carrying off Ida. I 
•* was at firft afraid, that the rape of a 
<* nun would ftartle him : but I foon found 
*^ that he was ufed to fuch expeditions. 
<* In his youth he had afliiled at more ad- 
'^ ventures than one of that kind : and he 
** boafted of having formerly himfclf had 
•* an intrigue with a lay-fifter in this felf* 
** fame convent, whibh, though it did not 
*' indeed terminate in carrying off the fair, 
•* bad cxpofed him to more rilk, dur* 
•* ing the year it continued, than if he had 
*^ ventured at once on fo bold a meafure; 
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** He informed me, that ndaf tli^wiall 
*^ of the burying ground was ad old tree, 
•« which ufed to cover fomc breaches in 
*' it, by which, with proper caution, ctify 
'^ accefs might be bad to the convent. 
*' There he faid he would reconnoitre, 
" and endeavour to get fome ihformiltion 
** refpeding the intcriour of the convent; 
•* for amongft thofe who have renounced 
*^ the- world, there arc always individuals 
'^ with whom connexions may be formed ; 
*' the caterers, door*keepers, and the like, 
'^ are not incorruptible, and a few trifling 
" prefcnts will not fail of feducing them« 

^' Rudger foon returned, and brought me 
" good news. Happily for the pooj? nuns^ 
*^ the breaches in the wall remained as 
"they were ten years before* He bad 
". learned that Ida was commonly in the 
** infirmary, the windows of which locked 
^' into the burying-ground, and that flie 
'^ fometimes took a nocturnal walk among 
" the tombs, which was favourable to our 
JV enterprize. 

« One 
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" One doubt reiiiilined, whicli was, that I 
*' was unacquainted with theperfonof her 
** whom I was defirous of carrying off; a 
" difficulty which rny trufty companion foon 
" removed, by afluring me, that he knew 
*' the princefs. * I was one of the atrcnd- 
" ants,' faid he, * who accompanied her 
" to Sr, Anne's. Her (lender and raajef- 
" tic fhape will diflinguifh her at once'; 
*^.and the moment we have removed hiv 
" veil, her angejic countenance will dif- 
** pel every doubt.' " 

At thefe words Herman fighed. Who, 
indeed, could have once beheld the charnls 
of Ida, and heard them mentioned without 
cmptioa? 

Conrad continued : " To conrince me 
•* of the truth of what he had afferted, 
** Rudger introduced mc that very even- 
^* ing into the cemctry. We caiily fcaled 
«* the wall. His plan was good, but I 
•'.pretended to doubt it, the more to eic- 
*^ cite him lo.furmount all difficpities. -I 
•' fuccecded in this, and. he hiiiifclf iir- 
I " couraged 
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** couraged me, and endeavoured to per- 
** fuade me of the facility of the cnter- 
*' prifc. He was extremely preffing for 
** me to ufe difpatcb, as the archbifliop 
" was foon to make bis vificaticn, and it 
*' Svould probably not be long before Ida 
** took the veil. He gave me hopes, that 
^ it would perhaps be poffible to carry off" 
•* the princefs on the day of an approach- 
•• ing feftival, when the nuns enjoyed more 
" liberty than ufual : but I was ftill of 
•* opinion, that it was abfolutely neceffary 
** to acquaint Ida with our defxgns, in or* 
♦* der to infure their execution. 

^ * Would it take much time/ faid I 
•• to him, * to cut through a few bars of 
** the window ? We could ,then gain ad- 
*^ mittance to her, acquaint her with our 
** fcheme^ and carry off at once, or at leaft 
^* mrake the neceflary arrangement.* 

** To this Rudger ftarted forae objec- 
•* tions. W^ returned again to the ceme- 
*^ try, to make further obfervations, when 
^ we (aw fomething white pafs by us, 

'' that 
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*« that vaniflied like lightning through a 
" door which' we had not obfcrved to be 
^* open^ and which immediately ihut with 
•* fomenoifci 

«< « What is that ?' faid I to my com- 
^* panion with furprize. * Let me die,' 
" faid he, ' if it was not (he hcrfelf* I 
** am fure of it from her (hape, and the 
** lightnefs of her ftep : the nuns of this 
*' convent have long ago loft all their 
" alertnefs.* 

^* * How unlucky/ exclaimed I, ^ that 
** we have miffed fo far an opportunity ! 
^* we (hall never be bleffed with fuch an- 
" other/ 

** « Come, come,' faid he, ' do not def- 
•* pair. We may be more fuCcefsful to- 
/* morrow/ 

** We left the burying place, with de- 
•* iign to return thither the next night; 
** which we did ; but to our extreme rc- 
** gret we found that the wall behind the 
•* tree had been confiderably heightened* 
** It was plain that our ,fcheme was fuf- 
3 pcdted. 
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^* pcfted, and that meafures "trete takea 
<^ to counteradt it. Some breaches, liow/- 
*• ever, .ftill remained : poffibly they had 
** nor been obferved, or they migbf^baViB 
** been left by deflgn. 

€4 \Y^ entered boldly, refolved to rift 
** every thing to accomph'fli our purpofe. 
*• We afcended to the window o£ the in- 
** firmary ;: though we nvifled our guide, 
*' the lamp which ufually burnt tber^. 
** Accident, we thought, might have eX'- 
■♦« tinguifhed it, and at any rate dafrkrtcfs 
** was favourable to our defign. ' 

** Having cut through the bars, we en- 
** tered the chamber. Conceive our dd- 
" fpair, when we found it empty. There 
^ was neither nurfe nor patient : all bafl 
** difappeared, and the door that com- 
" ifluaicated with the convent was firfniy 
*• fecured. We returned forrowfully as wfe 
** came, convinced that we were difcd- 
** vered. 

•' On the feftival of St, Nicholas, when', 
•« as Rudger aflured me, the puBSof^th'c 

. ** convent 
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f <Sonvent enjoyed more libertyi and there? 
•* was feme probability of our being abld 
** to meet with the princefs, we made an- 
** other attempt. 

«« We concealed ourfelves and were ori 
5* the watch all day. . Many of the nuni 
^*' came in our ,way, but none that werd 
f' for our purpofe. At length, toward^ 
** evening,, we perceived one whofe figurd 
" perfuaded us it was Ida, We ruihcd 
**. on her, and condadted her away, with- 
** out her uttering a (ingle cry. She was 
" half up the ladder, when, luckily, hct 
f: veil fell off, and difcovered to us a face fo 
** dcftitute of the bewitching charms of 
** Jda's, as defcribed to me by Rudgcr 
V that we had nearly betrayed ourfelves 
f^ by a cry of aftoniflimcnt. 

•** Wc quitted our prize, curfed our 
** fate, and haftcned away ; not, indeed; 
<* renouncing .our projcdi:, but difpofed to 
*' undertake foincfnin;^ ilill more dnriiig 
^/. and rafl\. • Fortune at this p.^rioJ 
f* brougj^c to my aiil a nvui wondcii iilly 
*.., Vol. III. M ^< calculated 
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^* calculated to affift me in my undertaking. 
** -It was my old and faithful Walter, who, 
^^ being difengaged from bis oaths, could 
*' openly advice and ferve me. He knew 
** Ida, and wilhed to fave her, though hb 
^ invention was not very fertile in ftrata* 
^^ gems : mine, indeed, he frequently 
•* termed ralh, yet he was always ready to 
^' fecond me in their execution* 

^* To recount all the means we employ- 
^* ed would be tedious; but inftead of 
** fucceeding I fear they have, contributed 
^* to render the fate of the princefs more 
•' fevere, and her delieverance next to'im* 
" poffible." 

Conrad hadTcarcely finifhed thefe words, 
when Herman ftarted from his feat and 
exclaimed : " Madman, that thou art, thou 
^* pretended to ferve me, and by thy im- 
•* patience baft ruined me. Tell me, tell. 
" me this inftant where is Ida ? I will yet, 
«* I will yet fave her/' 

Langen had great difficulty to calni his 
friend, and induce him to hear his recital 

CO 
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to:the end. " In ftiort," rcfumed he, " let 
" me tell you then, that I formed the de- 
^* fign of fetting fire to the convent, and of 
" availing myfelf of the confufion to carry 
« offlda. 

** Rudger and Walter, my companions, 
** had more judgment than I ; and the 
•* fcheme was fo modified, and changed, 
** that finally we determined to kindle a 
** little ftraw, and other combuftibles, eafy 
•' to be extinguiflied, in one of the courts 
^* of the convent, at whrich we could ar- ' 
** rive through the cemetery. 

" This we carried into execution. The 
•* flames afcended into the air in a terrible 
** manner. With a hollow voice Rudger 
** gave the a4arm of fire. All the nuns* 
** were roufed ; all the cells opened. 
•* Once more, during the tumult, we laid 
** hold of a nun, whom, in the dark, we 
** took for the princefs. Walter in the 
" mean time extinguiflied the fire and fol- 
<* lowed us. We took off* the veil of the 
** nun, who had fainted^ and found our- 
M 2 •' fclves 
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^* felves a fecond time miflakcn. We left 
•* her in the cemetery, and fled. 

** The confequences of fo bold an aN 
" tempt were certainly to be dreaded. To 
** terrify the nuns by fetting fire to their 
** convent, to carry off one of them, and 
*' then comptuoufly to defert her, were 
*' too many infults for one time. The whole 
*' neighbourhood refounded with outcries 
** againft the facrilegious robbers, and we 
*' fhould certainly have been torn to pieces 
*^ had we been fufpefted. Thus all fur-t 
*' ther attempts became impradlicable, 
^* The convent of St. Anne was guarded 
*' by armed men, and the report w^as 
*' fpread, that the nuns well knew who 
^' v;as the occafion of thefe attempts, and 
*' that they would foon get red of her, by 
** fending her to fome diflant and unknown 
*^ convent, v»'here it would be impdffible 
" to find her. 

*'• I cannot better dcfcribe the dcfpair 
*' inco which this news threw me, than 

*' by 
4 
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'* by comparing it to that which I read ac 
** this moment in your eyes." 

in fadl Herman was no longer mailer 
of himfvlf ; yec could he not utter a fingle 
word ; Lind Conrad finiflied his narrative 
without interruption. 

** Fortunately," contiunued he, ^- Rud- 
** ger difcovered that duke Albert of 
^ Auftria was at the neighbouring convent 
•' of St. Nicholas, to which he had ac- 
•* companied the princefs Elizabeth. 
Knowing, from your ftory, the duke's 
friendftiip both for you and Ida, I haf- 
tcned to him, gave an account of every 
" thing, and aflced his advice and affif- 
^' tance. 

'^ He had already, taken many fteps in 
" Ida's favour. What I related to him 
" heightened the danger in his eyes ; yet 
** he immediately took meafures botH to 
•^ afcertain her fituation, and find means 
^^ of delivering her. Having learnt that 
«* fhe was ftill at St. Anne's, the d.ukc dil j 
** patched me with a prcfling letter to the 
M 3 <* arch 
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" archbilhop ; a letter, which he con- 
" ceives muft have a good effed, un- 
" Jcfs the prelate be determined to rifk 
«« every thing. To execute the commif- 
" (ion am I come hither. Could a more 
** trufty or expeditious courier have been 
«chofen?" 

" And what efFed has this letter pro- 
** duced ?" faid Herman in a tone of dc- 
fpair. 

** The anfwer I received was very fingu- 
" lar,'' replied Conrad : " The day which 
" is faft approaching will inform us what 
•* we are tg think of it. I found every 
*' thing in confufion in the archbifliop's 
•* palace ; and nothing lefs than the name 
** of the duke of Auftria would have 
" gained my packet admittance. I was 
•' aflured, that his holinefs was extremely 
*' ill, and incapable of reading a letter, 
*^ much more of anfvvering one. 

** I infilled, however, on not quitting 
^' the palace without an anfwer for the 
" duke. At length the grand almoner 

** made 
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** made his appearance, and informed me, 
" that the archbifhop was really very ill, . 
*' but, however things went, that I Ihould 
*' have an anfwer early in the mornings I 
** then came to you. The fervant, who 
" let me out, confidently affured me, that 
" the archbilliop was at the point of death 
" and could not poflibly Hve to fee the day ; 
" an event, which, I am perfuaded, will 
^^ be of no advantage to our affair." 

" Why not ? lda*s perfecutordead, who 
^' will oppofe her liberation ?" 

" Do you know the fucceflbr of Swbia* 
" ko ? . . . . New comers generally defend 
V the rights of the church more obftinately 
" than thofe who . have been long Ui 
" place." 

" We Ihall at leafl: have no private in- 
** tereft to combat relative to Ida. And 

s 

** if, as has been generally prefumed, the 
** covetous Albikus fucceed, from his 
" venal difpofition I have every thing to 
" hope. . • , • O Conrad, vour news yoit 
*' thought, would be death to me : on the 
M 4 " contrary 
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** contrary it reftores me to life and hap- 
•« pinefs!" 

Thus did the two friends fpend the 
night without fleep, revolving in their 
minds the paft, and forming projefts for 
the future. It is true they reckoned upon 
an event which generous minds feldom 
take into their ca.lculations ; but, as the 
death of the archbiflbop would be a happy 
circumftance for a number of perfons 
groaning under oppreffion, the friends of 
Ida were fure]y excufable, and fortune ac- 
cordingly efFedted the accomplifliment of 
their wifli. 

' In the morning they heard^ that Su- 
binko had fini(h<d his deteftable career, 
and that Albikus Would be his fuccefTor. 
-The new archbilhop refided at Prague, and 
Herman's refolution was foon taken. 

** Repair with all fpeed," faid he to 

Conrad, ^^ to the place where my Ida is 

f^, ^* imprifoned ; and watch, that flie do not 

«' efcape me, that (he be not fecretly con- 

** veyed to fome place where it will re- 

U « quire 
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" quire ages for me to find her. I fliall 
** inyfclf fly to Prague, to the new arch- 
** bifliopy of whom money will purchafe 
<« every thing, and fhall offer him for her 
*•' enlargement all I poffefs, nay all *of 
•* which I may hope the poffeflion. The 
•'' count of Wirtemberg, who ere this is at 
•* the court of king Winceflaus, will fecond 
^* my wifhesr If I fuccced, I will foon be 
^ with you. Her father, duke Albert, and 
*> you, who arc all dear to her as well as 
** to me, fhall then join me, to lead her in . 
" triumph from' her horrible dungeon.'* ^ 
The fpirits of Herman were elevated to 
the higheft pitch. His rcfolution had: 
been formed with the quicknefs of light- 
ning ; and with equal rapidity was it put' 
ii-i execution. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

THE anxiety of Herman and Conrad 
was but too well founded. The fitu^tion 
6f the princefs of Wirtembcrg lince jve left 
her had every day grown worfe. * 
• The attempts made to carry her off 
came not, as has been feen, from the 
afrchbifliop, but from Conrad of Langen,- 
who, to ferve his friend, had employed all 
poflible means, prudent or imprudent. . 

His fchemes, however, would have In* 
fallibly fucceeded, had he aded with le{s 
IMTccipitancy, or had they not been oppofed 
by her who might have favoured . them. 
But Ida believed Subinko to be the author 
of this enterprife; and, befides, had (he 
even been informed of the benevolent 
hand that wifhed to free her from her dun- 
geon, her principles would probably hav^. 
revolted at foch a mode of deliverance, 
laefcape from a convent, to clopc from 

It 
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it with a ftranger, however confidefed, 
muft fhock the delicacy of a modeft young 
woman, and might irretrievably flain her 
reputation. 

Ida neither expcfted nor hoped for dcH* 
verance, but through the folicitations of 
her friends. She knew not bow cold and 
, indiflfcrent was common friendfhip, whea 
Ikcrifices are to be made. Elizabeth and 
the princefs Gara, her new acquaintance, 
happy in the pofleflSon of Mary, employed 
all their cares in rc-eftablifhing her health. 
When they thought of Ida, they quieted 
their apprehenfions for her fate,^by the 
hope that it would foon change, and thua 
fpared themfelves the trouble of any exer- 
tion to meliorate it. 

The queen, -it is true, had. the name of 
her deliverer always in her mouth ; but " 
they endeavoured to tranquiilife her, by 
hopes of which Ihe could not know the 
flight foundation. 

Duke Albert, the ardent admirer of Ida, 

was obliged to conceal his anxiety, left be 

M6. ihould 
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ftould rekindle in the. heart of his future 
bride thofe embers of jealoufy which were 
yet fcarcely extinguiftied. There was no 
one but Conrad, therefore, the imprudent 
Conrad, Tvho engaged with ardor in our 
heroine's caufe, though, alas I with little 
fuccefs. - 

. The lall ftratagem to which he had re- 
courfe, occafioned the utmoft tumult in 
the convent. The whole community unit* 
•ed agamft it's innocent caufe. All the nuns^ 
exclaimed, ^* What! daily new alarms I 
•^ cells forced ! nuns raviflxed ! the houfe 
^* feton fire! muft we all then become 
<* the viftims of one ? Let her depart 
^l from thefe holy walls; let her be fent 
** to fome remote place, where no- one 
** can difcQver her, there to undergo rigid 
«* penances, capable of expiating the cvils: 
*f we have fufFered on her account." Such 
was the unanimous <lefire of thef(^ pious 
maidens. 

The abbcfs, affured that Ida was far 
from confenting to the ralh wilhes of thofe , 

who 
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ivho had attempted to violate the facred in- 
clofure of the convent, and believing that 
Ihe had at length infpired her with a tafl^ 
for a life which ihe at firfi abhorred, would 
willingly have protected her. But even 
the attachment Ihe manifefted in her fa* 
.vour, rendered her doubly odious to the 
fifters, to whom it was an object of envy. 
They infifted, therefore, on the novice'5 
removal fo another houfe, that they might 
avoid the misfortunes of which her prefence 
might ftill be the occafion. 
. . The princefs was obliged to keep.herfelf 
clofely confined in her cell, and was for* 
bidden to appear in the choir. By degrees 
fufpicions were infinuated into the mind 
of the abbefs. ^* Is it fo very certain/' 
laid they, .*' that Ihe is innocent of what. 
*f has been done on her account. May. 
^y not her repugnance to be carried away 
**• be a feint ? And may ihe not be in con- 
*[ cert with thefe bold men, who, if Hie. 
*l remain, here, will, fooner or later, be. 
** the ruin of our houfe ?'* 

Accufation^ 
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Accufations like thcfe had not the leaft 
(hadow'of probabirity,yet were they liftencd 
to, and at length produced, what is called 
hi convents, a grand interrogatory. 

Ida was fummoned ; a thoufand quef- 
tions Were put to her, which (he anfwered 
in a manner to produce convidion of her 
innocence, and to humble her enemies; 
one only excepted, to which it was impof- 
fible for her to make the reply which her 
fituation feemed to require, and her fin- 
cerity was her ruin. 

How, indeed, could the princefs an- 
fwer in the affirmative, when aiked if {he 
thought herfelf really called, if (he were 
ready to take the yell without reluftancc, 
and if Ihe preferred the convent of St. Anne 
to all the pleafures of the world ? Was 
there even among her judges a fingle indi* 
vidual, who, from the bottom of her 
heart, could have faid yes to fuch a ques- 
tion ? Ida avowed, therefore, with frank- 
nefs, that the means only employed to de* 
liver her, and the place to which fhe was 

probabljr 
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probably to have been cooduded^ were 
difpleaiing to her ; and that^ but for thefe^ 
(he would return with joy to the worlds 
and Ihould be happy to fee her friends* 
She, j^efides, folemnly declared, that, if 
Ibe made her vows, neceffity alone would 
compel her to it, as ihe felt not the fmalU 
eft inclination for a religious life. 

At thcfe words the whole community 
was transported with' pious rage, and tho 
term hypocrite iffued at once from evtry 
mouth. She was reproached with having, 
not long fioce, held a different language, or 
of having; by her filence, atleaft; given 
reafon to fuppofe, that ihe would willingly 
remain at St. Anne's. Ida ihrugged up 
her ihoulders, and held her peace. No 
doubt ihe had appeared fatisficd with her 
dungeon from attachment to Mary, that 
ihe might fuccour and fave that unfortunate 
queen. How could (he confefs this ? and 
what indeed would it have availed her, to 
enter into an explanation of her conduct ? 

" You^ 
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• •* You fay nothing," faid the abbefi .,. 
>* There is fomc myftery in this which we 
.*' cannot penetrate/* 

• ** And what does (he mean,** added one 
of the fifters, " by the phce to which fhe 
** was afraid of being conduced, had the 
•* men fuccecded in carrying her off? . . . 
** She knew the place, then ; is not this a 
•• proof, that (he has fome fecret intelli- 
♦* gence with perfons out of the con- 
•« vent/' 

. ' The princefs being rigoroufly enjoined 
to explain herfelf fully on this head, at laft 
found herfelf obliged to name the arch-- 
bi(bop, and own the defigns he had mani- 
fefted refpeding her, 

< This confeffion at once determined the 
fentence to be pronounced on her. " Abo- 
^. minable flanderer,** cried the abbefs, 
•* thou art unworthy to live. *Tis'an ab-: 
^ folute impoffibility, that a man fo holy, 
^ a prelate fo aged, fo rigidly devbut,^ 
** could be tempted by the worldly charms 
*1. of fach a (inner." As Ihe faid this, Ihc 

turned^ 
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turned, with an air of difdain, from the 
princefs, and ordered her to be immedi- 
ately confined in the place appropriated for 
fuch criminals. 

Accordingly Ida was conveyed to one of 
thofe fubtcrranean dungeons, veftiges of 
which are yet to be feen in the majority of 
convents ; though, in thofe days, no 
doubt, they were far more terrible than 
any that fubfifts at prefent. Her conduc- 
tors were the -two nuns who had like to 
have been carried off in herftead, and who 
^ad ihewn themfelves moft eager for her 
condemnation, defirous of avenging Oil 
her the difgrace of being rejefted with con- 
tempt, when almoft delivered from the 
precindts of their convent, 

Ida's imprifonment was interrupted only 
by a new interrogatory. The archbifhop, 
poflSbly feeling a prefage of approaching 
death, came that day to vifit St, Anne's, 
and knowing nothing of what had pafled, 
be demanded a private converfation with 
the young novice. This the abbefs, who 

appeared 
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appeared to have great influence over bis 
mind, thought proper to refufe ; and or- 
dered Ida to be brought before him in 
prefence of the whole community. 

The princefs was obliged to repeat what 
(he had already declared ; which Ihe did 
with courage and^ difcretion, obferving, 
that what related to the attempt to carry 
her off was purely conjectural. 

The eyes of Subinko fparkled with rage 
and indignation. He proved, at leaft with 
refped: to^the latter point, the falfehood of 
the accufation ugainfi him, and Ida wag 
reconduded to her prifon. 

The nuns were now ordered to withdraw, 
and leave the archbiChop alone with the 
abbefs. What paifed on this occafion be- 
tween thefe pious perfonages has not tranf- 
pired : but it is certain that the prelate 
foon quitted the convent, and apparently 
in the greateft agitation. Perhaps the 
rights of the abbefs authorifed her to tell 
him, without difguife, certain fevere truths, 
the (hock of which his feeble frame wa; 

inadequate 
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ihackquate to fuflain, and which had the 
moft ferious confequences on the old gentle- 
man's health. 

He had quitted Prefburg in fecret, and 
as fecretly did he return thither. The re- 
port of his illnefs was foon fpread ; and it 
was not long before the news of his death 
was made public ; which gave the friends 
of Ida hopes of efFedting her deliverance. 

In the mean time the fituation of the 
princefs of Wirtemberg daily grew worfe. 
The abbefs appeared to hate her mortally* 
A few words dropped occafionally from 
her jailers, that infpired her with the ut- 
moft terror. From them (he had reafon 
to fufpcdt, that there was an intention of 
Ihutting her up in a cavern that had for- 
merly been dug beneath the very founda- 
tions of the convent. Of this fearful abode 
Ida had frequently heard : for twenty 
years it had never been ufed; and (he 
had new reafon to fear that Ihe would be 
the firft unhappy wfctch deftined to finilh 
her days in it. 

She 
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Sh:: w:^s on the brink of giving way to 
drfp:\!:-. There were moments in which 
licr fc jfcs were entirely loft. . .'. *^ Alas !'* 
fai(] flv3 in her lucid intervals, ** I am 
** abandoned, then, by all the world ! • • • 
^^ Herman ! Albert ! Mary ! my father J 
*^ no one, no one comes to my aflift- 
" ance," 

• She was no longer interrogated. Every 
inftant flie trembled, left the abbefs (hduld 
come to- remove her from her dungeon 
to this terrible cavern. One day, when 
cruelly tormented by this apprehenfion, 
ihe heard the door open : the abbefs ap- 
peared ; Ida fainted at the fight of her. 

" I muft fee her my felf,'* cried the holy 
matron. ..." Where is (he? • . . Good 
'^ God, what an accident ! • • . Senfeleft 
** on the ground ! . . . Perhaps dead ! . . . 
*' God forbid ! O St, Anne, have pity on 
*^ us! — Take her up quickly, and convey 
-*' her to one of the chambers above.'* 

" Holy mother," faid one of the fitters, 
Avho accompanied her, " let her remain in 

** peace 
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*< peace where flie is. If dead, it may be 
" well : the dead, you know, tell no 
'' tales/' 

" True. But what a terrible fpedtacle ! 
'* her emaciated body will bear tcftimony 

" againft us Let us fee, how- 

^* ever Ah, Ihe breathes ! flie is 

•' yet alive. Take her inflantly away, 
** and give her every poflible afliftance.** 

After remaining a whole hour infcnfible, 
Ida came to herfclf. She was aftoniftiedi 
to perceive a clean and well -lighted cham- 
ber. Fancying herfelf in a dream, fhe en- 
deavoured to rife from* the bed of down, 
on which flic had been placed. Ic was the . 
bed of the abbefs herfelf, 

*^ Be ftill, be ftill, my dear daughter," 
faid the abbefs, who fat. at the bcddJc, 
anxioufly feeling her pulfe. 

*^ Where am I ?'* faid the princcfs. 

*' In the midfl of your fri^^aJs, The 
" term of your trial Is flnifhcd. Ye:, wo 
*' wi(hed not to punifli, but to try you. 
*^ You know how much you were beloved 
<* by us/' 

Ida 
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Ida turned impatiently to the other fide 
of the bed. 

" She wants reft," faid the abbefs to 
one of the nuns. *^ I will leave her to 
•* make the ncceflary preparations. Let 
** her want for nothing, and call me when 
" Ihe awakes.** 

The princefs had indeed need of reft, of 
tranquillity, though not of fleep. What 
paffed around her, too much engaged her 
attention for her to think of deeping. Her 
weaknefs would not yet permit her to 
talk : Ihe prefled the hand of the nun who 
fat by. her, and fixed her languid eyes on 
the face of her compaffionate nurfe, which 
was wet with tears. She was one of Ida's 
friends, one of thofe whom her generous 
care had fnatched from the jaws of death. 

** What means this change ?" faid the 
princefs, after fome time. 

The nun made a fign for her to be fi- 
Icnt, and crept foftly to the doer, to fee 
if any one were liftening. 

" Tomorrow,'* faid (he, returning to 
the fide of the bed, " we expert our new 

•** arch* 
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^ archbi(hop9 who is coming with the 
*' count of Wirtemberg, duke Albert, and 
•' the count of Unna, to deliver from the 
** convent a young ladjr who is unfortu- 
'* nate but not guilty/' 

Ida had never heard of the archbilhop's 
death, confequently could not compre- 
hend his having a fucceflbr: her father, 
(he fuppofed to beat a great diftance; and 
of the count of Unna (he knew nothings 
She was far from fufpcAing, that the per- 
fon in queftion was her beloved Herman. 
Taking, therefore, what was faid for a 
dream, (he clofcd her eyes the longer to 
enjoy it. 

Soon, however, flie opened them again, 
and put a frc(b queftion to her companion. 
The nun made no anfwer, but pointed to 
the d6or. A moment after the abbefs 
appeared. 

" Have you flept, my child ?'' faid 
(he. 

** She has but this moment awaked," 
anfwered the nun. 

<* Sleep, deep, my .dear," continued 
5 the 
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the abbefs. " Thofe pale cheeks muft 
** regain their bloom againft to-morrow": 
*' thofe languid eyes muft fparkle with 
** their ufual vivacity. You do not know 
** whom you will fee .... a father . . i 
f* a friend .... a .... a .... what fhall 
'' I fay r' 

The pious lips of tlie abbefs refufed to 
utter the word lover, which was on the 
tip of her tongue. Ida had heard enough, 
however, to be tranfported with joy. 
g " It is then, it is really true ?*' cried flie, 
clafping her hands together. 

^' What means this tranfport of joy ? 
" Have you already been informed of the 
^' news?" 

** No, no : but I have been dreaming 
^* of fuch an event.'" 

The abbefs anfwered, that heaven fre- 
quently held a communication with the vir- 
tuous during their fleep. ^^ I too dreamt," 
added (lie, " that you mult be "made to 
«* undergo trials, and very fevere ones, in 
*' order to give you a more exquifite fen- 
^ fation of bappinefs." 

Out 
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Out of refpcft to this dream, and the 
long exhortations that were made her to be 
rccqnciltrd, to keep the fecrets of the con- 
vent, and to think only of her future feli- 
city, the princefs promifed not to difclofe 
the ills (he had endured, to forego all 
thoughts of revenge, and to endeavour to 
perfuade hcrfelf, .tb^t what (he had fufferecjl 
.^vas meant, as the abbefs had faid, as a 
J Jtrial, riot as punilhnjent; was the effc<5t of 
fricndfliip, not the confequence of hatred. 

The happy day, the day of a union fo 
long wifhcd for, at lehgth began to dawn. 
So much had been faid to Ida of her hap- 
.pinefs, that Ihe became iufenfibly famili- 
■arized to the idea. Rettoratives, liberally 
• lidminiftered, had given her fufBcietit 
-ftrength to rife, and be led to meet her 
friends. She might be compared to ^ 
beautiful rofe a little withered, andjuft 
revived by the morning dew. By turns 
ihe received cxprcflions of affeftiou from 
her father, and from her lover,. What ap- 
pellations of endp^rment were interchang- 

VoL. III. N ed I 
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cd ! what queftions put ! what emotions 
felt! With difficulty could Herman and 
Ida fupport their ccftacy. The joy of the 
count of Wirtemberg was fcarcely Ihort of 
theirs ; duke Albert turned afide to con- 
ceal a tear ; and the archbifliop Albiku^ 
was fo pleafed with the prefent he had re- 
ceived for the princefs's liberty, that he 
offered to marry her to the count of Unna 
on the fpor. But this the abbefs obftinate* 
ly oppofcd. " How horrid,*' faid Ihe, 
*** to think of performing fuch a ceremony 
•^ within the facrc<f walls of a convent ?"^ 
' - Next day the princefs of Wirtemberg 
found herfelf in the arms of Mary, Eliza- 
beth, and Rofe Gara : (he had the plea* 
fure alfo of embracing Munfter, and tef- 
tifying her gratitude to the generous Con- 
rad. What excefs of happinefs ! To paint 
it, who will dare take the pencil ? 

At length Herman efpoufed his beloved 
Ida. 'He prefented her to his refpedtcd 
uncle ; he introduced her to the acquain- 
tance of the reft of his family j of Alicia, 

of 
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of Agnes, and of Petronilla. Ulric of 
Sendcn became her friend. John of Unna 
appeared alfo to (hare his brother's hap« 
pinefs; and Herman fucceeded in recoi\* 
ciling him to the'old count. 

We arc unable to giv^e the reader far- 
ther particulars, the latter part of our ma* 
nufcript being illegible. Two leaves only 
have efcaped the ravages of time. In the 
firft is a letter from Mrs. Munller to her 
hufband, dated in the year 141 9, which 
informs us, that the young countefs of 
Unna had juft been delivered of a fon. Ida 
was then at the rourt nf her friend, queen 
Sophia. It was the laft year that Sophia 
wore the crown : become a widow, by the 
death of Winceflaus, (he retired to a con- 
vent, in hopes of there finding that repofc 
(he had vainly fought on a throne. 

In the fecond leaf is an invitation from 
Herman, count of Unna, to Alicia of Sen- 
den, and her hufband Ulric, to come to 
Ratifbon to be fponfors for his fecond fon» 
From which it appears, that Bernard and 

Catherine 
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Catherine \wrc both dead, and that for* 
tune bad thui taken care to unite, after a 
long feries oif unhappiftefs, two virtuous 
brings, Vho had fo little deferved to be 
feparated. 

• We find elfo a few fragments, which 
indicate, that Herman, by the advice of 
his father in-law and uncle, had determin- 
^ to enter into that fociety, which had 
'giVeh his pad- life fo many, alarms. An 
anecdote which will appear by no means 
improbable ; if we confider, that, at that 
period, whoever would put his life in fure» 
ty, muft be \inhLg>3, eifher in hi^Jnwn perfon 
or by- means of fome dependant, to that 
formidable chain which, while it encircled 
til, was inyifible to every eye. 
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